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INTRODUCTION. 


great a number of Books 
being daily publiſhed, more 
for Dclight than Inſtruc- 
tion or Improvement; we 
think it proper to acquaint 
the Reader, that this which 
now offers itſelf to his Peruſal, is not a 
Romance, but a True Hiſtory ; not only 
in the genefal, but in all its Circumſtan- 
ſtances alſo; ſome of which have been 
but in the compaſs of a few Pcople to 
bring to light, and will prove, that to 
ſpeak the Truth of this unhappy Princeſs, 
one mult ſteer between the two Extremes 
of Father Cavssin's bigotted Zeal, and 
the malicious Detraction of BUCHANAN ; 
both which Writers have cqually crr'd in 
the Ideas they have ſpread abroad of her : 
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tho it muſt be confeſs d, there is a very 
great probability (contrary as their Aſſer- 
tions are) of what cach of them have al- 
ledg d; conſidering, that on one ſide her 
Subjects, to cloke their Rebellion, pre- 
tended to take up arms in defence of the 
Proteſtant Religion; and on the other, 
ſhe cou d only preſerve her Virtue amidſt 
thoſe Snares her Enemies laid for her, 
not defend her Fame from the Appea- 
rances of Ill. hot theſe things are 
plainly demonſtrated in this little Hiſtory ; ; 
which, beſide ſome private Hands, I have 
collected from fifteen or ſixtœen known 
Authors. If I have quoted CAN DEN 
more frequently than the reſt, it is be- 
cauſe, being a Subject to Queen ELIZ A“ 
BETH, What he ſays in favour of the other, 

may very well paſs for an undoubted 
Truth. 
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MARY STUART, 
Queen of Scotland. 


HE Life of this celebrated 
SKY Princeſs has ſomething ſo 
p=Y extraordinary in the whole 
RIA Courſe of it, and ſo very 
mournful in the Cataſtro- 

phe, that, without adding 
any thing to the Truth, it will appear in 
the recital as ſurprizing as any Romance 
whatſoever. 


SHE was born in Edinburgh, the chief 
City of Scotland, on the 8th of Decem- 


ber in the Year 1542, the only g 
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of Jas the Fifth of that Name, King 
of Scotland, and of Mary of the Houſe 
of Guiſe, Dowager of LEWIS Duke of 
Longueville. Within ſix days after her 
Birth, the King her Father died, who 
having lately loſt a Battel againſt the 
Enghſh, where he beheld the Chief of 
his Nobility flain on the ſpot, was ſeiz'd 
with ſo violent a Concern, that in a few 
Weeks it deprived him of Life. It 
was in a very unfortunate Juncture that 
this Princeſs was left a Minor; for beſide 
the foreign Wars with the Engliſh, which 
laſted ſeveral Years, there happened ſe- 
veral inteſtine Broils, occaſioned by Diſ- 
putes about Religion, at ſeaſt that was 
the Pretence to cover Views of, perhaps, 
a quite different nature: but to ſuch a 
height were the Animoſities carried on 
between the oppoſite Factions, that un- 
doubtedly the Queen Dowager muſt have 
been obliged to have given her Daugh- 
ter to HENRY the Eighth of England, 
who at that time preſs'd vehemently to 
obtain her for his.Son Edward, had ſhe 
not, to avoid it, ſent her into France, 
to Henry the Second, who then reign'd, 
and by whom ſhe had becn greatly fa- 
your'd with Supplies of both Men and 
Money, ſince the Death of the King her 
Husband. The young Princeſs ns 
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ſix Years old when ſhe arrived in that 
Kingdom; but it was eaſy to diſcover in 
this Dawn of Life, what oy Meridian 
would be What might not be ex- 
pected from 4 Maturity Thot budding 
Infancy aſtoniſſid the whole World !— 

HerRoyal Guardian took all imaginable 
care to give her an Education ſuitable to 
her high Birth, and more elevated Ge- 
nins: She was not more than twelve 
Years of age, when ſhe underſtood ſo 
well the Grounds of the Latin, Italian, 
French, and Scotch Tongues, that ſhe 
made Verſes in all thoſe Languages. 
There are at this day to be ſeen, among 
other curious Manuſcripts, ſome Odes 
in French of her compoſing; which, 
allowing for the Alteration which Time 
makcs in all the Living Languages, diſ⸗- 
cover a certain Sublimity of Sentiment, 
a Vivacity of Wit, and Strength of Judg- 
ment, which few of our Male Poets ſince 
can equal. And'if the beſt Picture we 
can have of the Soul of any Perſon, is in 
their Works, as ſure it is, we may judge 
by thoſe elegant Pieces ſhe has left behind 
her, that ſhe had all the different Excel- 
lencies of thoſe Nations whoſe Lan- 
guages ſhe was Miſtreſs of: oi Gaiety 


and Politeneſs of the French !——the 
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Latian Solidity and Depth of Thought! 
the Italian Majeſty and Softneſs 
mix'd ! and the natural Wiſdom of 
her native Country ! As to the 
Beauty of her Perſon, all who have been 
Eye-Witneſſes of it, agree, that it is 
impoſlible for Imagination to form an 
Idea by the thouſandth part ſo lovely, ſo 
enchanting ! the firſt Sight of her 
in a moment found the way from the 
Eye to the Heart! A certain Au- 
thor of Quality affirms, that no Man 
could look on her without Deſire 
CHARLES the Ninth, according to Mon- 
ſieur BRA N TOSME, never paſs'd by her 
Picture, as it hung in a Gallery in the 
Palace, but he ſtopp'd ſhort, and how- 
ever accompany'd and buſied, burſt out 
into the moſt paſſionate Expreſſions 
among others, he has been heard to ſay, 

Happy ! happy Brother ! thou hadſt 
enough 1 Life and Empire, ſhort as 
was thy Reign, in the poſſeſſion of ſo 


exquiſite a Charmer. 


BUI to return: This admirable Prin- 
ceſs was no ſooner arrived at the age of 
fifteen, than HENRY the Second mar- 
ried her to his Son FERAN cis the Dau- 


phin; the Alliance which had always 


been between Scotland and France, 
|, ken- 
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rendring the thing eaſy to be accom- 
pliſh'd : Tho'Ithink there could not be 
a greater Proof given of her Power of 
charming, than that Ambaſſadors being 
ſent by the Scots to treat about this Af- 
fair, the Council of Francerequired the 
Crown of Scotland, with the other Re- 
gal Ornaments, ſhould be ſent to the 
Dauphin; it was refus'd, intimating, 
that tho they got a Husband for their 
2 they wanted not a King for their 

mgdom : yet this broke not off the 
Match the Father, as well as ena- 
mour'd Prince, thinking her Perſon and 


Accompliſhments a ſuthcient Dowry. 


SOON aftcr the Marriage of the 
Queen of Scots, died Mary Queen of 
England, and Wife of PHIL the Se- 
cond of Hain: on which, tho' ELIZA- 
BETH, Siſter to the Deceaſed, by the aſſiſ- 
tance of the Proteſtants, was crown'd ; 
yet nevertheleſs pretending to be the 
immediate Heir, ſhe aflum'd both the 
Name and Arms of Quecn of England, 
as being Grandaughter to MARGARET 
the Siſter of HENRY the Eighth, This 
was indeed the firſt and principal Motive 
of that mortal Hatred which ELIZABETH 
ever after bore her, and which at lat 
was thc Cauſe of her Fall. 
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BUT the Diſappointment ſhe re- 
ceivd in her Hope of the Crown of 
England, was ſoon after recompenced 
by Nat of France: HENRY the ſecond 
dying, FRANcis her Husband ſuccceded 
him in the Kingdom; tho' it may be 
ſaid indeed, he enjoy'd the Title with- 
out the Power, the GulsEs his Uncles, 
with KATHERINE DE MEDICIS, govern- 
ing all. The young King ſeem'd caſy 
they ſhould do ſo; and wholly taken up 
with the Charms of his fair Queen, 
grudg'd every Hour of Buſineſs, and, to 
indulge his Paſſion, grew regardleſs of 
his Power. This was little pleaſing ta 
aLady of her Spirit, who, tho' a Wife, 
Was yet inſenſible of the Ardors and Im- 
patiencies of a violent Affection; ſhe 
would willingly have diſpens'd with the 
Proofs he daily gave her of his Tender- 
neſs, if he had more ſtudicd the grati- 
fying her Ambition, that was at preſent 
the darling Paſſion of her Soul: She 
burn d with a Deſire of Rule! Pride and 
Grandeur were her only Wiſh! — She 
knew no joy like commanding, nor a 
Pain cqual to that of bcing obliged to 
ſubmit to the Decrees of others 
The haughty Behaviour of KATHERINE 
DE Mkpicis was inſupportable; and 
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ſhe could not forbear complaining of it 
in Terms which made her be look'd on 
as her Enemy. To add to this Animoſity 
betwecn them, the Mother' Queen be- 
held by degrees her Court to leſſen, and 
that the Heads of both Factions, the 
King of Navarre, and the eldeſt of the 
MoNTMORENCYS, were entirely devoted 
to the Charms of her beautiful Daughter- 
in-law : This was what her jealous Tem- 
per could not brook ; and ſhe took all 
Advantages of her ' Son's Indolence to 
appcar more publickly in the Admini- 
ſtration of Affairs, than otherwiſe, tis 
probable, ſhe would have done, merely 
to mortify, and give an umbrage to his 
Wifc. 


BUT, in a little time, the Death of 
FRANCIS put an end tothis Conteſt, 
which happened about eighteen Months 
after his Marriage. Every thing was 
now wholly in the power of KATHERINE 
DE MEDIcCl1s, and ſhe reſolved to make 
uſe of it ſo far, as to rid herſelf of the 
Preſence of a Perſon who ſhe could no 
longer regard, but with the Eyes of En- 
vy and Deteſtation. She told the GulisEs 
her Uncles, that ſhe muſt prepare to re- 
turn to Scotland, and notwithſtanding 


every thing was in confuſion in that 
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Kingdom by the Death of the Queen Re- 
gent her Mother, which happen'd about 
ſix Months before the Death of Francis; 
yet ſo great was the Impatience of KA- 
THERINE DE MEDICIs for her Depar- 
ture, that the GuisEs were obliged to 
ſend her to Lorrain, till ſuch time as ſhe 
could get ready her neceſſary Preparations 
for ſetting out for Scotland. 


BUT if the Jealouſy of Power made 
KATHERINE DE MxEpicis ſo carneſt for 
her Departure, there wanted not thoſe 
who were equally ſqllicitous for her con- 
tinuing among them Ihe King of 
Navarre, and the Mareſchal D'ANviLLE, 
had felt too much tlie Power of her re- 
ſiſtleſs Charms, to endure the thoughts 
of ſeeing her no more. Both theſe in- 
deed were married Men; but Love 
confines not its Influences to Circum- 
ſtances ; that Ceremony which joins the 
unloving Pair, has in it no Spell to keep 
their Hearts from ranging, or ſecure, or 
alter Inclination. Navarre, tranſported 
by his violent Paſſion, propoſcd to the 
Cardinal LoRRAIN being divorced from 
his Wife Joan d ALBERT, under pre- 
tence of Hereſy, and then to marry the 
Queen: But it was with the utmoſt de- 
teſtation ſhe heard ſuch an Intention re- 
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lated by her Uncle, not only becauſe ſhe 
was as yct averſe to any ſecond Marriage, 
but alſo that ſhe look'd on repudiating 
any Woman in that manner as both un- 
juſt and cruel. 


AS for the Mareſchal D'ANVILLE, 
his preſuming Nature, flatter'd by that 
Affability with which the Queen treated 
every body about her, made him look on 
himſelf as a Perſon extremely favour'd 
by her ; and his Wife labouring at that 
time under a very violent Indiſpoſition, 
he was not without hope that he ſhould 
ſoon get rid of the one, and render 
himſelf acceptable to the other 
it was this which engaged him to accom- 
pany her into Scotland, and hold a Cor- 
reſpondence with her for a long time 
after; of which we ſhall ſay more in the 
Scqucl of this Hiſtory. 


AS ſoon as things were ready for her 
Reception in Scotland, ſhe came to the 
Court of France, (which was then at 
S$t. Germains) to take lcave of CHARLES 
the Ninth, and, in ſpite of their Enmi- 
ty, of KATHERINE DE MEDICIS ; after 
which, ſhe began her Journey to Calais, 
in company with the Marquis D'EL- 
BEUF, the Grand Prior of France, the 

| Duke 
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Duke of Gu1se, the Mareſchal DAx- 
VILLE, and a great number of others of 
the Nobility, who all left her when ſhe 
embarked, except the Grand Prior, the 
Marquis D'ELBEvur, and the Mareſchal 
DANVILLE, which three attended her 


to Edinburgh. 


SHE expreſſed the greateſt Concern 
imaginable for leaving France; not only 
the time of her raking leave of thoſe who 
had accompany'd her ro the Borders, but 
her whole Voyage, was paſsd in Tears 
and Lamentations; inſomuch as one 
would have thought ſhe had been poſ- 
ſeſs d of the Spirit of Prophecy, and 
trembled at the Misfortunes ſhe was now 
entring into. In her Paſlage over, ſhe 
had two very remarkable Inſtances of 
good and bad Fortune; a ſudden, but 
moſt violent Tempeſt ariſing, ſhe had 
the Grief to ſce a Ship, wherein was 
ſtow'd the richeſt of her Baggage, and a 
great number of her Servants and Horſes, 
ſwallow'd up before her eyes by the de- 
vouring Waves: the other Was, that 

ucen ELIZABETH, having invited her 
to paſs thro England, (with a deſign, 
as 'tis thought, of getting her into her 
power) and hearing ſhe ſtecr'd another 


Courſe, had fitted out a Flect to inter- 
cept 
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cept her; but tho it was Summer - time, 
there fell ſo great a Miſt while ſne croſs d 
the Channel, that they could ſcarce diſ- 
tinguiſh each other on Deck; by which 
means ſhe paſs d the Engliſb Fleet un- 
ſeen. She came to 7D a in the 
Month of September, in the Year 1561, 
and was reccived with all the Jay -that 
could be expected from a People ſo rude 
and unpolite as the Scots then were. 


" BUT as they were obliged to make 
the firſt Shore, by reaſon of the Queen's 
Indiſpoſition, who, between her Grief 
and the Fatigue of her Voyage, was ex- 
tremely out of order; ſhe was much 
worſe accommodated at her landing, 
than ſhe would have been at any of thoſe 
Harbours where it was expected ſhe 
would caſt anchor — They could get 
none but poor Horſes of that Country 
without Saddles, to convey her and her 
Company to a neighbouring Village, and 
were all Night hinder'd from {lcep, by 
the Noiſe of four or five hundred Fifes 
and Biſcayan Drums, and other Inſtru- 
ments of that kind. The next morning, 
having order'd one of her Chaplains to 
lay Maſs, according to her uſual Cuſtom, 
an Altar being rais d, and he dre(s'd in the 


Ornaments of his Function, the common 


People 
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People fell upon him, threw down and 
broke the Altar in pieces, and had cer- 
tainly kill'd the Przeſt, had he not flown 
for ſhelter to the Queen. The Riot had 
grown much higher than it was, had it 
not been appeaſed by the coming of 
James STUART, natural Brother to the 
Queen, who being told of her Arrival, 
haſted to pay his Devoirs at the Place 
where ſhe was. He was the Head of the 
Proteſtants, as the Earl of HAMILTON 
was of the Papiſts; and his appearing, 
and the Reaſons he gave them tor not 
attempting to oppoſe in the exerciſe of 
her 'Religion, a Qucen who, he hoped, 
would give them the liberty of theirs, 
made them lay down their Arms, and 
rctire to their ſeveral Habitations. This 
Beginning however was cnough to ſhock 
a Diſpoſition ſo delicate as was her's, and 
gave hcr to underſtand what ſhe had to 
expect from a People ſo little accuſtom d 
to Reſpect, and ſuch profeſs d Enemics 
of that Faith to which ſhe was a Bigot. 


SHE found her Kingdom divided in 
two Factions, one headed by JAMES 
Earl of HAMILTON, who was prc- 
ſumptive Heir to the Crown, and the 
other by JaMEs STUART, or rather 
Queen ELIZABETH, to whom he was 

en- 
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entirely devoted. On her firſt appearing 
in Scotland, theſe two Noblemen had 
Views as vaſtly different as their Princi- 
ples: JAMES STUART thought, that if 
the Queen did not marry, there was a 
poſlibility for him, or his, ro mount the 
Throne at her Deceaſe, the Birth of the 
HAMILTONS being in diſpute. On the 
other hand, the Earl had hope of ob- 
taining her for his Son, who, for this rea- 
ſon, had taken part with the Proteſtants, 
flattering himſelf, that the Queen would 
be brought to conſent to it, by the Pro- 
miſe Queen ELIZABETH had made him 
of obliging her to it, if he changed his 
Religion. 


BUT tho' the Deſigns of the Father 
were wholly guided by Ambition, Love 
had the moſt powerful ſhare in exciting 
the Aſſiduities of the on: he was in re- 
ality paſſionately enamour'd of the beau- 
tiful Queen, and look'd on the poſſeſſion 
of her Crown as a trivial Bleſſing, in 
competition with that of her Perſon — 
All his Words, as much as the diſtance be- 
tween them would permit, all his Looks 
and Geſtures, whenever he approach'd 
her, gave ſuch demonſtrable Teſtimonies 


of a Paſſion, that tho' ſhe had much ra- 


ther it had been otherwiſe, ſhe could not 
but perceive. HOW 
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HOW inſeparable are Love andJca- 
louſy! How next to an impoſſibility is 
it to be poſſeſs d of the one, without ſome 
little tincturc of the other alſo, eſpecially 
if there be the leaſt ſhadow for Suſpicion ! 
The Favours ſhe heap'd on the 
Mareſchal DANVILLE, while hc was at 
her Court, made this young Lover ex- 
tremely diſcontented He thought 
her too condeſcending. in her Behaviour 
towards him and that Complaiſance 
which ſhe thought owing to his good 
Qualities, and to the Reſpect he paid her, 
was conſtrued by this ſelf-rormented Lo- 
ver, as the Effects of Tenderneſs; and 
growing more and more diſquieted, he 
communicated his Sentiments to his Fa- 
ther, whoſe Policy found the means im- 
mediately to caſe him of thoſe Fears. It 
Was in this manner he compaſſed his In- 
tent: He told the Queen, that one of the 
principal Articles of the laſt Peace be- 
tween her Mother and the Scots, when 
they took up arms againſt her, was, that 
all the French ſhould be ſent out of the 
Nation. This being really fact, tho” 
urg d at that time only on the account of 
the Mareſchal, the Queen found herſelf 
obliged to comply with, and diſmiſs all 


thoſe Lords that came with her out of 


France. 
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France. This Separation was a ſenſible 
Grief to the Mareſchal; but he contriv d 
a way to inform himſelf from time to 
time of the Queen's Sentiments, and to 
continue a Correſpondence with her; by 
the means of a Gentleman he had, whoſe 
Name was CHATERAR, and tho of 
French Extraction, was born in Srortand, 
and therefore not under the Penalty of 
Baniſhment. This Man, by the Queen's 
own Permiſſion, he left at Court, it be- 
ing certain, that tho ſhe countenanced 
not his Pretenſions, both on the account 
of his Wife being yet living, and that ſhe 
thought him not of a Birth ſufficient; to 
entitle him to the Quality of her Lover; 
yet ſhe was not diſpleaſed to know her- 
ſelf ador d to that prodigious degree, by 
a Perſon of his allowed fine Senſe, and 
diſtinguiſhing Capacity. | 


THE Son of the Earl of HAMIE rom, 
who muſt hereafter be known by the 
Name of Earl of ARRAN, ſecing him- 
ſelf thus rid of the Man, whoſe good 
Qualities, he imagin'd, obſcur'd thoſe of 
all others in the Queen's eyes, began now 
to entertain the moſt preſuming Hopes; 
but on declaring his Pretenſions, found, 
to his unſpcakable affliction, that it was 
not the too great Merits of another, _ 

Cc 
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the want of them in himſelf, which de- 
privd him of the Affection he endea- 
nn to N err 


AB O U T this time, JOHN GORDON, 
one of the moſt lovely and accompliſh'd 
Youths that ever Scotland bred, and Son 
and Heir of the Earl of HUNTLEY, ac- 
counted the ' richeſt 'Peer of that King- 
dom; having long been ſecretly in love 
with the Queen; thought it as well be- 
came him to make known his Preten- 
ſions, as it did the Earl of AxRAN. Nor 
did he flatter himſelf with a vain Hope; 
that diſtinguiſhing Princeſs could not help 
paying that deference to his Perfections, 
which ſhe muſt have diſſembled to have 
ſhow'd to his Rival not that ſhe had 
the leaſt deſign of marrying him; but a- 
mong a multitude of Pretenders of equal 
merit, tis almoſt impoſſible even for the 
moſt indifferent to avoid feeling ſome de- 
gree of inclination for one more than the 
others Well then might this fair 
Queen be excuſed for doing ſo to a Per- 
ſon, who had not only an infinitely great- 
cr ſhare of Perfections than any of thoſe 
who declared themſelves her Lovers, but 
alſo than the generality of Mankind. 
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NO W did jealoufy ſow the Seeds of 
Diſcord between theſe two Rivals 
they became open and profeſs d Enemies, 
and ſhe was frequently obliged to join 
the Authority which Love gave her over 
them, to that of Queen, to egy their 
quarrelling even in her preſence. This 
made her for the future more wary in her 
Behaviour to GorDoN than ſhe had been 
accuſtonrd, or than indeed was conſiſtent 
with her Humour: But the Neceſſity of 
her Affairs compelling her to keep fair 
with the Family of the HaMTLToNs, ſhe 
diſguis d her Inclination for the Heir of 
HUuNTLEY,and diſſembled a much greater 
than ſhe had for the Son of HAMILTON; 
yet keeping fo exact a Reſerve and Cir- 
cumſpection, that neither of them had 
any rcafon to dread his Rival's Power, or 
grow too preſuming on his own. 


T HIS Conduct anſwer'd her Expec- 
tations; for by thus dividing herſelf, as 
it were, between two Perſons, neither 
of which ſhe deſign'd ever to raiſe to any 


higher Happineſs than he at preſent poſ- 


ſeſs d, ſhe turn'd their Contention a quite 
different way; and being both command- 
cd and intreated to live in amity, cach 
now ſtrove which ſhou'd outvie the other 

in 


618) 

in obliging her, each living in hopes he 
ſhould ſec his Rival fail in that Point, 
and by that mcans loſe the Queen's Fa- 
vour. She now began to flatter 
herſelf with the Bclicf, that their Love 
would now ſeek no other than ſubmiſſive 
Ways, and that ſhe ſhould be able to 
hold both at this diſtance for a long ſpace 
of time: and ſo, in all probability ſhe 
might, had not an Accident intervened, 
which loſt her great part of the Reſpect 
they, before that happened, thought her 
Duc, and has ſince given her Enemies a 
handle to aſperſe her Character. 


CHAT ELA R D, as before has 
been obſerv'd, was left in the Court of 
Scotland for no other Reaſon than to be 
near the Queen, and by that means have 
an opportunity of conveying to her, un- 
ſuſpected by her jealous Subjects, thoſe 
Letters which the Marſhal DANVILLE 
ſent. But if this was the Motive which 
induced his Maſter to leave him, it was 
not his, for ſtaying and accepting of an 
Agent's Commiſſion. Not the aſto- 
niſhing Diſparity between them, not her 
prodigious Height, nor his Meanneſs, could 
hinder him from entertaining a Paſſion 
for this univerſal Charmer, by ſo much 


more violent and raging, as it was hope- 
f lels. 


ö 


3 
leſs. He had a great deal of Wit and 
Learning, and was an excellent Poet, by 


which means he came to be introduced 


into the Queen's Notice: She was a great 


Admirer of fine Verſes, and on all Oc-' 
caſions he was never unfurniſh'd with an 
Ode, which might give him an opportu- 
nity of feaſting his Eyes with thoſe Per- 
fections which had been ſo fatal to him. 
When the News of her Departure was 
ſpread abroad, and that the Mareſchal 
deſign d to attend her, he got himſelf re- 
commended to his Service, and thought 
his Paſſion ſufficiently recompenſed by 
being near her After the Mareſchal 
DANVILLE was gone, and he made, as 
it were, a kind of Confidant in their Cor- 
reſpondence, he receiv'd greater Marks 
of her Favour than before. He had every 
day the boundleſs Bleſſing of ſeeing her, 
of talking to her, and being honoured 
with her Commands. But how dange- 
rous is it to encourage a Lover! The 
Queen, unknowing him to be ſo, by a 
thouſand obliging Expreſſions, fann'd the 
aſpiring Flame, till it at laſt burſt out into 
perfect Madneſs. Unable to conceal the 


: Torments of a ſtifled Paſſion, yet fear- 
> ful to give it caſe by Vent, cven to thoſe 
Who ſecm'd moſt his Friends, he disbur- 
dend ſome part of the o'crflowing An- 


C 2 guiſh 
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guiſh of his Soul in Odes and Sonnets, 
which, becauſe he was accuſtom'd to 
write, were not much taken notice of; 
tho' he cxpreſs'd himſelf in ſome of them 
with ſo heart- felt an Energy, and deſcri- 
bed the Perfections of the too lovely 
Qucen in Colours ſo lively and natural, 
that it could not but have given ſuſpicion 
of thc Truth, had there been any pro- 
portion between him and the Perſon who 
was the Subject of them, 


BUT the Queen only conſidering 
her Greatneſs, and not refleQing that her 
Eyes werc capable of blinding Reaſon, 
and that the ſame Deſires reign'd in the 
meaneſt as well as the nobleſt Blood, re- 
cciv'd theſe Addreſſes as Pieces of Gallan- 
try, and the Overflowings of a ſprightly 
and luxuriant Fancy; or, at the moſt, that 
he aim'd to ſay thoſe things of her which 
his Maſter the Mareſchal DANVILLE 
thought. In this manner did the wretch- 
cd CHATELARD for a long time beguile 
Deſpair, and ſport with his own Ruin; 
till at laſt Reaſon a little reſuming its Em- 
pire Oer his Mind, repreſented how truly 
miſerable he was: and ſummoning all his 
Reſolution to his Aid, he forc'd himſelf 
to quit a Place, which, tho' it flatter d him 
with tome moments of imagin d Bliſs, 
ſervd 
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the Siege of Orleans, and ſeveral other 
dangerous Enterprizes, ſtill flying Love, 
and courting Death, but to no purpoſe; 
the one he bore about him, and the o- 
ther is generally moſt coy, when moſt 
* ſollicited. Finding therefore no altcra- 
tion in his Sentiments, and that ncither 
Abſence, Buſineſs, Danger, nor the Smart 
of a great number of Wounds, which he 
had recciy'd, could in the leaſt abate the 
Violence of his extravagant Love, his ill 
Fate compell d him to return once more 
to Scotland. The Queen, neither know- 
ing, nor giving herſelf the trouble of ex- 
2 amining the Reaſons either of his depar- 
ture, or return, recciv'd him graciouſly, 
and reſtor'd him to the Place he formerly 
held about her Perſon, which was that 
of one of the Grooms of the Cham- 
| ber. But he had not been ſong in this Si- 


(21) 


2 ſerved only to render his Diſcaſe more in- 


curable : Abſence he thought the only 
means to effect it; and therefore all at 
once took a haſty Leave of his adorable 
Miſtreſs He went into France, 


? where he join'd himſelf with the Hu- 


gonots, who there were at war with 
He was at 


tuation, before his Paſſion, or rather his 
Frenzy, prompted him to an Underta- 


king, which, he imagin d, would give him 


C3 caſe, 
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eaſe, either by the gratification of his Des 
ſires, or put a period to them by Death; 
One day, being alone in the Queen's 
Chamber, What hinders me, ſaid he to 
himſelf, to puſh my fortune, and either 
make myſelf the happreſt of Mankind? 


or, by obliging them to give me Death, 


ceaſe from being the moſt | mzſerable 2 
With this determination he->conceal'd. 
himſelf under the Queen's Bed, where 
he lay till Night; but being by ſome Ac- 
cident diſcovered by the Maids of Ho- 
nour, he was dragg d out, expecting, and, 


in his preſent Infatuation and Deſpair, de- 


firing no other than to be ſent to the 
Scaffold : But the Queen's Clemency was 


ſo great, that having been ſeen by none 
but thoſe whom ſhe thought ſhe could 


oblige to Secrecy, ſhe pardon'd him, with- 
out ſo much as demanding of him, what 


could induce him ro be guilty of that Fol- 


ly and Preſumption ; and ſeemid to take 
ſo little notice of it, that ſhe difmiſs'd 
him not from his Attendance which 
laſt, indeed, is very much to be wonder d 
at, in a Lady of her Spirit and Prudence: 


All that can be urged in her defence, 
is, that being taken up with things which 


ſeem'd of greater conſequence, ſhe con- 
ſider d not in what manner ſo dangerous 
a Mercy might bc conſtrucd : but the 


« worſt, 


th 
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worlt, methinks, that her Enemies could 
have ſuggeſted, had been only, that it 
was the Effect of a little Womaniſh Va- 
nity, which delights in being lov'd, tho 


by ever ſo unworthy a Perſon 
Encouraged however by a Behaviour ſo 
contrary to his Hopes, in a few days he 
proſecuted the fame Delign ; but being 
again detected, not only by the Women 
about the Queen, but by ſeveral others 
alſo, who happen'd to be in the Room, 
ſhe was obliged to ſacrifice to her Ho- 
nour, the Perſon who had ſacrificed him- 
ſelf to his mad Paſſion, and preſuming 
Folly She therefore deliver'd him 
intothe hands of Juſtice, who condemn'd 
him to be bcheaded. He mounted the 
Scaffold with the Reſolution of a Man 

who wiſh'd for Death ; and repeating 

{ome Verſes out of RoNS AR D, on the 

Contempt of Life, he turn'd himſelf to 

that ſide of the Scaffold which faced the 

Queen's Lodgings, and crying out, Fare- 

wel, Oh moſt lovely and crucl Princeſs ' 
that ever was! ſubmitted his Neck to the 

Ax, which ſever'd it at the firſt Blow. 


TH O' the Queen was in this Aﬀair 


no farther criminal than her Beauty made 
her, yet the Jealouſy of the two Earls 
imagin d her guilty— 


it was known 
C 4 that 


(24) 
that this laſt was not the only Fault of 
this kind he had committed; and her 
having pardan'd ſo impudent a Daring, 
without cven removing the Offender 
from her Preſence, made not only them, 


but many others, conclude, that he had 
encouragement for what he did, and that 


he would have found the ſame Mercy as 
before, had his Crime been leſs openly 
detected they ſcrupled not to ſay 
publickly, ſhe was taken with a Song; 
and compar d him with Ovip, and ſhe to 
the Daughter of AUGUSTUS. 


GREAT part of the Reſpect which 
the two Rival Earls had been accuſtom'd 
to pay her, bcing taken off by this Ad- 
venture, both now began to think of 
gaining her by other means than A ſſidui- 
tics. ARRAN was the firſt that found a 
Stratagem for that purpoſe, which, in- 
deed was likely enough to have compals'd 
his Ends: He had at that time, within a 
day's Journey of Edinburgh, where the 
Queen then was, a Caſtle, ſituated in a 
marſhy Ground, and equally fortify'd by 
Art and Nature; morcover, all the 
Country round about were his Depen- 
dants or Vaſſals; and relying on their 
Aſſiſtance, as not doubting but they 
wou d .rcadily take up Arms for him, his 

Deſign 


RR Op 2 r 


— ©” 4 


(25) 
Deſign was to ſeize the Queen, and car- 
ry her by force to this Cattle, believing 
ſhe would comply with his Propoſals of 
Marriage, when ſhe found there were no 
other means to ſave her Honour, and 
perhaps her Crown: or if he faild, he 


* chad not the ſame fatal Cataſtrophe with 


CHATILLARD to fear, becauſe of his 
Quality, and his Father's, and his own 
great Intereſt, both with the Lords 
and Commons. He got ready a great 
many Horſes, ſent private notice -to 
his Friends to be rcady at a moment's 
warning, and, in a ward, gave all 
the neceſſary orders for ſurpriſing the 
Queen as ſhe walk'd forth, as her man- 
ner uſually was every Evening | 


But theſe Preparations could not be made 


> without ſome noiſe; and JAMES STU- 


ART, Who pretended a great Zeal for the 
Service of his Queen and Siſter, having 
taken notice of a greater number of 


: Horſemen than uſual going backwards 
and forwards, ſuſpected there was ſome 
Plot on foot: for which reaſon he hin- 
dred her from going out that day, and 


ſeveral others. The Earl of ARRAN 


finding himſelf circumvented not only 
at this time, but his Deſign render d im- 
paracticable hereafter, by reaſon of the 
# Qucen's having now a Guard about her, 


gave 


(26 ) 
gave over all thoughts of attempting it; 
and the Earl of Go DON, who had alſo a 


Project, put off his to another opportu- 


nity — The Queen, who was inform'd 
that ſome of thoſe Men, who had infus'd 
Jealouſy in the Mind of James STUART, 
bclong'd to the Earl of Arran, made 
no doubt but that he had ſome deſign on 
her; but ſhe examin d no further into 
it, leſt on his being found guilty, the 
World would be ſenſiblo ſſe wanted the 
power to puniſh ſuch ah Inſolence in a 
Subject. The Author of the Hiſtory of 
Scotland, who has taken upon him to 
cenſure the Actions of this Queen, ſays, 
indeed, that this was only a Farce, in or- 
der to procure Guards about the Queen: 

but he is no more to be rely d on in this, 
than he is in the reſt, ſince he was one of 
thoſe Scotchmen ſent into England the 
firſt time, to procure-the Death of his 
Princeſs : more of which hereafter. I hope 
the Reader will pardon this Digreſſion, 
ſince this Author being followed by a 
noted Writer of this Ave; has ſpread a- 
broad Ideas of this unfortunate Queen, 
quite contrary to what ſhe merited; as I 
ſhall eaſily make appear in the following 
Hiſtory. So that I have been obliged to 
give theſe Reaſons, to corroborate the 


Truths I am about to relate. 
AME $ 
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| forwards call him Earl of MURRay 
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FAMES STUART being now 
regarded as a Perſon who had preſerv'd 
his Siſter from a Surprize which might 
have been fatal to her, uſurped, by this 
Reputation, and the Aſſiſtance of that 
Faction, of which he was the Chief, an Au- 
thority over her little differing from that 
of a Tyrant He aſſumed the Diſpoſal 
of all Poſts and Offices of Truſt; and 
under the pretence of ſerving her, left 
her not the power to ſerve herſelf. 
She cou'd, ſhe muſt, in fine, do nothing 
now without conſulting him her 
Guards were Creatures of his own, whom 
he had placed about her, not ſo much 


for her Safety, as to be ſo many Spie: on 
her Actions. "2H; 


THE firſt Uſe he made of his ſudden 
Change of Fortune, was this : The Coun- 
ty of Murray, which had bcen in the 
poſſeſſion of the Earl of HUNTLEY ever 
ſince the Death of a Prince to whom the 
Queen was immediate Heireſs, he got 
into his Hands, and took upon him the 
Name of it; therefore we ſhall hence- 


But the Earlof HUNTLEY, who had 


held the County, by the Queen's Cour- 


ys for a conſiderable time, could not 


bear 
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bear the taking it away, without great 
Reſentment ———As he was not the 
only Perſon who felt the Effects of this 
new-made Earl's Covetouſneſs and De- 
ſire of Power, he had a great number of 
Confederates againſt him— The Earl of 
HAMILTON, who being a Prince of the 
Blood, cou'd not chuſe but think a lar- 
ger ſhare of the Government ought to 
have been inveſted in his hands, rather 
than in the other's; and for that reaſon, 
as-well as the difference of Parties, con- 
ceiv'd a deadly Hate to him: joining 
therefore with the Earl of HUNTLEY, a 
Plot was laid between them to ruin 
MuRRay, and then ſeize on the Queen, 
and compel her to marry young GORDON 
or ARRAN, leaving her the choice which 
of them ſhe would take both theſe 
Earls. vowing to cach other, that all 
thought of Animoſity or Rivalſhip ſhould 
be laid by, and cach ſhould afford his ut- 
moſt power to the deſtruction of their 
common Encmy In this Conſpi- 
racy ſoon centred himſelf JaMEs He e- 
BURN, Earl of Bo THWELL, who, by 
his Extravagancics and Debaucheries, hav- 
ing ſpent his Eſtate, which had been very 
large, had no way of recruiting himſelf, 
but by Change of Government, and pub- 
lick Diſturbances. He had once offer'd 

MURRAY 
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MURRAY to kill the Earl of HAMILTON 
with his own Hand; but MURRay, whe- 
ther he miſtruſted the Event, or did not 
believe it practicable, would not hearken 
toit: HUNTLEY bcing a Man of much 


more PoLicy than HAMILTON, would 


not appear openly in the Affair; but 
knowing the Diſpoſition and Principles 
of BoTHWELL, ſaid to him one day, 
when they were alone, that if he would 
make the ſame Propoſal to HAMILTON 
as he had done to Murray, he would 
not find him fo hard to be work'd upon. 
BoTHWELL, who was glad of an oppor- 
tunity of doing miſchief any way, readi- 
ly embraced the Propoſal ; and going im- 


mediately to HAMILTON, repreſented 


to him the Injuries he had receiv'd from 


Muna, who had aim d at ſetting aſide 


the Succeſſion ; that there was nothing 
that he might not in time bring about, 
having in his hands the greateſt part of the 


J * s Authority, which, with the Aſ⸗ 


ſiſtance of the Proteſtants, and the Favour 
of the Engliſh Queen, might enable him 
to ſubvert a Government much better 
ſettled than that of Scotland: He al- 
"ledg'd, that the Deſign which Murray 
hadin preventing the Queen from mar- 
:rying, was, that if ſhe died without Iſſue, 


ne was confident of ſucceeding her 


In 


(30) 
In a word, he told him the only Way to 
ward this Blow, was to kill him; and 
proffer'd himſelf to be the Exccutioner 
of what he propoſed. 


THE Earl of HAMILTON gave into this 
immediately: He knew, that on the Ruin 
or Death of MURRay, not only his Right 
of Succeſſion, but his Son's Marriage with 
the Queen depended He had been 
often heard to boaſt, that the Family of 
the STUARTS, whether legitimate or not, 
ought to be preferr d to the HAMILTONS ; 
and this was ſufficient to ſtir up the Re- 
venge of a Man leſs ambitious than the 
Earl. He conſulted with BOoTH WELL 
therefore on ſuch Meaſures for his Death, 
as he could not poſſibly have eſcaped the 
Stroke, had not the Deſign been diſco- 
ver'd by the moſt ungueſsd at means. 
The Plot was laid to deſtroy him when 
he went a Buck-hunting with the * een 
in a Foreſt near Faulkland - Caſtle, in 
which he then reſided Nothing 
could be more caſy than the Execution of 
the Project, becauſe that Part of the 
Country were all entirely devoted to the 
Family of the HAMILTONsS; and wou'd 
be ſo far from revenging the Death of a 


Man ſo hated by them, that they would 7 
rcadily take up arms to oppoſe Whatever 


might 


(31) 

might be attempted by his Friends againſt 
the Authors of it. But Providence, for 
the puniſhment of others, who, if not e- 
qually guilty, were not alſo without their 
ſharc of Crimes, had yet work for this 


* conſummate Villain, which was as yet 
unfiniſh'd, and ſcreen d from the impend- 


ing Blow this Miniſter of Vengeance. 


ALTHO' the Earl of ARRAN was 


to reap the greateſt Advantage by the 


Succeſs of this Plot; yet, being addicted 


to the Proteſtant Religion, he fear'd the 
Dcath of MURRay might be the ruin of 
that Party. 
prevent it 
time, he thought the beſt way was to 
Vite to him in an obſcure manner, to be 
upon his guard; and, above all, not to 
go a hunting with the Queen, hinting to 
him, that he was the Game, which the 
* greateſt and moſt reſolute Men in the 
Kingdom were in chace of. MURRay 
rcturn d an anſwer by the Meſſenger that 
brought him this, thanking him for the 
> caution he had given him, and aſſurin 

him that he would make good uſe of it. 
But the Fellow not being in the ſecret, 
and finding Lord ARRAN abroad at his 
return, gave the Letter to the Earl of 
*HAMILTON ; who no ſooner found his 


He was therefore reſolv'd to 
After pondering for ſome 


Son 
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(30 
In a word, he told him the only Way to 
Ward this Blow, was to kill him; and 
proffer d himſelf to be the Executioner 
of what he propoſed. 


THE Earl of HAMILTON gave into this 
immediately: He knew, that on the Ruin 
or Death of MURRay, not only his Right 
of Succeſſion, but his Son's Marriage with 
the Queen depended He had been 
often heard to boaſt, that the Family of 
the STUARTS, whether legitimate or not, 
ought to be preferr'd to the HAMILTONS ; 
and this was ſufficient to ſtir up the Re- 
venge of a Man leſs ambitious than the 
Earl. He conſulted with BoTHWELL 
therefore on ſuch Meaſures for his Death, 
as he could not poſſibly have eſcaped the 
Stroke, had not the Deſign been diſco- 
ver'd by the moſt ungueſsd at means. 
The Plot was laid to deſtroy him when 
he went a Buck-hunting with the __ 
in a Foreſt near Faulkland - Caſtle, in 
which he then reſided Nothing 
could be more caſy than the Execution of 
the Project, becauſe that Part of the 
Country were all entirely devoted to the 
Family of the HAMILTrONS; and wou'd 
be ſo far from revenging the Death of a 
Man ſo hated by them, that they would 
rcadily take up arms to oppole whatever | 

might 


(31) 
might be attempted by his Friends againſt 
the Authors of it. But Providence, for 
the puniſhment of others, who, if not e- 
qually guilty, were not alſo without their 
ſharc of Crimes, had yet work for this 


ö conſummate Villain, which was as yet 
unfiniſh'd, and ſcreen'd from the impend- 
ing Blow this Miniſter of Vengeance. 


ALTH O' the Earl of ARRAN Was 


to reap the greateſt Advantage by the 
Succeſs of this Plot; yet, being addicted 


to the Proteſtant Religion, he fear d the 
* Death of MURRAY might be the ruin of 
* that Party. He was therefore reſolv'd to 
{ prevent it——After pondering for ſome 


time, hc thought the beſt way was to 


Write to him in an obſcure manner, to be 
b upon his guard ; and, above all, not to 
| go a hunting with the Queen, hinting to 

him, that he was the Game, which the 
\ 2 and moſt reſolute Men in the 

Kingdom were in chace of. MuRRav 
Ri return'd an anſwer by the Meſſenger that 

brought him this, thanking him for the 
2 caution he had given him, and aſſuring 
him that he would make good uſe of it. 
But the Fellow not being in the ſecret, 
and finding Lord ARRAN abroad at his 
return, gave the Letter to the Earl of 

#FHAMILTON ; who no ſooner found his 
L Son 


( 32 ) 
Son had diſcover'd the Plot, and that all 
their Meaſures had been broken by the 
very Man for whoſe fakc chiefly they had 
been concerted, than he flew into the ut- 
molt Rage, and commanded he ſhould 
be clapt into Priſon 3 whence in a little 
time eſcaping, he repair'd immediately 
to the Queen, informing her of the whole 
Affair, excepting that of his Father's be- 
ing concern'd in it, laying the ſtreſs of 
his Accuſation chicfly on BoTHWELL. 
Tho his Depoſition was not to be doubt- 
ed, yet the Queen order'd him to Con- 
finement as well as BoTHWELL, who 
ſtiffly denying the Accuſation, the other 
offer d the ancient way of Combat, to 
make good what he alledg'd; but this o 
not being permitted, they were both P. 
continu'd in Cuſtody for fome time: 
But whether Lord ARRAN, on the ac- 
count of his Father, could not well make 
out the matter, or whether the Queen, 
following the ſame manner as ſhe had 
done in the former Conſpiracy, is un- ap 
certain: but the matter was no further ha 
look d into, and the Priſoners were ſet at 
liberty. 


GEORGE GORDON, Earl of 
HUNTLEY, who had been the Mover of 
this Affair, tho he did not appear pnb- 

. lickly 


n 


r 1 
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lickly in it, having miſsd his Aim here, 
made an attempt on the Life of MURRay 
in another manner. By ſome of his E- 
2 miſlarics he rais d a Tumult in the City, 
thinking, that when the Earl came out to 
appeaſe them, it would be an eaſy matter 
to kill him in the hurly-burly- but 
this anſwering no better than the former 
Project, he attempted afterwards to have 
him aſlaſſinated in the Palace; but his 
Courage there defending him, the other 
Was obliged to give over all Attempt of 
it for ſome time, and his Son the young 
= Lord GoRpoN finding no Probability of 
* ſucceeding without MuRRay, endea- 
vour d by all manner of ways to get him 
on his ſide.— By this means, the only 
Powers that were able to ſtop him in his 
Carcer of Grcatneſs, now rais d it higher 
by their ſubmiſſions to him; and he be- 
came Maſter of fo immenſe an Authori- 
ty, that inſtcad of making his Court to 
the Queen, ſhe found herſelf obliged to 
apply to him for whatever ſhe would 
ther have effected. 


THE Queen, thus cncompaſs'd with 
ithcultics on every ſide, plainly per- 
1 of (cciving ſhe had none but ſelf-intereſted 
r of Perſons to deal with, flew in this Extrc- 
pnub- mity to her Uncles the Guises for Re- 
ckly 7 D | lief; 
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(34) 
lief; who told her, the only way to ſecure 
herſelf on the Throne, was to ruin the Earl 
of MURRAY, coſt what it wou'd : and as 
the only way to do it was to raiſe ſome 
one, who might be able to make head a- 

ainſt him, they advis'd her to make ule 
of the Earl of HUNTLEY for that purpoſe, 
who being naturally of a moſt ambitious 
Temper, and excited by the Hope of her 


marrying his Son, would ſtick at nothing 


to attain that Grandeur. He was the 
Perſon fix d on; the young Lord ARRAN 
being hateful to them for two Reaſons, 
the one becauſe he was known to be a 
Favourcr of the Proteſtants, and the o— 
ther, his having been concern'd in Au- 
BOIs's Conſpiracy, when he was in 
France, which was the cauſe he loſt all 
the Employments he had in that King— 
dom. Purſuant to this Advice, the 

ueen began to treat privately with the 
Earl of HUNTLEY, lay ing before him 
what Straits ſhe was reduced to by the A- 
varice and Ambition of this crucl Bro- 
ther; that he was King, and ſhe only his 
Priſoner, and in ſhort, told him there 
was nothing ſhe would not grant to the 
Mar, who would deliver her from fo 
heavy a Yoke This was ſufficient to 


{pur on the not yet extinguiſh'd Zeal of 
this Earl, who overjoy'd to uſe the 


Queens | 


ure 
arl 
| as 
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Queen's Name in a thing, which he had 


lo often attempted in vain of himſelf, 
and was now almoſt aſſured of the ob- 


| taining the utmoſt of his Defires—he 
2 alrcady thinks himſelf the Father of a 
King, and being perſuaded, that the Life 
> of MURRAY was the ſole Impediment to 
his Hopes, reſolves to break thro it with 
all expedition. 
rience, that Edinburghwas not a fit 
Place for the Accompliſhment of ſuch an 
Enterprize, he perſuaded the Queen to 
take 3 into the Northern Parts 
of her 
; lay, and he had the Command of all the 


But knowing by Expe- 


ingdom, where his whole Eſtate 


Country: And in this he had two Ends, 


firſt he cou'd have MukRAx lain there 


with leſs Danger to himſelf, than in any 
other Place; and the other, that after the 
Blow mould be given, the Queen herſelf 
bcing then wholly in his power, and en- 


at his devotion, ſhe wou'd be obliged to 


keep her word with him. 


EVERY thing ſucceeding according 
to his Wiſh ; he ſet out before, to prepare 
matters for her Reception; leaving 


his Wife, who was a Woman of great 


Vit and Subtilty, to accompany the 
cal of 2 


e the 


ucen: She took all Opportunities 
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whenever they were alone, of inſintia- 
ting the violent Paſſion her Son was pol: 
ſeſs d of; and with a moſt admirable Arti- 
fice endeavour'd to draw out her moſt ſe- 
cret Thoughts: but ſhe had a Princeſs to 
deal with, who was not to be ſifted in 
this manner. The Converſations be- 
tween theſe two ingenious Ladies ſervd 
only to convince cach other that they 
were cqually politick, equally deſigning ; 
the Queen's Reſerve however, convin- 
ced the Counteſs, that ſhe had no real 
Deſign of marrying her Son, which 
communicating to the Earl by Letters, 
he reſolv'd to take other Meaſures, than 


he had at firſt intended; believing, with 


good reaſon, that if he let ſlip this Op- 
portunity, he ſhou'd never have another. 
He mct them therefore on the Road, 
and pretending to the Qucen, that find- 
ing the Country not ſo well affected to 
him as he cou'd wiſh, intreated ſhe would 
go to a Caſtle of his call'd Stragburgh, 
which was a Place ſtrongly ſituated, tel- 
ling her that that was the moſt proper 


Theatre for the Tragedy they wete to 
act. 


THE Qucen cou'd not well refuſe 
this Offer without giving a Jealouſy of 
the Cauſe; but growing exceedingly per- 

plex d 


(37) 

plex d in her mind, as ſeeing into his In- 
tent, thought of nothing but how to a- 
void it. After many fruitleſs Revolu- 
tions of Thought, it ſcem'd impoſſible 
for her to avoid being compell'd to marry 
GORDON, in caſe MURRAY were lain ; 
and tho ſhe deſired nothing more ear- 
neſtly than to be freed from this imperi- 
ous Man, who from a Subject was be- 
come a Maſtcr, and had a very great Li- 
king to the Perſon of the young Lord; 
yet neither the Inſolence of the one, nor 
Charms of the other, were prevalent e- 
nough to make her reſolve to content to 
this Match. Her fertile Invention at 
laſt preſented her with a Pretcnce, 
which might, ſhe hoped, at leaſt ſerve 
to put off the Earl from preſſing immedi- 
atcly the Performance of her Promiſe. 


Voung GorpoN had been committed 


Priſoner to Sterling Caſtle, on the ac- 


Count of the Tumult, which the Artifice 
of his Father had raisd in Edinburgh: 
And tho he might caſily be clear'd by 
the Forms of Juſtice, by proving he was 
not among them, (which he could caſily 


have done) yet thinking that too tedious, 
and that his Preſence would be neceſlary 


gat Stragburgh, he found mæans to eſcape 


out of Priſon, and overtook them as 


i | chey were within few Miles of it. His 


D 3 unex- 
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unexpected Preſence furniſh d the Queen 
with a Pretext, which would have 
ſeem'd plauſible enough to any, but a 
Man of the Earl's ſuſpicious and diſgui- 
ſing Nature; ſhe told him {he could not 
conſent to marry a Criminal, at leaſt 
one, that by the World was thought lo, 
and that if he had any thing to hope trom 
her, he muſt return to the Caltle of 
Sterling. Theſe Words gave a viſible 
Shock to the Earl, who caſily ſecing into 
the Reaſon of them, anſwer'd her, That 
he was amazed ſhe ſhould demand ſo 
dangerous a-Proof of his Son's Obedi- 
ence ; that ſhe very well knew the Go- 
vernor of Sterling Caſtle was the Earl of 
Marr, Uncle to Murray, who, on 
hearing of theDeath of his Nephew, wou'd 
certainly ſacrifice that young Nobleman 
to his Revenge. It was to no purpoſe, 
that ſhe inſiſted on her Honour, which 
muſt ſuffer in marrying a Perſon, who, 
as if he fear'd the Cenſure of the Law, 
had broke his Priſon. The Earl told 
her, ſhe ought not to ſtand on ſuch 
Punctilios, as affairs then were, and that 
ſhe ſhow'd too great a Nicety, and too 
little Affection for his Son, to give him 
leave to hope ſhe deſign d him for any o- 
ther uſe, than the Tool of her Reſent- 
ment on MuRRay, and then to fall him- 


ſelf 
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ſelf a Martyr to his Love, and her Dis- 
dain. The Diſpute between them riſing 
to high Words, it ended at laſt in a to- 
tal Quarrel; inſomuch, that the Queen 
turn'd out of the Road, and refuſed to go 
to Straghurgh Caſtle, tho ſhe were 
then in ſight of it; telling him, ſhe 
would ſcck the Aecompliſhment of her 
Deſigns by other ways, and forbidding 
him or his Son to appcar before her, till 
ſhe tent for them. The natural Great- 
ncls of her Spirit here broke out in ſpight 
of the Reſolutions her Policy had form'd 
to keep fair with all ſides; and ſhe ex- 


1 prels'd herſelf with ſo perceivable a Diſ- 
2 dain, that the Earl now plainly ſeeing, 


there was nothing to be done, but by 


= downright Violence, determin'd to have 
recourſe to that, and ſtop at nothing 


tor the ſeizing her, and deſtroying MUR- 
RAY : Whercupon he withdrew himſelf 


* with his Son, and all thoſe of his Party, 
w lo had accompany'd him. 


THE Queen proſecuted her Journey, 


| till ſhe came to a little City, of which 


the Earl of HUNTLEY was Governor, as 
alſo of the, Caſtle that commanded it 


> The Gariſon, having by a Courier from 
the Earl been apprized of what had paſt be- 


teen the Queen and him,refuſed to open 
D 4 the 
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(40) 
the Gatcs, and ſhe was obliged to tarry all 
night in the City, which had no Walls. 
At the ſame time, ſhe had notice, that 


the young Lord was near with a Thou- 


ſand Horſe, and a great Number of Foot ; 
which Forces his Father had taken care 
to levy, in caſe there ſhou'd be occaſion 
for them. Whereon making a Virtue of 
Neceſlity, ſhe planted Guards at all the 
Avenues of the Suburbs, and kept 
Boats ready on a River, which run thro' 
the City, to be ready to go off, it any 
Exigence ſhou'd preſs her to it. In the 
mcan time, ſome of young GORDON'S 
Vant-guard unadviſedly coming too ncar 
the Suburbs, they enclos'd them, and 
lcarn'd from them the exact Number of 


his Forces. 


THE Queen having pals'd over that 
night in continual Alarms, hcard the next 
morning, that a great part of young 
GoRDoN's Troops had left him, as ſoon 
as they found he led them againſt her : 
To add to this welcome news, a great 
number of Pcople hearing the danger ſhe 
was in, flock'd to her from all parts; and 
finding a ſufficient number, now laid 
ſiege to the Caſtle, which had'retuſed her 
Entrance; and having caſily won it, pu- 
nifh'd the chief of the Mutinecrs with 

| Death, 


and 


her 


Wiſhes, muſt be his Doom 
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Death, and pardon'd the reſt : then diſ- 
miſſing thoſe Forces which had come the 
fartheſt to her aſſiſtance, under the guard 


of the other ſhe went to Aberdeen, where 


2 ſhe ſafely arrived in four days. 


AS there was now no way to hide the 


Inſolence of the GoRDons, ſhe was ob- 
liged to puniſh them; and as that was 
not to be done without the aſſiſtance of 
* MuRRay, ſhe found herſelf under a ne- 
ceſſity of applying to him. He, who was 
3not without ſuſpicion that ſhe had taken 
that Journey under the Conduct of the 


Earl of HUNTLEY, but with an intent to 


throw him off entirely, if not ruin him, 


no exulted more than ever, and began 
to think it out of the power of his ex- 
tremeſt Focs, or even Fortune itſelf, to 
prejudice him; and reſolving now to 
turn Deſtruction on their heads, who had 
contriv'd it for him, he raisd an Army 


in the Queen's name, ſufficient to have 


goverthrown much greater Forces than the 
Farl was maſter of. 


IN the mean time, young Gokx Dod 
perceiving his Enterprize had fail'd, knew 
now there could be no medium in his 
Fate; Death, if not the Poſſeſſion of his 
He 


had 
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the Gatcs, and ſhe was obliged to tarry all 
night in the City, which had no Walls. 
At the ſame time, ſhe had notice, that 
the young Lord was near with a Thou- 
ſand Horſe, and a great Number of Foot; 
which Forces his Father had taken care 
to levy, in caſe there ſhou'd be occaſion 
for them. Whercon making a Virtue of 
Neceſlity, ſhe planted Guards at all the 
Avcnues of the Suburbs, and kept 
Boats ready on a River, which run thro' 
the City, to be rcady to go off, it any 
Exigence ſhou'd preſs her to it. In the 
mcan time, ſome of young GORDON'S 
Vant-guard unadviſedly coming too near 
the Suburbs, they enclos'd them, and 
learn'd from them the exact Number of 
his Forces. 


THE Queen having pals'd over that 
night in continual Alarms, hcard the next 
morning, that a great part of young 
GoRDoN's Troops had left him, as ſoon 
as they found he led them againſt her : 
To add to this welcome news, a great 
number of People hearing the danger ſhe 
was in, flock'd to her from all parts; and 
finding a ſufficient number, now laid 
ſiege to the Caſtle, which had refuſed her 
Entrance; and having caſily won it, pu- 
nifh'd the chief of the Mutinecrs with 
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Death, and pardon'd the reſt : then diſ- 
miſſing thoſe Forces which had come the 
fartheſt to her aſſiſtance, under the guard 


of the other ſhe went to Aberdeen, where 


q ſhe ſafely arrived in four days. 


AS there was now no way to hide the 


Inſolence of the GorRDoNs, ſhe was ob- 
liged to puniſh them; and as that was 
not to be done without the aſſiſtance of 
Munk Ax, ſhe found herſelf under a ne- 
ceſſity of applying to him. He, who was 
not without ſuſpicion that ſhe had taken 
that Journey under the Conduct of the 


Earl of HUNTLEy, but with an intent to 


throw him off entirely, if not ruin him, 
no exulted more than ever, and began 


to think it out of the power of his ex- 


tremeſt Focs, or even Fortune itſelf, to 


en 


prejudice him; and reſolving now to 
turn Deſtruction on their heads, who had 
contriv'd it for him, he rais'd an Army 
in the Queen's name, ſufhcient to have 
goverthrown much greater Forces than the 
arl was maſter of. 


IN the mean time, young Gonk Dod 
perceciving his Enterprize had fail'd, knew 
mow thexe could be no medium in his 
Fate; Death, if not the Poſſeſſion of his 

N. ines muſt be his Doom He 


had 
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had gone too far to be forgiven, and 
muſt go farther yet, or poorly yield his 
Neck to the Exccutioner. He therefore 
ſet himſelf, with all the ſpecd he could, to 
levy more Men; and having a large quan- 
tity of Ready-Money at command, he 
found a great many of deſperate Fortunes 
willing enough to engage with him in 
this, or indeed any other Undertaking. 
GEORGE GORDON, Earl of SUTHER- 
LAND, who was of the ſame Family, and 
his near Relation, help'd very much to 
encourage him in theſe Proceedings; not 
only letting him into the Queen's moſt % 
ſecret Councils, but aſſuring him, that 
if all other ways fail'd, he would kill the 
| Earl of Murray with his own Hands. 40 
Depending on theſe Offers, he reſolv'd Ani 
to beſiege Aberdeen, where the Queen . 0 
then was, not doubting but he ſhould ea. her 
ſily take it, knowing ſhe had ſent away 4... 
great part of her Forces. In all proba- he. 
bility he might have ſucceeded in this Art 
Attempt, had it been executed as foon he) 
as deſign'd, the Army which MuRRar e 
had rais'd being gone to a quite different 
part of the Country, on a falſe Informa . 
tion that they ſhould find Gox Do there 
But a Letter, in which was the whole 
Plan of the Contrivance being intercept: }; 
ed, ſeveral of his Friends, particularly) 
the 
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the Earl of SUTHERLAND, ſent him 
ord not to procced, but to retire with 
ore all poſſible expedition to the Highlands, 


tO Mill he could make his peace: But fatally 
an- puſh'd on by Love, or Ambition, or a 
he mixture of both, he had not the power 
nes pf following this Advice His Fa- 
m ther, tho' till now eſteem'd a good Poli- 
ing. RFician, ſeem'd infatuated with deluſive 
= Hopes, and bringing with him a few 
an 


roops join'd his Son, and ſtrengthen d 
nim in his Reſolution of going forward: 
But alas! before he half reach d Aberdeen, 
noſt they found the Earl of Murray at the 


that head of many gallant Forces, prepared 
the For their Reception - twas now too late 
— o fly, if they had wiſh'd it; but tis ſaid, 
Jlv'd 3 


this raſh young Man, appcar'd ſtill confi- 
acen ent of Victory, in ſpight of the Num- 
d ca- pers that oppoſed him. One Reaſon in- 


way fed may be given for his Security, that 
= there were a conſiderable number in the 
tn 


Army, who had privately ſent him word, 
' Fhey would fall off from Murray the 
RA! very moment they join'd battel. But 
erem this Treaſon being diſcover'd to the Earl, 
mt nis Policy gave an admirable turn to the 


here faffair; being inform d of the particular 


hole Names of thoſe who intended to revolt, 
an he ſelected them from the reſt, and form- 
1larl; 


ng a Party of them, commanded them 


thi to 
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to begin the Fight, charging the reſt of 
the Squadrons to keep cloſe to them, but 
on no account aſſiſt them while there 
was a Man left alive. 


THUS did his Policy turn the Arms 
of Treaſon againſt itſelf, they being by 
this means prevented from acting as they 
deſign d; (for if they had in the leaſt moy'd 
from their Ranks, the others had Com- 
miſſion to fall on them, and uſe them 
as Enemies) and perceiving they were 
diſcover' d, perform'd Wonders on the 
Side they found themſelves obliged to 
fight: And the Earl of HUNTLEY, who 
expected not this Blow, was forc'd to 
give way: the reſt of the Enemies Troops 
then falling on him, all was immediately 
on the rout, a great number of his Men 
were ſlain on the ſpot, and above two 
hundred were made Priſoners; among 
the latter was himſelf and his two Sons, 
the young Lord GorDoN, and a Youth 
of about fourtcen Years of age: but the 
Earl bcing extremely fat, and a vaſt num- 
ber crowding about him, each being 
willing to ſhare in the Honour of taking 
him, he was ſtifled between thoſe that 
held him. His two Sons were carry'd in 
triumph ro Aberdeen, where the Queen 
receiy'd not the News of the Victory 

with 
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. with that Satisfaction as ſhe made ſhow 
g of She caſily foreſaw, that in doing 
2 her this Service, the Earl of MURRAY 

3 would become more her Maſter than ever. 

Had the Gorpoxs gain'd the better, ſhe 
5 2 had only been in the power of a Man 
: who lov'd her; whereas ſhe now was 


4 enſlaved by one who made her but the 
Property of his own Ambition 
Her ſecret Prayers had been, that GoR- 


4 DON might be defeated, tho preſervd; 
* and that MuRRay might have the Vic- 
4 tory, but at the coſt of his Life; by this 
means ſhe would have been freed from 
the Tyranny of the one, and out of dan- 


ger of being compelld to give herſelf to 
the other; who, tho' ſhe liked, ſhe could 


y never bring herſelf to conſent to marry. 
1 But every thing going contrary to her 
Vin, ſhe became lo extremely penſive, 
'S that the whole Court took notice of it. 
6 MURRAY, whoſe buſineſs it was to poſ- 
n seis the People with mean Notions of 
* their Queen, that ſhe might appear leſs 
capable of governing, inſinuated that ſhe 


S Was ſecretly in love with the young Lord 


18 Gox DON. He obliged her to be at the 
I Window when he was led by, chain'd 
-n and manacled like a common Male- 


factor. This Sight produced the deſir'd 
Effect; the fallen State of one of the 
great- 
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greateſt, and (without exception) the 

lovelieſt and moſt accompliſh'd Man in 
Scotland a Man who, but a few days 
paſt, had the hope of being King 
and a Man who, had ſhe been leſs than 
Quecn, would certainly have been by 
her own Inclination her Husband. So 
{ad a Change drew Tears from her Eyes; 
and thinking ſhe might ſhew a concern 
for him without bluſhing, ſhe endea- 
vour'd not to ſuppreſs her Grict; ſhe 
gave herſclf up to it, and the deſigning 
Earl had his Ends in it. 


THE. Earl of ARRAN, who was (till 
paſſionately in love with her, beheld it 
with a ſecret Rage of Temper He 
look d on GoRDON as a formidable Ri- 
val, tho' in Chains ; he joins his Intereſt 
therefore with MuURRaY's to compleat 
the Deſtruction of that unhappy Gentle- 
man; and, in ſpite of all the Demurs 
the Queen, and her Council, by her pri- 
vatc Orders, made againſt his Tryal, he 
was at laſt brought to it, condemned by 
Form of Law, and the Warrant for his Ex- 
ccution carry d to the Queen to be ſign d. 


LORD ArRaAN took upon himſelf 
to be the Meſſenger; and never did 


Woman endure a greater ſtruggle than 
did 
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did this over-ruled Princeſs, to conceal 
what ſhe felt at ſight of it: but having 
arm'd herſelf, as much as poſſible, be- 
forc-hand, ſhe diſcover'd not the ſecret 
Agitations of her Soul by her outward 
Behaviour: But knowing there was an 
abſolute neceſſity for her ſigning, per- 
ſorm'd the cruel Task with a Reſolution 
which might have taken from the Earl 
all his jealous Suſpicions, had ſhe not af- 
ter given Proofs it had been forc'd. 


BUT MuRRAY, who had taken fo 
much pains to make this Queen appear 
guilty of a Paſſion which he thought not 
to the advantage of her Glory, would 
not ſuffer her to carry it ſo: He therefore 
tells her, that ſhe ought to be preſent ar 
the Execution, thereby to undeceive the 


People, who, he made her believe, were 


incens d, that it was with her own Know- 
ledge and Conſent, GOR DON had at- 
tempted to ſeize her; and with many 
Oaths that it was ſo, brought her at laſt 
to an opinion, that that Lord had himſelf 
the vanity to ſpread that Report. Ir is, 
Madam, ſaid he, of the higheſt conſe- 
quence to your Honour and your Intereſt, 
not to ſuffer the world to remain in ſuch 
Notions ; and the only way to do this, 
is to be preſent at the Puniſhment of that 

Lord's 
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Lord's audacious Folly : which will teſti- 
fy how much you approve the Execution, 
which he 1till continues to affirm you are 
rather compel'd to permit, than are ſa- 
tisfy'd with. 


THE Earl of ARRAN, whoſe ca- 
louſy ſtill puſh'd him on to know that 
of which he was afraid, ſeconded the 
Arguments the other had alledged ſo 
ſtrenuouſly, that the Queen knew not 
how to refuſe them, without giving them 
rcalon to believe indeed, that her Af— 
fection would not permit her to ſee him 
die. 


THE fatal Day being arriv'd, ſhe 
ſummon'd all her Fortitude to her aid, 
to enable her to endure this Shock — 
a thouſand times her Tenderneſs, or, if 
you will, her Inclination, repreſented to 
her, how impoſlible it would be for her 
to do them ſo great a violence, without 
demonſtrating by ſome outward Signs, 
the inward Workings of her tumultuous 
Soul; but the Earls of MURRAY and 


ARRAN coming pretty carly into her 


Apartment, kept her in talk, till News 
was brought, that the Guards were gone 
to fetch GORDON from the Caſtle to the 
Scaffold. She had now no time to 

invent 
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invent any Excuſe, and the Earl of Mux- 
RAY offcring his Hand, ſhe was obliged 
to ſuffer herſelf to be led by him into a 
Balcony which overlook'd the Place of 
Exccution. 


SHE had hardly a moment's time for 
Thought, when the unhappy Earl ap- 
pear'd : At ſight of him, his former Gran- 
deur, the Love he bore her, all the ten- 
der and reſpectful things he had ſaid to 
her, to convince her of his Paſſion, came 
now freſh into her mind; and that Re- 
membrance, join d to the pity- moving 
Spectacle which now ſhe ſaw him, in- 


volv'd her in ſuch Agonics as were very 


near depriving her of her Senſes 


in vain ſhe ſtrove to hide her Grief, her 
Tremblings 


her Change of Colour 
and, at laſt, her Tears, betray d the 


mighty Anguiſh of her Soul, and baffled 
all her Reſolutions. 
3 atcly fixing his eyes on her, demonſtra- 
Ited by his Looks, that the Concern he 
Flaw her in, ſoftned the Pains of that 
Death he was going to ſuffer for her ſake ; 
then knecling down with his Face to- 
ward her, declar'd aloud what moſt were 
ſenſible of before, that it was for no other 
Crime he died, than too paſſionately 
oving what it was impoſlible to avoid 


GORDON immedi- 


E loy- 
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loving—after which, he join d in Prayer 
with his Confcſlor, and ſubmitted to the 
Stroke of Death. The Exccutioner, ei- 
ther by chance, or inſtigated by MURRay, 
hack'd him ſeveral times before he took 
off his Head : which Sight, adding to the 
Confuſion his words had given her, ſo 
alarm'd the tender Nature of the Queen, 
that, giving a great ſhrick, ſhe fell back 
ſwooning in the Arms of her Attendants, 
and by that mcans confirm'd her Adver- 
ſaries in their opinion, who now openly 
declar d, that ſhe was in love with Gor- 
DON. The Earl of ARRAN'S Grief was 
not much inferior to her's, tho' it pro- 
cceded from a different Cauſe ; but 
knowing Reproaches would be vain, he 


contain'd himſelf, and ſtrove by all man- 


ner of ways to divert the Queen's Melan- 
choly. | 


BUT to return to the unhappy Fa. 
mily of the GoRDoNs : the youngeſt Son 


was pardon'd on the account of his 


Youth ; but GEORGE, the cldeſt Brother 
of the executed Lord, who had married 
the Earl of HAMILTON's Daughter, har 
ing made his eſcape in the beginning of 
the Battel, his Father- in- law very ſtre- 
nuouſly ſollicited his Pardon, but in 


vain; and being taken as he was deſigning 
to 
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873 
to embark for Holland, was carry'd to 
the Caſtle of Dunbar, where he was con- 
demned to perpetual Impriſonment, be- 
ing convicted of High Treaſon by Form 
of Law. | : 


IN the mean while, the Queen, who 
was come back to Edinburgh, was not 
without herTroubles,notwithſtanding ſhe 
had been crown'd, and ſolemnly acknow- 
ledg'd Queen of Scotland; yet one might 
truly ſay, her Authority had never been 
more limited. MuRRay diſpos'd of e- 
very thing as he pleas d; for the HamiL- 
TONS, who alone were capable of making 
head againſt him, as being Princes of the 
Blood, had been on ſo bad a footing ever 
ſince the GoRDONs Misfortunes, that they 
could not, as we have ſaid before, obtain 
the Pardon of GEORGE, who was ſo near- 
ly ally'd to them: And altho'the Queen 
herſelf had refuſed them that Requeſt, 
nevertheleſs it was plain that her Brother 
had obliged her to it. As it was the Pro- 
teſtants, who, by the help of Queen EL1- 
ZABETH, had rais'd him to that pitch of 
Grandeur; he thought he could no better 
expreſs his Gratitude, than by appearing 
zcalous againſt the Papi/ts : And tho the 
Exerciſe of the Romzſh Religion had been 
forbidden by an Order of the Eſtates of 


12 that 
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that Kingdom, yet ſtill a great number of 
the Nobility, as well as common People, 
adheting to it, Maſs was ſaid in ſeveral 
Places: on which, MuRRar publiſh'd an 
Order againſt it, under ſevere Penalties; 
and the Archbiſhop of St. Andrew's con- 
tinuing to do it, was clapt into Pri- 
ſon, and fincd; and the other Pricſts in 
proportion. This made the Queen look 
about her, as foreſccing that if her Reli- 
gion once fell, ſhe muſt ſoon follow 
and therefore concluded within herſelf, 
that the only way to ward off the Blow, 
was to marry ſome powerful Prince, by 
whoſe help ſhe might be deliver'd out of 
the hands of thoſe, whoſe Intereſt it was 
to raiſe Commotions in her Kingdom, 
and deprive her of her Authority; and 
therefore began to liſten to the Propo- 
fals of Marriage made to her from all 
Parts. 


THE Choice was very difficult to be 
made; ſhe found it a hard matter to pre- 
ſerve her Intereſt with France, which 
there was a neceſſity of doing; and with 
England, with whom it was as dangerous 
to quarrel; and with her own Subjects, 
who, tho' of various Opinions, join'd in 
the contradicting any thing ſhe offer'd : 
And it may truly be ſaid, that never Wo- 
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man was encompaſs'd with greater or 
more laſting Perplexities than ſhe was, 
during her whole Reign. = 


AMONG the Competitors, Pulli 
the Second, King of Spain, carneſtly de- 
ſir d to have her marry his Son, the Infant 
Don CarLos; well knowing, that it 
was by Alliances and Marriages that the 


3 Houſe of AvsTRIA had been fais d to 


the Grandeur it then enjoy'd: he had rea- 
ſon to preſs a Match which would re- 
ſtore to his Family the Titles of King 
of England, Scotland, France, and 
Ireland, which he himſelf had been ho- 
nour'd with during the Life of Queen. 
Maxy his firſt Wife, and had been the 
Motive which induced him to make 
court to Queen ELIZABETH immediately 
after her Death, notwithſtanding the dif- 
ference of their Religions. The Cardi- 
nal of LoRRAIN, whom our unfortunate 
Heroine conſulted in this Affair, was alſo 
very ſollicitous to bring it to paſs 
Churchmen are not always exempt from 
Ambition and Yanity, no more than the 
Laity, and have frequently a greater 
ſhare of both than other People; and to 
have his Niece marry'd to the Heir of fo 
many Kingdoms, ſeem'd to add too great 
a Luſtre to his Family for him not to exert 

| YE the 
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the utmoſt of his Power to compaſs it. 
It was indeed very near coming to a con- 
cluſion; but Fate order'd it ſo, that theſe 
two illuſtrious Petſons, inſtead of uniting 
the largeſt States that had been known 
ſince the Roman Empire, ſhould be re- 
markable Inſtances of the Inſtability of 
human Grandeur, and ſhould move the 
Pity, as they had before ſtirr d up the En- 
vy of the Age they livd in, and dye it 
with ſuch a Colour, as ſhould never be 
blotted out. 


As it was not the Intereſt of France 
to let Hain grow more powerful than it 
Was, KATHERINE DE MEDICI1S, the Brain 
ald Spirit of that Kingdom, to croſs this. 
Match, propoſed to the Queen of Scots 
for a Husband the Arch- Duke CHARLEs, 
Brother to the Emperor MAXIMILIAN 3 
inſinuating, that ſuch a Marriage would 
be much more to her advantage than the 
other; becauſe this Prince would live 


With her in Scotland, and aſſiſt her in the 


Management of her Affairs: but if ſhe 
made choice of Don CARLos, he would 
leave her to diſi intangle herſelf out of 
the Troubles ſhe was in as well as ſhe 
cou d, as his Father had done by Queen 
Manv of England. The Spaniard hav- 


ing ſome hint of this, reſolv'd to be even 
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with the French. There was at that 
time a Treaty on foot of a Marriage be- 
tween ELIZABETH, Daughter of Maxi1- 
MILIAN, and CHARLES the Ninth of 
Trance: PL, to put a ſtop to it, 
ſpreads abroad a Rumour, that it was on- 
ly a feint, and that CHARLES in reality 
deſign d to marry the Queen of Scotland, 
and to that end had ſent to the Pope for 
a Diſpenſation. But becauſe this Story 
could not be long undiſcoycr'd, to make 
his Deſign more ſure, he let MAXIMILIAN 
know, that he deſir'd one of his Daugh- 
ters for his Son; thinking that becauſe 
he had promis'd him the choice of cither 
of them a long time before, that this 
would prevent him from procceding any 
farther with the French King, till he ſhould 
ſce which of them it was that the Infant 
Don CARLos ſhould elect. But this De- 
vice had no better Succeſs than the former. 


QUEEN ELIZABETH of England was 
all this time no leſs buſy; it concern'd her 
as much to prevent her marry ing into ei- 
ther of theſe Families, (both being pro- 
feſs d Enemies to that Religion, which a- 
lone upheld her Crown): as it did them 
to put a ſtop to the riſing Growth of each 
other: As ſoon therefore as ſhe was in- 


torm'd of theſe two Propoſals, ſhe let 
E 4 her 
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her know ſhe muſt lay aſide all hope of 
Succeſſion to the Crown of England, if 
ſhe married either of theſc Princes: This 
Threat had been often try'd before with 
Succeſs, and was indeed the weak ſide, 
which that Politic Queen always made 
uſe of, when ſhe would oblige the other 
to comply with any thing. It did not in- 
deed make her break off immediately, ci- 
ther with the Infant, or Arch-duke ; but 
ſhe mov'd ſo flowly in the Affairs, that 
ſhe gave Opportunity to Love, or Time, 
to put an end to them, by a Stroke, which 
aſtoniſh'd all Eurape, and put a ſtop to 
the Fears both of France and England. 


THE Queen, that he might deliver her- 
ſelf in ſome meaſure from the Tyranny of 
MuRRay, (till ſuch time as ſhe ſhou'd 
pitch on a Husband to do it more effectu- 
ally) began to give a more favourable Re- 
ception to the HAMILTONS than uſual : 
And by this ſudden Turn gave room, on 
purpoſe, to the Earl of ARRAN (as Lo- 
vers arc apt to conſtrue every thing to the 
Senſe they wiſh) to think, that he might 
one day arrive at the Poffeſſion of What 
ſo many had ſought in vain. Her Deſign 
in this, was to awaken that Family from 
the Lethargy, in which they ſeem'd to 
haye lain ever ſince the GoRDONs Misfor- 

tunes; 


Jof HamiLToN's Birth being in Diſpute : 
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tunes; and by this means to kindle the 
Jealouſy of the Earl of MuRRay, and 
break the Union, which at preſent ſeem'd 
between him and Lord ARRaN——The 
thing anſwer d her ExpeQation, the Lo- 
ver immediately built Caſtles in the Air: 
His Paſſion, which for a long time had 
been ſmother d, either by Deſpair or 
Hate, now breaks out again, and burns 
more fierce than ever, and MURRAY be- 
gan to grow exceſſively uncaſy ; he fore- 
ſaw, that if this Match went on, it wou'd 


# be of worſe conſequence to him, than if 


ſhe had married either the Infant of Spain, 
or the Arch-duke, who being ignorant of 
the Laws and Conſtitutions of the King- 
dom, they muſt have been oblig' d to a 
Dependance on him. To hinder this 
more dreadful Evil, he therefore thought 
the only way wou'd be to call home the 
Earl of Lenox, who twenty-two Years 
before, had been baniſh'd by the Inſtiga- 
tions of the HAMILTONs, between whoſe 
Houſes there had been a mortal Enmity; 
not doubting but by this he ſhou'd put a 
terrible Thorn in the ſides of the latter. 
The Earl of Lenox being of the Blood- 


| Royal as well as they, and look'd upon 


by moſt People as preferable to the other 
in the Succeſſion of the Crown, the Earl 


His 
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His Father having married without a Dif. ' | 


penſation, the Aunt of Cardinal BEAToN, 
his firſt Wife, being ſtill living. There 
was alſo, | beſides this, another known 
Reaſon; why the HamiLToNs might 
dread his coming home, which is this. 
After his Baniſhment from Scotland, he 
retired to France, where, for ſome 
time, he was very kindly entertain 'd, 
and afterwards ſent back into his own 
Country with ſome Authority, by thoſe, 
who then ,govern'd both Kingdoms, and 
whole: Intereſts were at that time inter- 
d. But whether by the Inſinua- 

tions of the HAMILTONS, or that the 
thing was fact, is uncertain; but France, 
ſuſpecting, that he was ſecretly a Penſio- 
ner to King HENRY the VIIIth, of Eng- 

land, he was forced to fly to this Prince, 
who receiv d him graciouſly, and not on- 
ly allow'd large Demeſns for his Enter- 
tainment, (his own Eſtate being confiſca- 

ted) but alſo marry'd him to MARGARET 

DoveLAs, his Siſter's Daughter, by whom 

he had the Lord Daruy, the fineſt Princt 

of the Age he liv'd in. 


HAMILTONS ; the firſt, that his Perſon was 


{overy agrecable,that there was no doubt, | 
but that as ſoon as he declared a Paſhon for 
the Queen, (as MURRAY had encouraged ! 
him 


So that here two 
things join d to defeat the Deſigns of the 
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him to do) he wou d be prefer'd to Ar- 
RAN : The other was, that the Hope of the 
Crown of ENGLAND, being the neareſt 
thing at the Queen's. heart, ſhe cou d not 
marry one more agreeable to that Nation, 


1 than the Perſon, who was next in the 
Right of Succeſſion to, herſelf, and had 
been born and bred up among them. 


MURRATMAattcrd himſelf, that theſe 


Conſiderations wou'd induce the Queen 
to break off with the Earl of ARRAN, , af- 


ter which he doubted not, but he ſhou'd 


find mcans as eaſily to croſs the Match 
with Lord DARLY, as he had done with 
the others, who had pretended to her. 


To bring this Deſign to paſs, he prevail'd 


on Queen ELIZABETH to give the Earl of 


Lenox leave for three Months to come 


to Scotland, to ſollicit his Re-Eftabliſh- 


ment there : according to his Requeſt, a 
little time brought him, accompany'd by 
his Son, to Court, where he preſents him- 
ſelf to the Statcs, and intreats to be reſto- 
red to his Honours and Eſtate. Every 
thing being agreed on, the Faction of 
the HAMILTONS cou'd do nothing againſt 
it, the thing was no ſooner ask d than 
granted. In the mean while, the young 
Lord was ſo fortunate, or rather unfor- 
tunate, to inſpire the Qucen with a Ten- 
derneſs 
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derneſs for him, which, while it grati. 
fy'd MuRRay's Intention of making her 
break off with ARRAN, gave him, at the 
ſame time,moſt terrible Fears,that it wou'd 
be very difficult for him to diſunite Hearts 
which ſecm'd ſo firmly join'd. 
been at firſt ſo cager to ſtop the Earl of 
AnRAN s Progreſs, that he had deſir'd 
Queen ELIZABETH to write in favour of 
the other, according to both their Max- 
ims, to break off one Match by propoſing 
another. In order to this, that Queen 
had made her believe ſhe ſhould certainly 
ſucceed her jn her Kingdom, if ſhe mar- 
ried the Lord DarLy. Her Inclinations 
being thus. warranted by EL1ZABETH, 
ſhe conſented to it immediately; and 
having thus given into a Complaiſance 
for a beautiful Prince, and admittcd the 
Thought of making him in a ſhort time 
her Husband, it was now in the power 
of any Perſon to hinder the Effects of a 
Paſſion accuſtom'd to produce very vio- 
lent ones. In the mean time, MUuRRay, 
who had already ſet his wits at work to 
croſs this Match, only out of an ambi- 
tious View, was now doubly excited to 
it by Revenge. 


THE Lord DARLy perceiving the Af- 
fection the Queen had for him, wou d be 
beholden 


He had | 
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beholden for his Fortune only to that 
Love: be became more reſerv'd than u- 
ſual to MURRAY; and to let him ſee 
that he depended wholly on himſelf, be- 
gan to talk to him of the Management 
of Affairs, finding fault with this Tranſ- 
action, and applauding the other, which 
was enough to make him know, that if 
he marry'd the Queen, his Adminiſtra- 
tion was at an end; which incenſing him 
to the higheſt degree, he reſolved to ſtop 
at nothing to ruin him. 


BUI if MURRAY was diſquieted be- 
yond meaſure, the Earl of ARRAN was 
infinitely more fo — he had both Love 
and Jcalouly to inſtigate Ambition, and 


make Revenge more keen. The Queen's 


Behaviour to Lord DARLyY convinc'd 
him, that ſhe never had any inclination 
for him, let her Pretences be what they 
wou'd, or that this more lovely Prince 
had ſupplanted him before his face 
Enervate Rage at length giving way to 
Melancholy, he diſcover'd ſuch tokens of 


the latter, as was obvious to the whole 


Court; MURRAY in particular taking 
notice of it, propoſes to him to find out 


Z ſome means to break this Match, which 
would cqually ruin both of them. An- 
NaN, who would willingly have under- 


taken 
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taken any thing to have been revenged 
on the Queen, and ruin his Rival, wil. 


lingly conſented; bur the difficulty lay q 


in bringing over his Father to enter into 
any Meaſures with the Earl of MURR ay, 
who, evet ſince the recalling Lenox from 
Baniſhment, he had look d on as his mor: 
tal Enemy Nevertheleſs, as his 
Revenge on MURRAY might be put off 
to another time, and the means to hin- 
der this Marriage could not, he agreed 
to do what ſoever they would have him 
Being now in league together, they ad- 
dreſs themſelves to Queen ELIZABETH; 
they let her know, that if this Marriage 
was compleated, the Kingdom was un- 
done; that it was the GulsEs, to whom 
DARLx had promis'd many things preju- 
dicial, not only to Scotland, but to Eng 


land alſo, who had influenced the Queen 


of Scots to think of him for a Husband; 
and that if ſhe did not ſpeedily exert her- 
felf to prevent it, 'twould be too late, 
Theſe were Tidings no way pleaſing to 


that Queen; ſhe now plainly perceiv'd 


that MURRay had miſs'd of him, and, 
as ſhe wrote him word, had taken no carc 


to arm his Deſigns againſt the Power of 
Love. However, reſolving to do what 


ſhe could in the matter, ſhe ſent imme- 
diately to the Lord DARLY an Order to 


leave 
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leave Scotland forthwith, the three 
Months allowed him being expired; on de- 
fault whereof, he being born her Subject, 

ſhe threatned to confiſcate all his Goods 
and Chattels which he poſſeſſed in her 
Kingdom. But the Earl of LERNOx wrote 
to her in ſuch moving, and unanſwerable 
terms, not to hinder his Son's Fortune, 
that ſhe conſider d, to proceed farther by 
any open Meaſures, would look as if 
ſhe were concerr'd in the Intrigue. She 
therefore went another way to work : 
{he fent an Ambaſſador to Scotland, who 
gave the Queen to underſtand, that her 
Marriage with the Lord DaRLyY was ut- 
rerly diſpleaſing to the States of Eng- 

land; and that if Queen ELIZABETH, 
out of mere kindneſs to her, had not 
prorogued the Parliament, they would 
certainly have excluded her the Succeſ- 
ſion Beſide this, ſhe wrote a Let. 
ter to her with her own Hand, wherein 
ſhe told her, that if ſhe were fully bent 
on Marriage, and judg'd it neceſſary for 
the Welfare of her Kingdom, ſhe would 
adviſe her to marry the Earl of LEICES- 
TER rather than DaRLY ; and on this 
Condition made her a promiſe, that at 
the next ſitting of the States, ſhe ſhould 
be declar d Heir apparent to the Crown. 


THERE 


( 64.) 


THE RE have been various Opinions 
concerning this Offer of Queen ELIZA- 
BETH'S; ſome wou'd haye it, that being 
in love with LEICESTER, and having a 


Deſign to marry him herſelf, ſhe only 


deſired to prepare the People for it, by 
offcring him to another Princeſs ; the 
pitch of Grandeur ſhe had rais'd him to, 
ſeem d to ſtrengthen this Surmiſe : but 


be that as it will, the Queen of Scotland 


anſwer'd her, that ſhe very much won- 
der d ſhe ſnou d go about to croſs a Match, 
which ſhe herſelf had firſt propos d; that 
as for the Earl of LEICESTER, ſhe cou'd 
never condeſcend to marry one, who 
was the other Day but a private Perſon, 
and therefore deſired ſhe wou'd approve 
of the Lord DaRLY, who being a Na- 
tive of England, her firſt Couſin, and 
next Heir to the Succeſſion after herſelf, 
ought not to be unacceptable to hex, nor 
tothe People of England, among whom 
he had been born, and recciv'd his Edu- 
cation. 


LOYE now gave this Princeſs a Cou- 
rage, which neithet Intereſt nor Ambi- 
tion cou'd oblige her to aſſume, and re- 
ſolutely bent to marry the Lord DARLx, 


let the conſequence be what it wou'd, 
| ſhe 
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ſhe aſſembled the States of the Kingdom; 


and the Majority of them approving the 
Marriage, ſhe created him Duke of RoTH- 


5 SAY, and Earl of Ross, that he might 
, by degrees rilc to the Title ſhe deſign'd 
to put him ſoon in poſſeſſion of. 
6 ON the other hand, the HAMILTONS, 
„ and the Earl of Murray, expreſsd as 
t great an eagerneſs to ſet aſide the Match, 
4 as ſhe did to haſten it: among a thouſand 
other ways which they eſlay'd in vain, they 
„ prepared an Ambuſh to ſurprize the Lord 
t Dax x and his Father, as they were re- 
d turning from Fohnſtown to Edinburgh, 
o with the Queen. Their Deſign was to 
„ have kill'd them both, and then to have 
put it out of the Queen's power to re- 
- Fvenge their Fall, by confining her in Pri- 
d Jon, and after dividing the Kingdom a- 
, 3 mong themſelves. But this Deſign was 
r diſcover'd, and as ineffectual as the reſt. 
n 
THE Queen now foreſeeing that 
they would fall upon her with all the 
Forces they could get together, as ſoon 
- Fas her Marriage was conſummated, to 
— FMitrengthen her Party, ſhe recalls Boru- 
= AEwEL!, who had been baniſh'd ſome time 
„before; andlikewilc the Earl of SUTHER- 
, AN; one of whom was retired into 


G F Flan- 


(66) 
Flanders, and the othcr into France, on 
the Diſorders which wc mcntion'd be- 
fore; and deliver'd, at the ſame time, 
GkoRCE GORDON, the young Earl of 
HUNTLEY, out of Priſon, reſtoring him 
to his Fathcr's Honours and Eſtate. Thi 


laſt Action gave the finiſhing ſtroke to 


MurRarY's Diſguſt, who was a mortal 
Enemy to the impriſon'd Earl. As ſoon 
as he was told the Diſpenſation was come 


from Rome, becauſe of the Affinity ' 


Blood between the Queen and the Lon 
DaRLyY, that he might render them o 
dious to the Pcople, he ſpread abroad: 
Rumour, that the Pope had granted it 
only on condition that the Romiſh Re: 
ligion ſhould be cſtabliſhed in the King. 
dom, and that the Eccleſiaſticks ſhould 
be reſtor d to all their Lands, which were 
at this time in the hands of the Nobility 
This Device was indeed a fit one for his 
turn; for the greateſt part of the Nobilit) 
having embraced the Reformed Churc 
more out of Intereſt than Conſcience, 
could not think of parting with thc 


Church-Lands ——To this he adds ano 


ther Report, which was, that the Qucen 
intended to annul the general Amneſty 
ſhe had granted at her firſt coming to the 
Crown: By this means, a great number 
of People, and eſpecially the Kindred 
and 
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and Relations of the HAMILTONS (who? 
during the time of the -Earl's Regency, 
had committed many Outrages) would 
have been in great danger: and they muſt 
have rais'd Commotions, to have ſaved 
themſelves from Proſecution. 


EVERY thing being thus prepared, 
as ſoon as cver the Marriage was ſolem- 
nized, which was on the 26th of July 
in the Ycar 1 564, the Earls of HAMILTON 
and MURRAY threw off theVizard ; and 
leaving the Earl of MoRTON, one of 
their Faction, tho' not known to be ſo, 
with the Queen, they put themſelves at 
the head of their Forces, who only waited 
tor the word, and appcar'd in the Ficld. 


Lord DaRLY, who had been proclaim'd 


King HENRY the Day after his Marriage, 
rais'd an Army immediately, and march'd 
againſt the Rebels. Being come within 
light of cach other, altho' the Troops of 
HAMILTON and MURRAY were much 
more numerous, and that the Earl of 
MoRToON, who commanded the Rov- 
aliſts Van, had promis'd to come over ro 
them as ſoon as they join'd Battel; yet 
nevertheleſs they refuſed to come to 

lows, but retiring by degrees before the 


others, ſtop'd not till they came to the 


Borders of Exg/and——The NAMILTroNs 
F 2 were 
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were for puſhing their Fortune by Battel; 
but MuRRay, who had the greateſt Ay. 
thority in the Army, would not truſt this 
laſt ſtake to be determin'd by Courage; 


therefore had recourſe to Cunning : He 
conſider'd, that if the Queen ſhould be 


overthrown, nothing could hinder the 
HAMILTONS, as things then ſtood, from 
aſcending the Throne, as being the near 
eſt Hcirs to it: as he had not therefore 
made all this ſtir for their ſakes, but hi 
own, he was for keeping Affairs yet in 
the balance, till Time, and his inventive 
Brain, ſhould furniſh him with means to 
make the Advantage wholly his own. 


THE King and Qucen, now dcliver' 
from this Fcar, taſte with the Sweets of 
Royalty thoſe of Love 
their mutual Ardors give them Icave to 
ſhow themlelves to their Subjects; and 
the tender Paſſion being much more pre- 
dominant in the Soul of the new-mad: 
King, than Intereſt or Ambition; he wa 
10 taken up with the thoughts that he wa 
the Husband of the moſt beautiful Wo 
man in the World, that he had no time 
to reflect that he was allo the Husband & 
a Queen, or to act in the manner anothe 
in that Station would have done, 


BUT 3 


Scarce Wil 
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BUT this Behaviour laſted no longer 


than that Love, which is never ſooner ex- 
tinguiſhed than when it is moſt violent: 
in a ſmall time, the Poſſeſſion of the 
Object that had blinded him, open'd his 


eycs, and Indifference ſuccceding Rap- 


ture, made him think there were Joys in 
Life much more permanent than Love 
could give; and being by ſome of Mor- 
roN's Emiſſaries incenſed with continual 
Inſinuations, that he had too little the 
Management of Publick Affairs, he be- 


gan to complain that he was no King, tho 


He had married the Queen; and not con- 
ſidering what ſhe had done for him, took 
it ill ſhe did no more. 
ere not ſo ſecret, but that the Queen 


His Repinings 


as told of them, with additions; and 
his, join d to a Coldneſs too common in 
ankind after enjoyment, made her look 


on him as ungrateful, and unworthy of 


hc Honours ſhe had confer'd on him. 


W he Miſunderſtanding between them 
ent no farther for ſome time, than to 


hange the extreme Tendcrneſs they 


dnce had for each other, into Neglect: 


ut at Jaſt, as if Love had a mind to prove 


Ne was not one of the lcaſt Inſtruments of 


ate, to ſhow he has power to overthrow 
reatneſs, as well as to raiſe it, he in- 
F 3 flucnc'd 
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fAucnc'd the King to a Fault, which, conſi- 


dering the obligations he had to the 


ucen, made him appear as criminal to 
the World, as we account Perſons ſo 
guilty in the eye of Heaven. Pleaſure, 
they ſay, is the greateſt Encmy to Kings, 
and that it is as hard for them to defend 
themſelves againſt it, as it is tor others to 
compals it If ever this Maxim held 
good, we muſt acknowledge it did in 
HENRY; he not only ſuffered a Flame to 
go out, which both Reaſon and Grati- 
tude ſhould for ever have preſcrv'd in its 
firſt Vigour, but permitted another to 
kindle itſelf in his Soul, and blaze out 
cven beforc her face, whom he ought 
moſt to have conceal'd it from. The jea- 
lous Queen then felt ſeverely that Repen- 
tancc which Marriage merely for Inclina- 
tion generally draws on: And as it is very 
hard not to revenge an Injury, when it is 
offcr'd without a cauſe, eſpecially when 
the Offender is in our power; ſhe now 
kept no meaſurcs with her tranſgreſſing 
Husband ſhe had hitherto ſet his 
Name beforc her own in all Diſpatches; 
ſhe now revers'd that matter, and ſet her's 
firſt, or quite omitted his: But this work 
ing no change in him, ſhe continued with 
her Council in one City, while he was 
in another, ſcarce attended by any other 
Equi- 
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Equipage than Huntſmen, which was his 
{crious Employment But he who 
was the great Fomenter * theſe Feuds, 
was the Earl of MORTON, who, as we 
before obſcrv'd, was left by the Rebels 
near the Queen's Perſon, only that he 
might find an Opportunity to betray her. 
The fair Occaſion that the different Hu- 
mours of this unhappy, tho illuſtrious 
Pair, gave him of exerciling his Talent of 
Diſlimulation, he managed to the beſt 
advantage for his wicked purpoſe. He 
told the King, that it was cqually ſhame- 
{ulto the Kingdom and to his own Ho- 
nour, that a Woman ſhould be Miſtreſs, 
while they had a King fit to have the rule; 
that all the Nobility were exaſperated at 
it, and that he need not doubt but they 
would all join in the firſt ſtep he ſhould 
make to redreſs ſo juſt a Grievance. The 
Perion who at preſent was the Queen's 
Firſt Miniſter, was one Davip R1zo, a 
Pjedmontois, a Man well vers'd in Poli- 
ticks, and that one Quality had rais'd him 
to the Charge he then poſle(s'd : He told 
the King, that he ought not to ſuffer a 
Man who was taken from the Dregs of 
the People, to have the ordering of At- 
fairs which of right bclong'd to him: 
and afterwards finding him roo liable to 


credit all the Reports which ſhould be 
F 4 made 


KEEP 
made him to the prejudice of his Queen 
and his own Peace, he hinted by tome 
obſcure words, that there was ſomcthing 
more than bare Eſteem and Friendſhip be- 
tween the Queen and this Miniſter, which 
is a Falſhood that ſeveral ſince have ſpread 
abroad of this unfortunate Princeſs; tho 
never was any thing more ſcandalous and 
improbable: for beſides that R1zo was 
old, he was the worſt ſhaped Man in the 
world, and the leaſt likely to inſpire Love. 
But her rcaſon for raiſing him to that 
height was plain; ſhe was ſurrounded by 
only Traitors, or ſelf- intereſted Friends, 
and found herſelf obliged to employ 
Strangers, if ſhe would have any body 
about her, whoſe Intcreſt depended on 
her Safety. 


THE King, however, gave a raſh be- 
lief to all MoRToON told him, and re— 
cciv'd the greateſt Perfidiouſneſs that ever 
was, as a Token of Zeal for his Service. 


HAVING ſucceeded ſo well with 
the believing HENRY, he next practis d 
on the Queen ; he lays before her the 
King's Ingratitude in chuſing a Miſtreſs 
even among thoſe that attended her, af- 
ter ſhe had rais d him to the higheſt pitch 
of Grandeur he could attain to. He ad- 

ded, 
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ded, that, not content to be a Partner in 
her Power, he aim'd to become ſole 
Maſter; and aſſur'd her, that he was en- 
tring into Meaſures, which, if ſhe did not 
take care to circumvent, would certainly 
deprive her of her Authority : He alſo 
told her, the Nobility in general commi- 

ſerated her Misfortune, and had many 
Cauſes of Complaint againſt HENRY, 
whoſe Arrogance and Pride was become 
intolerable to them: That ſhe need not 
ſcruple to act as ſhe pleas'd with her Huſ- 
band ; for that the Perſons join'd in a 
Confederacy with him, tho' in time they 
might grow dangerous, were only ſuch 
as ſhe might caſily cruſh, aſſiſted by thoſe 
Men of Worth and Fortune who were 
rc{olv'd to ſtick by her. MoRTON took 
not this Courſe with the Queen, that he 
would have had her in reality undertake 
any thing, but only to exaſperate her ſo 
much againſt her Husband, that there 
might bc no poſlibility of a Reconcilia- 
tion between them; as ſeveral People, 
eſpecially the Churchmen, were endea- 
vouring to bring about. 


BUT having gone on with ſo much 
Succeſs, he ſtop'd not here his miſchie- 
vous Intent ; in alittle time he wrought 


ſo far on the King's belicving Nature, as 
| 8 
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made him to the prejudice of his Queen 
and his own Peace, he hinted by tome 
obſcure words, that there was ſomething 
more than barc Eſteem and Friendſhip be- 
tween the Queen and this Miniſter, which 
s a Falſhood that ſeveral ſince have ſpread 
abroad of this unfortunate Princeſs ; tho 
never was any thing more ſcandalous and 
improbable: for beſides that R1zo was 
old, hc was thc worſt ſhaped Man in the 
world, and the leaſt likely to inſpire Love. 
But her rcaſon for raiſing him to that 
height was plain; ſhe was ſurrounded by 
only Traitors, or ſelf-intcreſted Friends, 
and found herſelf obliged to cmploy 
Strangers, if ſhe would have any body 
about her, whoſe Intcreſt depended on 
her Safety. 


THE King, however, gave a raſh be- 
lief to all MorToON told him, and rc- 
cciv'd the greateſt Perfidiouſneſs that ever 
was, as a Token of Zeal for his Service. 


HAVING ſucceeded ſo well with 
the believing HENRY, he next practis d 
on the Queen; he lays before her the 
King's Ingratitude in chuſing a Miſtreſs 
cven among thoſe that attended her, af- 
ter ſhe had rais'd him to the higheſt pitch 
of Grandcur hc could attain to. He ad- 
ded, 
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dcd, that, not content to be a Partner in 
her Power, he aim'd to become ſole 
Maſter; and aſſur'd her, that he was en- 
tring into Meaſures, which, if ſhe did not 
take care to circumvent, would certainly 
deprive her of her Authority : He alſo 
told her, the Nobility in general commi- 
ſerated her Misfortune, and had many 
Cauſes of Complaint againſt HENRY, 
whoſe Arrogance and Pride was become 
intolerable to them : That ſhe need not 
ſcruple to act as ſhe pleas'd with her Huſ- 
band ; for that the Perſons join'd in a 
Confederacy with him, tho' in time they 
might grow dangerous, were only ſuch 
as ſhe might caſily cruſh, aſliſted by thoſe 
Men of Worth and Fortune who were 
rc{olv'd to ſtick by her. MoRTON took 
not this Courſe with the Queen, that he 
would have had her in reality undertake 
any thing, but only to exaſperate her ſo 
much againſt her Husband, that there 
might be no poſlibility of a Reconcilia- 
tion between them; as ſeveral People, 
eſpecially the Churchmen, were endea- 
vouring to bring about. 


BUT having gone on with ſo much 
Succeſs, he ſtop'd not here his miſchie- 
vous Intent; in alittle time he wrought 
ſo far on the King's believing Nature, as 

| to 
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to perſuade im to declare himſelf Head 
of a Party, and made him conſent to call 
home the Fugitives, to take the Manage- 
ment entirely out of the Queen's hands, 
to clap her into Priſon, nay, even to uſe 
her in a worſe manner, as the King af. 
terward confeſs d to the Queen herlelt. 


THE States of the Kingdom bcing 
now aſſembled at the Queen's deſire, who 
being willing to take the advantage of 
Murray's Abſence, that ſhe might do 
ſomething in favour of the Proteſtants, 
had ſummon d them together She 
entreated, that thoſe of her Religion 
might have the free Exerciſe of it, with- 
out being compell'd to join with the 
Congreeations of the Calviniſts: and 
then coming to touch on another Head, 
which was, to rectify ſome Abuſes crept 
into the Forms of Juſtice; as this would 
have drawn after it the Condemnation of 
all the Rebels in England, the Malccon- 
tents thought this was the time to pull 
off the Mask; and to prevent this from 
paſſing, many dreadful things were con- 
trived : R1zo's Death was the firſt Act of 
the intended Tragedy. 


ONE Evcning, as the Queen was at 
Supper with the Counteſs of ARGILE, 
| and 
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and Davip R1zo, ſhe was ſurprized by 
the ſudden coming in of King HENRY, 
follow'd by the Earl of MorToN, the 
Lord REUVEN, the Baſtard of ANGvus, 
and ſeveral other arm'd Men. REUVEN, 
who had on a Helmet, went and fat 
down next the Queen, ſhe told him that 
was not a Habit, or Behaviour of a Per- 
ſon, who meant well: To which he an- 
ſwer'd, that he had no Deſign to Hurt, 
but to cure her of a Diſcaſe, which ſtuck 
too cloſe to her. In that inſtant they all 
fell upon R1zo in ſuch a manner, that 
the Queen, whoſe Robe he catch'd' hold 
of, crying out Juſtice ! Juſtice! cou'd not 
ſave him. They gave him ſeveral 
Wounds over the Queen's Shoulder, 
whom the King all this while held in his 
Arms, to prevent her from ſtirring, tel- 
ling her all this while, that what was 
done was for her good: R1zo's Blood 
ſpouted upon her, and ſome add, that 
the Son of REUVEN had the Impudence 
to clapa Piſtol to her Breaſt, tho ſhe was 
big with Child, and ready to lic in, and 
threatned to kill her, if ſhe teſtify'd her 
Diſlike of their Proceeding. Some will 
have it, that the Deſign of the Conſpira- 
tors was really to murder her, and that 
the thing had been accompliſh'd, had not 
young REUVEN'S Piſtol been turn'd _ 
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This Surmiſe was built on this ground, 
becauſe it had been much caſier to have 
kill'd RIzo the Day before, when he 
play'd ſeveral Hours at Tennis with the 
King. After this Murder, all the Queen's 
Officers were immediately diſplaced, 
and fourſcore of the factious Party ſet 
over her, as a Guard to prevent her Cor- 
reſpondence with any onc. 


THE next Morning, MuRRayr, the 
HAMILTONS and others, who had fled 
into England, came back : as this was the 
laſt Day allow'd them for their Appcar- 
ance, on default of which, all their 
Goods were to be confiſcated, their E- 
ſcutcheons torn, and themſelves and Ifluc 
degraded from their Honours, they took 
care, having the way prepared for them 
by MoRTON, as has been already repre- 
ſented, to prevent a Mitchict, which, 
when once done, they cou'd not caſily 
remedy. At their Arrival, they held a 
Council with the King, the Earl of 
Monk ro, and others of the Party, who 
had ſervd them ſo effectually in their Ab- 
ſence, to conſult what ſhould be done 
with the Queen. The Majority were tor 
going further, and getting rid of her at 
any rate; and to work the King to con- 
ſent, they aſſured him, it that were 

done, 
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done they wou'd henceforward acknow- 
ledge no other Authority than his. But 
his not giving a ready Anſwer, occaſion'd 
a good deal of Uneaſineſs among them, 
who having offended beyond Hope of 
pardon, cou'd have no Safety, but in her 
Death. To appeaſe the People, howe- 
ver, who were already taking up Arms, 
and prevent the French King, and other 
Romiſh Princes, who wou'd think them- 
ſelves obliged to revenge her Quarrel, 
they gave out, that the King had caught 
her in open Adultery with her Secretary 
Davip R1izo; tis probable indeed, 
that they might have brought about the 
moſt horrid ofthcir Deſigns, if MURRay, 
doubly a Traitor, had not himſelf been 
the Occaſion of circumventing thoſe 
Plots, of which he was the ſole Contri- 
ver: By HeNRyY's Behaviour doubting 
two things; firſt, that he not ſeeming 
willing for the Queen's Death, he fear'd 
there were ſtill ſome remains of Tender- 
nels for her, which Tenderneſs might in 
time grow up to a Reconciliation; the 
other, that if the wholc Authority were 
depoſited in his hands, he ſhould be little 
conſider'd either by Prince or People. 
To prevent either of theſe, and keep 
things in ſuſpenſe, he reſolved once more 
to ſound the Queen: To which purpoſe, 

he 
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he made a viſit to her, without the privity 


of the others he endcavour'd to 
excuſe his taking arms againſt her, and 
leaving the Kingdom without her lcave, 
proteſting thoſe were the only Crimes he 
had been guilty of againſt her, and that 


he had no hand in the Conſpiracy, nor 


the Death of R1izo ; but told her withall, 
that ifſhe did not conſent to pardon thoſe 
that kill'd him, ſhe would be in danger 


herſelf. — The Queen anſwer'd him, that 


he had never found her of a revengeful 
Temper, but that, on the contrary, too 
many of her rebellious Subjects had par- 
took of her Clemency, which ſhe ſup- 
pos'd had encouraged them to repeated 
Boldneſles; however, ſhc did not repent 
her Mercy, becauſe, ſhe ſaid, ſhe thought 
it the moſt glorious Quality belonging to 
a crown'd Hcad : but as things ſtood, it 
was not in her power to extend it to 
them, ſince not bcing at liberty, all ſhe 
did would bc of no effect. On the whole, 
ſhe behaved towards him with a prodi- 
gious Reſcrve; and he went from her 
very much diſſatisfy d. 


IN the mean time, the King being in- 
form d of this Viſit, and miſtruſting from 
the known Artifice of this Earl ſome 
Counter: plot, xeſolv d to fathom the bot- 
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tom of it, if poſſible ; and, notwithſtand- 
ing the great Animoſity which was now 
between the Queen and him, he goes di- 
rectly to her. As ſoon as ever ſhe ſaw 
him, without giving him leave to ſpeak 
firſt, ſhe thus began: Is this, Sir, ſaid ſbe, 
burſting into a Flood of Tears, is this the 
Reward I could have expected for raiſing 
you to the Crown? If Ihave done any 
thing worthy of Death, what Crime has 
the poor Infant that I bear, committed? 
and on whole Preſervation your Safety, 
or Ruin, depends. Think, Sir! Oh 
think] continu d ſhe, looking on him with 
Eyes ſtreaming with unextinguiſh'd 
Love and Grief, theſe Malecontents but 
puſh you on to cut down the Tree, that 
the Fruit may fall and periſh, which can 
alone ſubſiſt your Grandeur. Theſe 
words, pronounced with all the Charms 
of an afflicted Beauty, had in an inſtant 
ſo wonderful an effect upon the King, 
that caſting himſelf at her fect, he could 
not for ſome time ſpeak one word for 
weeping : the lamentable Condition his 
Wife was in, made him no longer conſi- 
der her as an imperious Miſtreſs; and the 
ſight of her Diſtreſs reviving the Paſſion 
he formerly had for her, he could have 
remain d an Age in that poſture of Peni- 
tence and Sorrow, if the danger he knew 
her 
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her to be in, had not obliged him to 
break the tender Scene: He confeſsd to 
her the whole Plot how the Con- 
ſpirators had reſolv d to take off the Heads 
of the principal Men in the Kingdom, 
and to make away even her own Maids 
of Honour, that there might be none leſt 
to contradict thoſe Reports they deſign d 
to ſpread to the prejudice of her Cha- 
rater ; and that after all, ſhe was to be 
ſecretly deſtroy d; which laſt Article he 
proteſted, and 'tis certain, with a great 
deal of truth, ſtruck him with horror 
whenever it was mentioned, tho' at the 
time that he was made to believe ſhe de- 
{erv'd leaſt from him. He concluded this 
Information by a ſolemn Vow, that he 
would quit the Cabal entircly, and run 
the ſame hazard with her ; and that as he 
fear d there was ſmall hope of her eſca- 
ping the Snares laid for her, to make 
ſome reparation for the Faults he had 
been betray d to commit, and to hinder 
the world from looking on him as an 
Example of the higheſt Ingratitude, he 
would not ſtir from her, but ſhare in all 
her Dangers, and her Fate. As there is 
nothing ſo moving as the Complaints of 
one we love, the Quecn, who had been 
more afflicted at his Unkindneſs, than at 
all other Misfortunes, was fo much trant- 
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5 ported at his return of Tenderneſs, that 


ſhe a thouſand times ſince declar d, ſhe 


* never felt ſo entire a Satisfaction in her 


whole life before. 


AFTER fome mutual Demonſtra- 
tions of an inviolable Affection, having 
been inform'd by the King, that they not 


only intended to take away her Life and 


Crown, but alſo her Reputation; the 


latter was ſo dear to her, that ſhe reſol vd 


to take care of the two former, to pre- 
ſerve that. She therefore intreated the 
EKing to go back to them, and acquaint 
them that he found her in the Diſpoſition 
they deſired, of granting all they demand- 
ed; but that ſhe was ſo dangerouſly ill, 
that ſhe doubted if ſhe ſhould live till 
morning, if they did not remove thoſe 
Guards they had placed about her, who 
uſed her in a moſt diſreſpectful and unbe- 
coming manner, and ſuffer her own Peo- 
ple to wait on her: and deſiring him to 


add, that he was ſenſible her Weakneſs 


vould not permit her to undertake any 
| thing for her eſcape. 


THE Conſpirators, who waited with 


N 


L great impatience to know what paſs d 


: 


$ . . 

between the Queen and him, being told 
this ſtory, were a long time deliberating 
| what 
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what they ſhould do; ſome were of opi- 
nion, that they could not have a better 
opportunity of making hcr away ; and 
ſince there was no Safety for them in her 
Life, it was better to let her die for want 
of Help, than to imbrue their Hands in 
her Blood: Others believ'd it more poli. 
tick to defer the Deed, till ſhe had ſign'd 
the Act of Grace. While this Debate 
laſted, one, who by the King's order had 
been employ d for that purpoſe, came in 


and told them, that the Queen was jut ti 


expiring: On which they agreed, that 
the King, under the pretence of Kind- 
neſs, ſhould watch with her that Night, 
and that the Guards fhould be drawn out 
of the Palacc. 


THIS was all ſhe wanted; and as 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw thoſe about her whom ſhe 
could truſt, ſhe diſpatch'd a Meſſenger to 
a certain Nobleman near Edinburgh, 

whom ſhe could confide in, deſiring him 
to get together about two hundred Horſe, 
and to be ready at the City-Gates at 
Midnight. The time being come, the 


King and Qucen got on horſeback at a Þ l. 


little Door of the Palace, and went to 
meet the Forces appointed. 
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ALTHO the Queen, being very 
great with child, was obliged to ride be- 
hind a Gentleman, the Danger, if diſco- 
ver' d being imminent, they were forc d to 
# gallop : they made ſuch haſte, that early 
next morning they reach'd Dunbar, Which 
is about fiftecn * from Edin- 
burg h. | 


AS ſoon as the Conſpirators had no- 
tice of their Flight, they fell into the ut- 
moſt rage; but becauſe the Earls of 
*HUNTLEY and BOoTHWELL (who had 
Ie ccaped out of the Window, when R1zo 
was kill'd) having rais'd eight or nine 
thouſand Men, march'd againſt the Re- 
bels with great diligence, they were ob- 
liged to fly. before them: Some of them, 
das MoRToON, REuven, and LinDsar, 
Irctrcated into England; and the others, 
took refuge in the Northern Parts of the 
Kingdom, with MURRay, who doubt- 
ed not, but by ſome yet undiſcover'd E- 
Emiſlarics, whom he had left behind him, 
he ſhould again find means to work him- 


ſelf into favour. And indeed a litfle 


time prov'd that his Hopes did not deceive 
him: When the King and Queen were 


return d to Edinburgh, and the Flight 
of the Rebels had reſtor'd every thing to 
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its former Tranquillity; this unha 
Princeſs, for whom it was ordain'd 
ſhe ſhould: know but ſhort Intervals of 
Peace, was again perplexed with ney 
Diſputes about Religion: and being too 
great a Bigot to that which ſhe had been 
educated in, began to act ſome thing 
againſt the Proteſtants, which occaſiond 
new Commotions; and they being by 


this time more powerfully ſupported than 


the Papiſts, ſhe was obliged, very con. 
trary to her Inclination, to humour them 
in the pardoning and recalling MURR ay, 
whoſe ſpecious ſhew of Virtuc had made 
them think the moſt worthy of the No- 
bility. 


AT his return, he counterfeited fo 
ſincere a Contrition for having ever of- 


fended her, and behaved with ſo much | 


Humility and ſeeming Gratitude for the 
Elemency ſhe had ſhow'd him, that ſhe 
was again decciv'd by theſe outward Ap- 
pearances, and again put it into his power 
to betray her, by letting him into her 
moſt ſecret Thoughts, and taking him 
into her Council; as ſhe did alſo Bor 
WELL, who was in great favour, ſince 


he had ſo ſcaſonably contributed to deli- Þ 


ver both her and the King out of the 
Hands of their Enemics. 


The End of the firſt Part. 


MARY STUART 


» Queen of Scotland. 
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ILE theſe things were 
compleating, the Queen 
was brought to bed of a 
Son, whoſe God-fathet 
was the King of France, 
and his God-mother EL1iZAaBETH Queen 
= of England. This kept the Malc-con- 
= xents for ſome time in duc bounds ; be- 
G 3 ſides, 
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ſides, the King and Queen, now more 


firmly united, broke the neck of all their 
pernicious Deſigns: But at laſt the Ear 


of MURRAY'S buſy and ambitious Nature 


exerted itſelf again, to diſturb the Tran. 
quillity of a long haraſs'd Kingdom, He 
makes uſe of all his unhappily regaind 
Credit, join'd with that of BOTHWELL), 
to have MoRTON and the other Fugitive 
recall'd ; which being granted, and theſt 
Men reſtor d, the firſt thing they did, wa 


to endeavour once more to ſow Diſſen Þ. 


ſion between the King and Queen 
MuRRAY, who was the ſubtileſt of al 
the Cabal, and kncw himſelf hated b 
the King, contrived to make that ver 
Hatred ſubſervient to his ends. — He ne. 
ver left the Queen's ſide, and by double 
Aſſiduities and unccaſing Proteſtations of 
an inviolable Fidelity to her, won ſo mud 
on her generous and too caſily believing 
Nature, as to be the only Perſon conlult 


ed by her in any important Affair. — 
HENRY was not well pleas'd with the!“ 


Deference ſhe paid him, but believing it 
proceeded more from Neceſlity tha 


Choice, it gave him not that Diſtaſte, Þ 


which otherwiſe it would have done. 
This paſs'd on for ſome time, but Mur- 
RAY, who bchaved purpoſely toward 


him with an unpardonable Arrogance, | | 


whenever 
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whenever the Queen was not in pre- 
ſence, at length provoked him ſo far, 
that he reſolved by ſome means or other 
to rid himſelf of his Inſults. And little 
imagining the Queen had in reality en- 
tertain'd a good Opinion of him; he 
communicated his Thoughts to her, tel- 
ling her that it was impoſſible for either 
of them to be abſolute, while that Traytor 
liv'd ; and that he thought it no Breach of 
Religion or Morality to make away with 
a Perſon, who ſtudy'd nothing, but to 
raiſe Commotions and that ſince his 
Power was too great to admit of the 
common Forms of juſtice, they muſt de- 
ſtroy him by private means. But ſhe, 
who was naturally of the moſt merciful 
Diſpoſition in the World, and beſides, 
believd the Earl was now become a true 
Penitent, and as zcalous for her Intereſt 
as he ſcem'd to be, expreſs'd a great Ab- 
horrence of ſuch an Action, and conju- 
red the King, by all the Love and Ten- 
derneſs he had for her, never to think of 
ſuch a thing again. He was not per- 
fectly ſatisfied with a Reply ſo unex- 
peed ; but tis probable wou'd have 
thought no further of it, if ſome Incen- 
diarics, ſet on by MURRay himſelf, had 
not inſinuated to him, that the great Fa- 
your the Queen ſhow'd to him, was only 
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to prevent her Husband from too abſo- 
Jute an Authority, which wou'd give him 
a greater Liberty of inſpecting into her 
Actions, than ſhe was willing he ſhou'd 
have. This occaſioning him to treat her 
with more coldneſs than he was accuſ- 
tom'd, was not a little pleaſing to the 
Earl, and taking his advantage of it, 
grew every day more and more diligent 
about the Queen ; which engaging her to 
increaſe her Marks of Favour to him, the 
King imagin'd it proceeded merely from 
the Deſire of oppoſing him, at which he 
became ſo exceſſively diſcontented, that 
not induring to be an Eyc- witneſs any 
longer of what was. ſo grating to his Na- 
ture, he retired to G/aſtow, to ruminate 
what was beſt to be done for his Revenge, 
leaving the Queen at Edinburgh, little 
pleas'd with his abrupt Departure. 


THIS was what Murray wanted, 
and gave him room to lay the Founda- 
tion of the baſeſt and blackeſt Treaſon, 
that ever enter d the Heart of Man. He 
had made Peace with BorHWELL only to 
ſerve his own ends; for finding him of a 
bold and enterprizing Nature, he 
thought it beſt, by the Pretence of Friend- 
ſhip, to take him off from being a hin- 
grance to his Deſigns, as he had been 
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before. He Was among the Num- 
ber of thoſe, who felt the Influence of 
the Queen's Eyes, and had not Artifice 
ſufficient to conceal it from the unerring 
Penetration of the Quick-lighted MyR- 
RAY ; Who, glad of the Diſcovery, made 
his uſe of it in this manner. He told 
him, that HENRY was a young giddy 
Fool, altogether incapable of ruling a 
Kingdom that the Queen wou'd be 
gladto gct rid of him, if it cou'd be done 
without hcr appearing to be priyy to it; 
that his Ingratitude to her had ren- 
der d the very light of him uncaſy to her; 
and in a word, that he wou d infi- 
nitely oblige her in making him away. — 
He added moreover, to puſh him on, 
that he was ſecretly of a cruel Diſpoſi- 
tion, that he had ſlain the Secretary Ri- 
Zo, and wou'd have done the ſame by 
him, had he not eſcaped out of the Win- 
dow :- and at laſt, to bring him in- 
tirely to the Point he deſired, he gave 
him Hints, that he might marry the 
Queen, who bcing obliged to have a 
Husband fit to command, that ſhe might 
keep her Subjects in awe, wou'd in all 
likelihood preter him to any other, not 
only in conſideration of the Service he 
had done her, but becauſe himſelf and all 
his Faction wou'd back his — 
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and in a manner compel her to it, if it 
could be done by no other means; tho, 
ſaid he, there is no danger of our flyin 
to Extremities; ſhe has already a Friend. 
ſhip for you, which differs but little from 
what is call'd Love. 


THIS Propoſal had the effect the 
Maker of it deſir' d, on the credulous 
BoTHWELL ; who being equally excited 
by Love and Ambition, doubted not but 
he ſhould have both Paſſions gratify'd by 
this Blow : So that, without looking any 
farther into the matter, or giving himſelf 
time to conſider what Ends MURRay 
might have in it, he immediately gave 
into it, and promis'd even more than he 
was required to do, The Earl having 
thus wrought on BOTHWELL, went from 
him to the Queen, and told her that he 
had lately made a diſcovery of the moſt 
pernicious Deſign that could be againſt 
her Dignity, if not her Life : That King 
HENRY had withdrawn himſelf to GI 
cow, only to the end that he might al- 
lemble his Friends together with leſs ſuſ- 
picion ; and that the Deſign was entircly 
to diſplace the Miniſtry ſhe had made 
choice of, and deprive her of the Power 
of electing any others for the future 
adding thereunto, that if ſhe did not im- 
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mediately countermine. their Plots, it 
would be too late. Never was any Stra- 
tagem more barbarous and cruel than was 
this, his intent being to provoke her to 
uſe violent Methods againſt her Husband, 
that ſo when BorHWELL ſhould murder 
him, it might appear to the People as an 
Ac conſented to by her; and by that 
means render her too odious to be ſuf- 
fcr'd long on the Throne. Bur this time 
he fail'd in the Succeſs he expected: Tho 
the Queen ſaw not into the bottom of the 
Treachery, nor could believe him vile; 
yet very well knowing there was no ami- 
ty between the King and him, ſhe look d 
on this as a piece of Malice; which ſhe 
was ſo far from approving, that ſhe chid 
the Earl heartily, for endeavouring to 
make her the Property of his Ill nature: 
tclling him withall, that it became not a 
Subject to ſee the Faults of his Sovereign; 
and ſince ſhe had thought fit to confer 
that Title on HENRVY, thoſe who had a 
dependance on her, ought to treat him 
as ſuch. It wasto no purpoſe, that he 
endeavour'd, by a thouſand Proteſtations, 
to bring her to a belief, that he had ut- 
ter d nothing but ſacred Truth, and that 
it was only his too great Zeal for her In- 
tereſt and Glory which had incurr'd her 
Diſpleaſure: ſhe remain'd ſtill in the 

ſame 
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ſame mind, and charg'd him to bring her 
no more ſuch unwelcome Tidings, which 
ſhe neither belicy'd, nor would thank 
him for repcating, if ſhe did. 


NEVER had this Earl met with fo 
great a Mortification before : however, 
he receded not from his firſt Afſcvera- 
tions, hoping that, with what Reſolution 
ſoever ſhe might carry it before him, the 
Impreſſion of what he ſaid would herc- 
after ſink into her Soul, and cauſe a 
Strangeneſs between them, which might 
be of advantage to his Deſigns. But an 
Accident happen'd ſoon after this, which 
convinced him this Princeſs was not now 
{o eaſy to be impos'd on, as he had for- 
merly found her, 


A Courier arrivd with News, that 
the King was taken ill at Glaſeow ; and 
on the firſt notice, in ſpite of their for- 
mer Coldneſs, and all that MUuRRay had 
told her, and by his Emiſſaries ſtill conti- 
nu'd to inſinuate, that this Indiſpoſition 
was but a feint, in order to draw her to 
a Place where the pretended Conſpira- 
tors might have a better opportunity of 
putting in execution their Deſign, ſhe 
order d her Equipage immediately to be 


got ready, and went to G/aſcow, where 
e 
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ſhe ſhew'd all poſſible Dernonſtrations of 
her continu'd Affection for him, and 
Concern for his Sickneſs. | 


THIS was a ſecond, and more ter- 
rible Diſappointment to MURRar the 
prodigious Care and Tenderneſs ſhe ex- 
preſs d, he feat d, wauld make it difficult 
for him to render her ſuſpected as an 
Abettor and Accomplice of his Murder: 
yet, un weary d in the Toils of Miſchief, 
he reſolvd not to deſiſt, till he had ſome 
way or other compaſs d his horrid. Pur- 
poſe. He found means to bribe a Phyſi- 
cian to adviſe the Queen to remove her 
Husband from Glafrow to Edinburgh, 
to the Provoſt's Houſe, which ſtood: on a 
Riſing-Ground near the City-Walls, al- 
ledging that the Air of G/aſcow was un- 
wholcſqme ; and brought for a Prece- 
dent the Lord BokTawick, who being 
dangerouſly ill, he, ſaid had been reco- 
ver d at that Houſe, The poor deluded. 
Queen, being willing, to contribute every 
thing'in her power toward the reſtoring 
him to his Health, immediately obey'd: 
this Advice; and by this means gratify d 
the cruel Earl two ways; the firſt, that 
the King having many Friends at Glaſ- 
cow, it was not altogether ſo ſafe to de- 
ſtroy him there, as at the Provoſt's Houſe, 

I which 


which being but (94) could entertain, 


but a few of his 2 Servants: and 
the other, that he being remov d by the 
ueen's Deſire to that Place where the 
dab ed ſhould be committed, it would 
help! elp the Aſperſion he deſign d to caſt up- 
on her, that ſhe brought him there for 
no other purpoſe. So great was her Ten- 
derneſs for him, whatever ſome People 
may baff alledg d, that ſhe had Lodging 
in a neighbouring Houſe, that ſhe might 


be near him, and heat from him on 
any alteration; ſtaying with him always 


till Midnight, and adminiſtring every 


thing, that was order d for him to take, 


her own Hands. 


RAY, to take from himſelf all Suſpicion 
of tlie Villany in hand, ask d the Queen's 
leave the day before the Murder Was 


committed, to go to his Wife, who, he 


pretended, had by ſome Accident hurt 
herſelf; yet nevertheleſs, he could not 
forbcar telling the Lord HenR1s, when 
he was going, that Peres the King 
might be dead the next Night ; which he 
repeated ſeyeral times in the Ship, as he 
was paſling an Arm of the Sca, as he 
Was Wee to do, to go from Edinburgh 


to 
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to his Houſe ; which the Lord HERRIGU 
maintain'd to his face afterwards at 7ork, 
before the Deputies of Queen ELIZA- 
BETH : by which one may.gueſs, whether: 
hc was ſo innocent of the Murder, as 
BUCHANAN would make him appear, 
who was his Penſioner, and whom he 
had promis d to make Patriarch, of the 
Proteſtants, in caſe his Deſigns ſuc- 
ceeded. 1b 17 W 


BUT to . to the Thread of our 
Hiſtory: After MURRar's Departure, 
the Queen returning, as was her cuſtom, 
late at night from viſiting her Husband, 
fancicd ſhe ſmelt a great Smell of Gun- 
powder, and ſpoke of it to ſeveral who 
were about her; but they in reality not 
taking notice of it, or being privy to the 
thing, endeavour d to perſuade her off of 
it: tho' in reality BOTHWELL and MoR- 
TON's People had convey'd ſeveral Bar- 
rels into a Cellar under the King s Cham- 
ber. r | 


w HEN ſhe was retir d, BOTHWELL 
and MorToON, with five or ſix others, 
enter d the King's Chamber, where find- 
ing nobody but one Gentleman lying by 
him aſlcep, they immediately- fell on 
e and ſtrangled them, without * 

em 
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tkem time to cry out; then going out 4 
gain, they came into the City by a private 
Door, which they had made in a neigh- 

bouring Wall ſome days before for that 
— that ſo, being at rhat diſtance 
front: the Place, both the Night before, 
arid Morning after the Execution, they 
might not be ſuſpected of the Guilt. A- 
bout two Hours after they were gone, 

fire was ſet to the Powder, by the help of 
a Train laid for a great length, which 
blew up the Houſe, and ſhook a great 
part of the Wall. The _ waked at 
the Noiſe, and was exceſſively ſurprized 
and frighted; ſhe remain'd for ſome time 
in ignorance, none about her daring to 
acquaint her with ſo terrible a piece of 
News; till growing importunate, and 
dreading, by their ſilence, ſome fatal E- 

vent, ſhe was at laſt inform d: but when 
ſhe Was ſo, her Swoonings, her Tears, 
and Limehtations, ſufficiently clear'd her 
in the eyes of all who: ſaw: her, of thoſe 
Aſperſions her cruel Enemies afterwards 
caſt on her, of being acceſſary to the Af- 
fair. 


THE Day after, arrivd x Courier 
from the Archbiſhop of Glaſcow, the 
Scotch Ambaſſador at' the Court of 
France, which at thar time was at Mar- 

ſeilles, 
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feilles, to let the Queen know, that there 
was a dangerous Conſplracy carry d on, 
either againſt herſelf, her Husband, or 
young Son. 


THE News, being ſptead abroad in 
the City, cvery one talk'd of it; according 
to his own opinion; but thoſe who were 
the moſt elcar- ſighted, and were under 
no Engagements with the Rebels, eaſily 
gueſs d at the Authors of it. But thoſe 
{ct on by the Malecontents, whiſpet'd; 
that the Queen and BOTHWELL havin 
contriv'd the Death of the King, rais 
this Report only as a Blind, and to amuſe 
the World from looking into their Pro- 
ceedings. 


IN the mean time, the poor Queen, 
knowing nothing of all this, bent her 
whole Mind and Study to the Diſcovery 
of the Murderers She gave orders 
to the Chief Juſtice to uſe his utmoſt En- 
deavours to bring the dark Actors of this 
horrid Scenc to light, and to put all thoſe 
who liv'd near the Provoſt's Houſe to the 
Rack, in order to get out of them, who 
had pais'd in or out the Gates, Bur in 
this he was as much impos'd upon, as ſhe 
had been in many other Affairs; for he, 
being one of the Confederates, 1 
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of ſifting the matter, uſed his utmoſt Ef. 
forts toſtifle the Evidences. 


AT the ſame time, the Rebels, to 
compleat their Miſchicf, paſted Libells 
up and down the City, wherein they ac- 


cuſed the Queen and BOTHWELL of being 


Accomplices in the Murder of the King: 
Their Aim in this being to link the 
een's and BOTHWELL'S Intereſts ſo to- 
gether, that her Juſtification ſhou'd be on 
the ſame foot with a Man's, who cou'd 
eaſily be convicted of the Murder. As 
ſhe had been decciv'd in the whole Affair, 
ſo ſhe was ſtill ſo, and belicy'd the Earl 
of BoOTHWELL wholly innocent; never- 
theleſs, thinking it would be the ſhorteſt 
way to ſtop all theſe Rumours, ſhe deli- 
ver'd him into the hands of Juſtice ; that 
on one ſide, he might have an Opportu- 
nity of clearing himſelf, and on the o- 
ther, ſhe might convince the World, 
that ſhe had nothing to reproach herſelf 
with on this account. This Method was 
indeed very near overthrowing the Ma- 
lice of her Enemies, for the Earl of LE- 
Nox, Father to the murder'd King, had 
not only accuſed BorHWELL himſelt, 
but had alſo gather d together a great 
Number of Witneſſes, who cou d plain- 
ly have prov'd him guilty of the Fact, 
which 
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which he being inform'd of, was about to 
diſcover all his Accomplices to fave him- 
ſelf; but as there were ſo many con- 
cern'd in it, and MURRAY, whoſc Head 
was never idle, among them, they 
found a way to remedy this Danger.- 
They managed it ſo, that the Commiſ- 
ſion to try BOTHWELL was put into ſuch 
hands as were too deeply concern'd in 
the Affair to ſuffer him to be detected. 
In the mean time, by private Threat- 
nings, they ſo terrify'd the Earl of LE. 
NOX, that thinking there was no other 
means of Safety, he drop'd his purpos'd 
Revenge, and ſtole out of the City by 
night, and the other Witneſſes, by his 
example, follow'd ; ſo the Proſecution 
was ſtop'd, and BOTHWELL declared in- 
nocent. Here we muſt take notice by 
the way, that theſe were the very ſame 

udges, that afterwards went into Eng- 
land to accuſe the Queen of ſetting on 
BoTHWELL to kill the King. 


THE Earl of Murray, who inten- 
ded to be the greateſt Gainer by this Af- 
fair, while things were in this Poſition, 
after he had given Directions to his Col- 
legues how to proceed in his abſence, 
deſired the Queen's Permiſſion to go to 
France, pretending there was an urgent 
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Occaſion for his going there: which 
having obtain'd, he told her at the 
time he took his leave, that he tear'd ſhe 
wou'd never be able to appeaſe the Trou- 
bles in Scotland, till ſhe took a Husband 
capable of govcrning. Finding her in- 
clining to this Advice, he added, that 
ſhe muſt not think of marrying a Stran- 
ger, for the Scots wou'd never ſuffer a 
Foreigner to rule over them; bringing for 
Example her Mother, who had ſeen no- 
thing but Diſorders all the Time of het 
: Regency ; and likewite her own firſt 
Marriage with FRANCIS the Second of 
France, whom they would never ac- 
knowledge as King; but it ſhe pleas'd to 
pitch on any Nobleman of the Kingdom, 
ſhe might chuſe whom ſhe wou'd, pro- 
miſing, at the ſame time, to oblige all 
his Party to own him, and be faithtui to 
her. She-gave but little Reply to the Ha 
rangue he made her on this Occaſion, 
nor did he preſs her to ſay much, his Bu- 
ſineſs being, but to open the Scene, 
which thoſe he left behind him ander- 
took to finiſh. 


A ETE R his Departure, thoſe of his 
Faction daily following her with the ſamc 
Admonitions, BoruweLL was thc Pcr- 
ſon they at laſt propoſed to her. 
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They told her he was a Nobleman very 
well accompliſh'd, brave, generous, and 
entirely beloved of the People. He, on 
his ſide, leaves nothing undone, to raiſe 
his Fortuncs, or indeed to ruin them; 
he being in Reality but an Under-Tool, 
which the Maſter- Villains made uſe of to 
do their Work, and then be cruſh'd to 
pieces himſelf. He is more aſſiduous 
than ever about the Queen's Perſon, and 
gives Aſſurances every moment of an in- 
violable Fidelity. This perplex d her ve- 
ry much; ſhe ſaw on one hand, that the 
Diſproportion of her laſt Marriage, ha- 
ving diſplcas'd all the Princes of Europe, 
who had ſought hcr in Marriage, drawn 
upon her the Contempt of her Subjects, 
and aſtoniſh'd all the World; this, which 
was now propos'd, wou'd not only pro- 
duce the ſame Effects, and in a more ſur- 
prizing manner, but wou'd alſo ſtreng- 
then the Surmiſes of ſeveral, who gave 
credit to thoſe Aſperſions thrown upon 
her of being guilty of her Husband's 
Death. -On the 'other hand, ſhe 
cou'd not well tell how to defend herſelf” 
from the Importunitics of thoſe, who 
had but too well taught her by Experi- 
ence, that it was neceſſary for her to fol- 
low their Counſel. In ſhort, let any 
one form an Idea to himſelf of a young 
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Princeſs of two and twenty Vears of Age, 
ſurrounded on all ſides with Malccon- 
tents, Traitors, and People of a diffe- 
rent Religion, and far from taxing her 
with Imprudence, they will pity the cru- 
el Neceſſity he was in, and conclude, 
that from the Time of her leaving 
France, her Life had been a continu'd 
Series of Misfortunes, in which ſhe had 
only the Liberty of chuſing which ſhe 
wou'd fall into, 


THAT ſhe might eſcape the Sollici- 
tations, which were daily, almoſt hour. 
ly made her, and at the ſame time, not 
exaſperate a Man, who ſhe knew had it 
in his power to become a dangerous Enc- 
my; ſhe anſwer d, that ſhe cou'd not re- 
concile to her Conſcience, the Thoughts 
of marrying a Perſon, who had two 
Wives living, neither of thoſe Marria- 
ges being in her Opinion ſufficiently an- 
null'd to render it lawful for him to enter 
into a third: But this, inſtcad of ſerving 
as an Excuſe, was the means of ruining 
her; for the Conſpirators immediately 
ſet about it, and in a ſmall time got 
both his former Engagements made en- 
tirely void, and declared ſo by ſecular 
Wien appointed for that purpoſe, 

hen this was done, they went with 

BoTHWELL 
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BoTHWELL to her, claiming what ſhe 
had ſaid as a Promiſe. The Queen was 
now at her Wit's cnd ; but to ſtop his 
mouth for the preſent, created him Earl 
of ORKNEY. This cvcry body look'd 
on, as the firſt ſtep to his mounting the 
Throne, and ſoon after, taking the Ad- 
vantage of this Suggeſtion, a Contract of 
Marriage was drawn up, to which they 
either compell'd, or perſuaded moſt of 
the Nobility to ſet their hands, in token 
of Approbation. The Queen now find- 
ing herſelf outreach'd, knew not what 
to have recourſe to ; but to defer at leaſt 
what ſhe was unwilling ſhou'd ever come 
ro pals, ſhe tells them ſhe cou'd not con- 
ſent to hurry up an Affair of ſo much 
Importance, but that ſhe muſt attend an 
Anſwer from the Gulsks her Uncles, 
whoſe Advice ſhe had entreated. BoTh- 
WELL, and thoſe who ſeconded him in 
this Undertaking, perceiving the Queen's 
Inclinations, and that there was little to 
be hoped for from Submiſſion, reſolv'd 
to try contrary Meaſures. Therefore, 
having conſulted among themſelves; 
one day as the Queen was returning 
from Sterling, where ſhe had been to vi- 
fit the young Prince, BOTHWELL, ac- 
company'd by a great Number of Horſe- 
men, ſeiz'd on the Queen, and carried 
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her to the Caſtle of Dunbar. This un. 
expected Inſolence flung her into the ut. 
moſt Rage, ſhe knew not which was 
greateſt, the Aſſurance of BoTHWELL in 
committing an Action againſt his Queen, 
which was an unpardonable Crime, if 
offcr'd to a private Perſon ; or her own 
Unhappineſs, in not being able to find 
dut a Remedy for this Diſaſter. After he 
had allow 'd her ſome Time for venting 
her juſt Grief, he came, and throwing 
himſelf at her Feet, conjured her to par- 
don what he had donc; he added, that 
ſeeing neither his Tears, nor Prayers, 
nor the Intereſt of his Friends, nor the 
Advice of the Nobles cou d prevail any 
thing on her in his. favour, he had re- 
ſolvd an that Method, which nothing 
but the moſt yiolent Paſſion cou'd have 
compell'd him to make uſe of, and that 
if ſhe imagin'd herſelf in any danger of 
any future Violence, he begg d ſhe wou'd 
that moment caſe herſelf of it, by taking 
away his Life, which he then offcr'd her 
the means to do, by drawing a Dagger, 
and preſenting her with the Handle. 
He was too well acquainted with the 
Mildneſs of the Queen's Nature, to appre- 
hend any Danger from the Preſent he 
made her This Behaviour diſarm'd 
her of great Part of the Indignation ſhe 
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had concciv'd againſt him, which he caſi- 
ly percciving, reſumed his Diſcourſe, 
telling her, that if ſhe wou'd condeſcend 
to countenance his Addreſſes, as ſhe had 
done the Lord DARLx's, who was her 
Subject as well as himſelf, ſhe ſhou'd be 
ccrtain of having a Man, who wou'd ſpill 
every Drop of his Blood to make her ab- 
ſolute in a Kingdom, wherein her Power 


Was limited by rebellious Subjects; and 
that it wou'd be caſier for him to do 


ſo, becauſe he had the Favour of all the 
Nobility, which HENRI never cou'd ob- 


tain. And at the ſame time to convince 


her of the Truth of what he ſpoke, he 
pluck'd out the Contract of Marriage, 
ſign'd by all the Chief of the Nobles. 
The Queen, who had been exceſſively 
ſurprized at BoTHWELL's manner of 
procecding, was infinitely more ſo, when 
ſhe ſaw thoſe very Hands to it, which ſhe 
expected wou'd ſoon be arm'd in her De- 
fence, and puniſh his Inſolence. Not 
knowing what to do in this Extremity, 
ſhe told him, that ſince the States of the 
Kingdom were bent upon it, ſhe wou d 
not refuſe what they deſired; but ſaid, ſhe 
expected he ſhou d ſet her at liberty, if 
it were only for his ſake, that what ſhe 
did might not look more like Compul- 
ſion than Free-will, ——To this he wil- 
„ . . 6 404 lingly 
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lingly conſented, and aſſured her ſhe 
ſhou'd return to Edinburgh in a fey 
days. In the mean time, he gave no- 
tice to the Conſpirators to be ready with 
good Forces the Day he ſhou'd bring her 
back, which they obcy'd him in; and 
this unhappy Queen, tho ſhe had chang' 
Place, did not find her Condition in the 
leaſt alter'd ſhe ſaw herſelf a Priſo- 
ner in the Capital City of her Kingdom, 
and that all the Nobility had combined to 
ruin her Honour. The Biſhop of 
Orkney having proved, that the two for. 
mer Marriages of BoTHWELL were law. 
fully annull'd, ſhe was forced to give way 
to a Violence, which ſhe cou'd by no 
means avoid. — The Banns were pub. 
liſh'd at low Maſs, and the Nuptials ce- 
lebrated without any Magnificence. E- 
ven the French Embaſſador refuſed to be 
— tho BOTHWELL carneſtly begg d 
im to it. But ſhort were the Joys this 
men brought, ſcarce was a Month 
paſs'd over, when the Malecontents be- 
gan to fill the Town with Libels accu- 
ſing BOTHWELL of the King's Murder, 
of ſcizing the Queen, and of an Inten- 
tion of making away with the young 
Prince, as he had done with his Father. 
Hereupon a great Number of People 
took Arms, with the Earlof MonroN a 
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* their head, in order, as they pretended, 
to reſcue the Queen from the Tyranny of 
* BoTHWELL, and the Miſeries of a forc'd 


3 Marriage. 


ON the other ſide, BoTHWELL, who 


© wanted not Courage, back'd by the 


ueen's Authority, rais d an Army, and 


| took the Field with a much greater Pow- 


er than the Rebels had. Tho it was caſy 


for him to have prov'd, that MorToON, 
and the chief of thoſe who now oppos'd 
him, had an cqual ſhare with himſelf 
in the Murder of the King; yet know- 
' ing how hatcful ſucha Declaration would 
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make him to the Queen, who ſtill believ d 
him innocent, he forbore it, and reſolv'd 
to have recourſe only to open Force, to 
revenge himſelf of thoſe Traitors. Tis 
very probable, that had they come to 
Blows, as they were pretty near it, near 


| Muſſelborough, where the two Armies 


met, the 1 Party would have had 
the better, ſhe commanding them in Per- 
ſon: but the Conſpirators would not 
truſt to the Event of a Battel, but betook 
themſelves to their old Refuge, Cunning. 
After they had a long time cry'd out, 
they meant no hurt to the Queen, whoſe 
faithful Subjects they were, but only to 
BOTHWELL, the Murderer of their King; 

they 
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they ſent to her the Laird of GRAN E, 
Perſon who they knew ſhe had been uſed 
much to confide in, humbly to beſeech 
her, that ſhe would not protect ſo exe. 
crable and infamous, a Villain, that had 
deſtroy'd her Husband, diſhonour'd her. 
ſelf, and aim'd at the ruin of her Son, 
Some ſay, that he produced ſome Pa. 
pers, which, with other Reaſons he had 
given her. ſince his Marriage, made her 
fearful he was in reality concern'd in that 
horrid A&; which ſhocking her gentle 
Soul with the moſt terriblc Alarm, ſhe 
rcſoly'd, let what would be the conſe. 
quence, never more to lic by a Man, who 
*twas not impoſſible but might have been 
guilty of what he was accuſed She 
could not look on him without deteſta- 
tion; ſo dcep an Impreſſion had what 
the lately heard made on her, that he ne- 
ver came into her Preſence, but the ima- 
gin d ſhe bcheld him ſtain'd with her Huſ- 
band's Blood : and, unablc to ſuſtain the 
dreadful Idea, ſne bid him be gone, and ne- 
ver more appear before her, till he could 
find means to clear himſelf more fully 
than yet he had done, of the monſtrous 
Action laid to his charge Ae ſul- 
lenly obey d, and withdrew from the Ar- 
my, meditating on Meaſures which ſhall 

be hereafter relate. 
AF: 
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AFTER his Departure, the Laird of 
GRANGE, who acted ſincerely inthis Af- 
fair, being ignorant that thoſe who ſent 


him, only made uſe of him as a Cloak to 
cover their pernicious Deſigns, told the 


uccn, if ſhe would go over to their Ar- 


| my, ſhe would find every one ready to 
receive her, and that ſhe would by that 
Confidence entirely re-cſtabliſh the Tran- 
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quillity of the Nation without Blood- 
ſhed. The wiſeſt of her Friends adviſed 
her openly againſt it, telling her that ſhe 
had already experienced the Perfidiouſ- 
neſs of theſe Nobles too feelingly, to truſt 
them again, eſpecially when ſhe had it 
in hcr power to puniſh them for all their 
former Treaſons; and that if ſhe pleaſed 


to give the word, they would immediate- 


ly fall on them, and doubted not to bring 


the chief of the rebellious Faction bound 
before her. This was Counſel which 
one would think ſhe ſhould not have 
rejected: But alas! this unfortunate Prin- 
ceſs had not the power of taking it; her 
ill Genius made her blind to this only 
Opportunity Fortune ever preſented her 
with, of ſaving herſelf. The Mildneſs of 
her Diſpoſition went in concert with the 
Malice of her Enemies, and both toge- 
ther render d her the moſt miſerable of 

all 
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all that ever wore a Crown She 
cou'd not endure the thoughts of ſpilling 

the Blood even of thoſe who had not e- 

nough in their Veins to recompence for 

the Treaſons they had been guilty of to 

her. In ſhort, flattcring herſelf that her 

Preſence among them wou'd awe thoſe 

who were not yet diſpoſed to Loyalty, 

and her Mcrcy win them to Repentance, 
ſhe disbanded her faithful Troops, and, 
attended only by a few ſelect Friends, 
went over to the Army; where ſhe wa; 
no ſooner arrivd, than theſe Traitor 
ſeiz d on her Perſon, committing her to 
a ſtrong Guard of their own chuſing, like 
a Priſoner of War. They now cxulted 
with a malicious Joy, that they had ob- 
tain'd the utmoſt of their Deſires, the 
Queen wholly defenceleſs in their hands, 
and BoTHWELL diſobliged and fled, in 
whoſe power alone it was, to clear her of 
the Accuſations they intended to lay to 
her charge. After they had preſented 
her with two Standards, on which were 
painted the King murder d, with his little 
Son at his fect, holding up his Hands, 
as crying to Heaven for Vengcance; 
they led her in a kind of Triumph to 
Edinburgh, where ſhe appear'd ſo co- 
ver d with Duſt and Tears, that her Face 
was hardly to be known; they lodg'd 
her 
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her not in the Palace, which they had 
plunder'd, but in the Houſe where her 
Husband was kill'd, it being ſince the 
Fire rebuilt : where having paſs'd the 


Night, without ſuffering any of her 


* Maids, or Ladies of Honour, to come 
* near her, they ſet her the next morning 


on an ugly ill-favour'd Horſe, that they 
met with by chance in the Fields; and 
in this miſerable Equipage conducted her 
to the Caſtle of Loch- Levin, which at 
that time was in the poſſeſſion of the Mo- 


ther of the Earl of Murray. The Hatred 
this Woman bore her, made her gladly 


undertake the Charge of uſing her ill, 


according to the Rebels deſire. — She of- 
fer d her a thouſand Indignities, telling 


her, among other things, that ſhe was 


but a Mock Queen; that ſhe had uſurp'd 
the Crown from her Son the Earl of 
MuRRayY, who, ſhe ſaid, was in reality 
the right Hcir, boaſting that ſhe had 
been the lawful Wife of IAM EES the 
Fifth. 


MORT ON, and the reſt of the 
Traitors, had pitch'd on this Caſtle for 
the Queen's Priſon, becauſe it was ſitua- 
ted in the middle of a Lake ſix Miles 
round ; whereby ſhe was entirely de- 


prived of ſeeing any one but thoſe that 
| | be- 
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belong'd to them, which they plainly 
ſhow'd they reſolv'd ſhe ſhou'd not, by 
their refuſing admittance to the French 
Ambaſſador, when he came, and moſt 
carneſtly requeſted it. In ſhort, there is 
no better way of repreſenting the Hard. 
ſhips ſhe endur'd, than by inſerting two 
Letters, which ſhe found means to write 
to CATHERINE DE MEDICIS: The firſt 
contain'd the following Lines, 


MADAM, 
Receiv'd the Letter you were pleas'd 
to comfort me with in my miſerable 
Condition; the Bearer was clapt into 
Priſon, where he ſtill continues : judge 
by that, of the Inhumanity of my cruel 
Jailors I moſt humbly thank you 
For the promiſe you make 7 helping me 
in this Diſtreſs — ly wretched 
State puts it out of my power to offer 
you any thing in return, but my good 
Wiſhes, which you have always had 
T have had the utmoſt difficulty to ſend 
this Meſſenger to acquaint you with the 
Truth of my Misfortunes, and bumbl) 
to beſeech you, that you will take com- 
paſſion of me T truſt in God, that 
_ which my Enemies are continu: 
ally perſecuting me with, is fabulous, 


that one of the Articles of the na” 
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of Peace the King your Son has made 
with his rebellious Subjects, is, that he 


| ſhall forſake my Intereſts, and that the 


Prince of Condee, and the Admiral wall 
come tono Agreement on any other Terms. 
T cannot give credit to Tidings ſo terri- 
ble without flinging myſelf into the ut- 
moſt Deſpair ext to Heaven I 
rely intirely on you, and hope you will 
not in this dreadful Calamity abandon 
me Believe what this Bearer ſhall 
inform you, as tho it were myſelf that 
ſpoke it, for I have Time to write no 
more, but only pray to God to keep you in 
his holy Protettion, ſafe from the Miſe- 
ries, which Treaſon brings, and which 


is the Portion at preſent of 


Yout unhappy, but ever 


| obcdicnt Daughter 
From my Priſon, the 

f b. | 
laſt Day of Marc M. R. 


The Superſcription was, To Madam 
2 Queen of France, my Mot her- in- 
aw, | 


The 
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The other was in theſe Terms. 


MADAM, 
Write to you at the ſame time, that 
T write to the King yourSon ; by the 
ſame Bearer, I beſeech you both to have 
pity on me I am now fully convinced 
it muſt be by Force alone I can be deli. 
ver d; if you ſend never ſo few Troops ty 
countenance the matter, I am certain 
great Numbers of my Subjects will riſe 
to join them, but without that, they ar: 
over-aw'd by the Power of the Rebels, 
and dare * * nothing of themſelves 
The Miſeries 1 endure are more 

than I once believd was in the power of 
mortal Sufferance to ſuſtain, and live; 
give credit to this Meſſenger, who can 
inform you all; I have no Opportunity 
to write, but while my Failors are at 
dinner have compaſſion on my wretched 
Condition, I conjure you, and may God 
= on you all the Bleſſings you can wiſh: 

am 


. 


Your ever dutiful, tho' mo: 
wretched and afflicted Daughter, 


NM. R. 


The Superſcription the ſame as the fore- 
going. 
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THIS Stile will ſeem very extraordins 
ry to thoſe, who conſider it was a Queen 


that wrote; a Queen, who not only 
once wore the firſt Crown in Europe, 


but was alſo Heir of three Kingdoms: 
Yet fo far were the Hardſhips, which obli- 
ged her to write in a Stile ſo unworthy 
of her Rank, from mollifying the Hearts 
of thoſe Barbarians, who inflicted them, 
that they were daily holding Conſulta- 


tions what to do with her. There were 
* ſome ſo cruel as to propole ſtrangling” her 


at herBed-poſts,thereby to make the World 


believe ſhe had done it herſelf, to avoid 


receiving her Puniſhment at the Hands 
of the common Exccutioner, when ſhe 
found her Crimes were diſcover'd. But o- 
thers, more politick, were for doing no- 
thing till MuxRAx came: for tho he had 
been the firſt Author and Contriver of 


all that had been done; yet, as Traitors 
commonly diſtruſt one another, they 
| were fearful, that if the Queen were 


made away before he came, he wou d 
pretend a Diſlike of it, and by throwing 


the Odium all on them, engroſs the 


whole Power into his own hands. He 
was then in France, where the King and 
Queen, and the Guisks careſs'd him ve- 


ry much, in order to bind him to Queen 
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Mary's Intereſts; not imagining, that 
he was, at that very time, treating with 
the Admiral about getting the Crown in 
this Confuſion of Affairs. 


WHILE theſe things were in agita- 
tion, MURRAY receciv'd advice of all that 
was doing in Scotland, by means of the 
Engliſh Ambaſſador there, to whom 

ueen ELIZABETH had ſent an Expreſs, 
to bid MunRAx return to Scotland x 
ſoon as poſlible ; but he would not con. 
ſent to it, till he heard news of the 
Queen's Death, which he expected would 
ſoon be brought him. Burt in this he de- 
cciv'd himſelf; MoRro, and the others 
of the Faction, were not to be over- 
reach'd this way: however, to do ſome- 
thing worthy of the great Task of Mil: 
chief they had undertaken they got 
ready an Inſtrument, wherein the Queen 
was to reſign the Crown to her young 
Son, under MuRRay's Regency; but 
when they brought it to her, in order for 
her ſigning it, ſhe reſolutely anſwer'd, 
that ſhe would not do it; and that hold- 
ing her Life and Crown together, ſhc 
would not part with the one without the 
other. Queen EL1ZABETH hearing of 
this Proceeding, ſent an Ambaſſador ex- 
traordinary, to adviſe her as a _— to 
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ſign that Inſtrument, which as ſhe was 
not at liberty, would ſtand for nothing, 
and could no way prejudice her; but if 
ſhe continu d obſtinate in her refuſal, it 
might perhaps endanger her Lite, Pre- 
ſently after ſhe had recciv'd this Meſſage, 
the Lord Linpsay, one of the moſt bru- 
tal Men of his Time, entcr'd her Cham- 
ber, and, without any regard to that Re- 
ſpect due from a Subject to his Sovereign, 
pluck d the Paper out of his Pocket, and 
told her if ſhe did not that inſtant ſign it, 
they would take meaſures to compel her 
to jt, It was in vain that ſhe remonſtra- 
ted to him, that the Nobility had no 
power to oblige her to this Reſignation z 
that Munrar's Aim was to get poſle(- 
ſion of the Throne, and that her Son, 
being but a Child, could not expect very 
humane Treatment from thoſe who had 
prov'd themſelves ſuch cruel Enemies to 
his Mother ———--Linpsay would not 
ſuffer her to make an end of what ſhe was 
about to ſay ; but fierccly interrupting 
her, ſwore, if ſhe would conſent no o- 
ther way, ſhe ſhould ſign it with her 
Blood. Tho her Courage and Con- 
ſtancy had hitherto been very great, yet 
the Fear of Death, being now augmented 
by that of dying before ſhe had juſtify'd 


herſelf of thoſe Crimes laid to her 
bs I 3 charge, 
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charge, made her ſign it, without ſo much 
as looking to ſce what was allow'd her 
for a Maintenance: She only deſir'd to 
have a hearing before the States of the 
Kingdom, proteſting that ſhe would ſub- W 
mit to any Puniſhment, ifthey found her N 
guilty of the Death of her Husband. 


Author of all the Misfortuncs ſhe had 
ſuffer d; and that, whatcycr Promiſes he 
made to their Majcſtics, he made quite 
different ones to Col iN. He paſsd 
thro England, where he ttcated with 
Qucen ELIZABETH, who promis'd him 
the utmoſt Aſſiſtance to carry on his De- 


mi 
But to this Requeſt they gave no anſwer tor 
at preſent ; overjoy d that they had com- ¶ St: 
paſs d their Intents, they went immedi. | thi 
ately to Sterling, where the young Prince ha 
then was, and making uſe of his Inno- to 
cence to protect their Crime, they re 
crown'd him King, with a deſign to + 
deprive him of Dignity and Life at once. 
t 
MURRAT being now inform'd that 1 5 
all things went according to his wiſh, 1 « 
leaves France, where he was told it would = 
not be ſafe for him to continue long, by e 
reaſon the Archbiſhop of Glaſtow had 1 
given them information, that he was ſc: | © 
cretly the greateſt Enemy the Qucen of | t 
Scotland had, and had been the prime B 


ſigns, 
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ſigns, which he pretended to her were 


l only to eſtabliſh Proteſtantiſm on a more 
ſure Foundation than it had yet been in 


; Scotland. 


ON his arrival in that Country, which 
might bluſh to have given birth to ſo no- 
torious a Deceiver, he ſummon'd the 
States of the Kingdom together, and got 
the Act of Reſignation ratify d; tho he 
had moſt ſolemnly promis d the GUISES 
to reſtore her to her Authority, and had 
receivd conſiderable Preſents from them 


to that end. 


AFTER this Declaration of the 
States, tho' the Earl of MURRAY Was ab- 


ſolute Maſter of all, yet, nevertheleſs, as 
Ambition is never ſatisfied, he content- 


ed not himſelf with knowing that he Was 
King in effect; there wanted alſo the 
Title, to make him perfectly happy. He 
therefore caus d it to be inſinuated to the 
People, that his Mother had been the 
lawful Wife of James the Fifth, which, 
as he ſaid, might be ſeen in the Epiſco- 
pal Court of St. Andrews; the Con- 
ſummation which follow'd, madc the 
Marriage valid. But this not anſwering 
his Ends, becauſe, if it had been truc, 
it muſt have follow'd of courſe, that not 

I 4 only 
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only MARx of the Houſe of Guisꝝ muſt 
have been his Concubine, but likewiſe 
the Lady MAGDALENE allo, who was 
James the Fifth's firſt Wife; he had re- 
courſe to another Method to accompliſh 
his Deſign. He ſpread abroad a Rumour 
by his 1 that the young King was 
not legitimate, not being the Son of 
HENRT DARLY, but of DAVID R1zo; 
that therefore they were not bound to ac- 
knowledge him, tho' he had been 
crown'd. But far from doing himſelf a- 
ny good by this Project, he opend the 
Eyes of a Number of Lords, and eſpeci- 
ally the HAMILTONS, to ſee the miſera- 
ble State, to which the Queen was redu- 
ccd, and the Inſolence of this Baſtard, 


THESE. Nobles and Gentlemen, 
who at length reſumed their Loyalty, af. 
ter trying ſeveral ways, which had proved 
ineffectual, her Beauty at laſt accom- 
pliſh'd what all their Wits in vain had 
aim'd at. GEORGE DOUGLAS, the young. 
eſt of Murray's Mother's Sons, living 
with her in the ſame Caſtle where the 
Qucen was confincd, viſited her often, 
Icd at firſt only by Compaſlion, to en- 
deavour to divert the melancholy Hours, 
ſhe pals'd in that diſmal State; but the 
{ arms of this beautiful Queen were not 
: ſuch 
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ſach as cou'd be ſafely gazed on; ſcarce - 
cou'd the moſt experienc'd and prepoſ- 
ſeſs d Boſom refuſe Entrance to ſo lovely 
an Idea; much leſs a Heart unguarded, 
render, and ſuſceptible as was his. 


He no ſooner cntertain'd a Paſſion for 
her, than he began to revolve in his 
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| Mind, if there were not a Poſſibility of 
ſetting her at liberty; and as there is no- 


thing ſo tranſporting to him, who is re- 


ally a Lover, as the means of ſerving the 


Object of his Affection, he ſuffer'd no 
Reſt to take Poſſeſſion of his Faculties, 


till he had found the happy Secret: He 


firſt by great Bribes won thoſe of her 


Guard to countenance his Deſigns, and 


by degrees brought over to his ſide his 


> Nephew WILLIAM DoucLas, a Youth 
of about 16 Ycarsof Age; then gave no- 


tice to the HAMILTONS, and a few o- 
thers, who he knew were well diſpos'd 
toward her, to be ready with about 3 or 
400 Horſe at a little diſtance from the 
Lake on a particular Day, which he ap- 
pointed, and ſet apart for the Execution 
of the Scheme he had laid. When 
every thing was ready, WILLIAM Dov- 
GLAS, with admirable dexterity, ſtole the 
Keys of the Apartment where the Queen 
was lodg'd from his Mother as ſhe ſat at 
dinner x "after which, his, Uncle « GEORGE 

madc 
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made faſt the Door of the Room, and 
calling thoſe of the Guard, who were of 
the Party, to their aſſiſtance, they went 
out at a little Gate, which open'd on a 
Lake, where a Boat being ready, they 
put the Queen with thoſe two Maids of 
Honour, who had been allow'd to attend 
her, into it; where accompanying her 
themſelves, they got ſafe on the other 
ſide, before the Mother, or othcr Bro- 
thers,cou'ddo any thing to prevent them. 
One thing was pretty remarkable in their 
Flight, which was, that one of the 
Maids of Honour, having by ſome acci- 
dent-in the Hurry been left in the Cham- 
ber, and not able to open the Gate, 
which they had lock'd on the outſide, ſhe 
threw herſelf out of the Window with- 

out receiving the leaſt Hurt or Bruiſe, 
tho' it was a very great Height from the 
Ground. 

A 8 on as the Queen, and hcr little 
Company were landed, they were recciv'd 
by the. Horſemen they expected, and 
conducted by them to HAMILTON, which 
is about four Leagues from Glaſcow, 
where Munn Av at chat time was. The 
Number of People that flock d to her from 
all Parts, when they heard of her Eſcape, 


to ſtrehgthen'd her Forces, that the Earl of 


MURRAY 
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MURRAY had Thoughts of leaving Glaf- 
cow, 'and going to Sterling tothe young 
Prince, in hope thereby to obtain better 
Terms of the Queen. On the other 
hand, ſhe having call'd a Council on her 
further Proccedings, they all. adviſe her 
to go to Dunbritton, which was look d 
on as an impregnable Place, and tarry 
there till ſuch time as the Troops, which 
had ever preſery'd their Loyalty towards 
her, ſhou'd be, gather d together. But 
this unhappy Princeſs, who was never 
without a Traitor. about her, had now 
one in her Council, who, gave notice to 
the Earl of MuRR AY, and at the ſame 
time deſired he wou d lead his Forces to 
a certain Place, thro which the N 
was obliged to, Pals. in her way to Dun- 
britton, and warning him, if they came to 
a Battle, to bend. the whole Strength of 
his Forces againſt the Van-Guard, telling 
him, that he wou d take care of the reſt. 


ALL this happen'd according to their 
Deſire The. Queen ſct forward on 
her Journey, MURRAY with a conſidera- 
ble Body met, and attack d her Forces at 
the Place appointed; the Van: Guard 
made a ſtout Reſiſtance, and tis not to 
be doubted, but if the others had fought 
with the fame Spirit and Reſolution, ſhe 
wou'd have gain d the Victory: but thoſe 

Who 
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who were really Royaliſts, being oppreſs'd 
by Numbers, and not well ſeconded by 
the others, were almoſt all cut to pieces, 
on which the reſt fled, 


FORTY-SEVEN Noblemen of the 
Houſe of HAMILTON ſignalized their Loy- 
alty by gloriouſly loſing their Lives in de- 
fence of their Queen; thoſe who were ta- 
ken alive, were bound, and fetter d like 
Villains, and treated with the utmoſt In- 
dignitics. As to the Queen, ſhe no ſooncr 
ſaw the Battle loſt, than ſhe. withdrew 
herſelf with all the expedition ſhe cou'd 
towards the Borders of her Kingdom 
next England, without making any ſtop 
till ſhe came to Dundrenon, where ſhe 
adviſed with the few Followers ſhe had 
left, what was beſt to be done. It was thc 
Opinion of ſeveral, that it was belt for her 
to remain where ſhe was, till ſhe cou'd 
receive Aſſiſtance, either from thoſe of 
her Subjects, whoſe Faith yet continu'd 
uncorrupted, or from ſome forcign Pow- 
er; others thought that Place wou d af- 
ford her but ſmall Defence in caſe the 
Rebels ſhou'd purſue her there, and 
wou'd have had her retire to one of 

greater Strength: ſome thought neither 
of theſe Expedients promis d any Scguri- 
ty, and dar her to go directly ta 

France; 
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France; reminding. her,. that the Rank 
ſne had bore there, the Power and Inte- 
reſt of her Uncles the Gvu1ses, and the 
Reputation that King had, of affording a 
Refuge for all diſtreſs'd Princes, gave her 
no toom to queſtion, but ſhe wou'd be 
kindly reccivid. But as if it was not c- 
nough that Fortune had always been a- 


' gainſt her, but that ſhe muſt alſo herſelf 


puſh on her own Ruin, ſhe had not the 
Power of liſtening to this Advice, which 
in all probability might have preſcry'd 
her from the Miſeries and untimely 
Death ſhe after met with. She anſwer d 
therefore the ſeveral Advices were given 
her in this manner : That as touching the 
two firſt, ſhe cou'd not think herſelf ſafe 
any where in her own Kingdom, till ſhe 
had found means to ſubdue it by Force, 
having ſo often experienced the Treache- 
ry of the People; and as for the other, 
ſhe cou'd not condeſcend to appcar as a 
Fugitive in France, whoſe Crown ſhe 
had once wore with ſo much Splendor ; 
and told them, that juſt before her eſcape 
ſhe had receiv'd Letters from Queen ELI- 
ZABETH, promiſing her the Continu- 
ance of Friendſhip, which made her 
think, as her caſe now was, England the 
moſt proper Placc for her Retirement. 
There were few of this Opinion beſide 
2 ; herſelf; 
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herſelf; but all that the Archbiſhop of 
Fr. Andrews, or the reſt of them "dp 
alledge to diſſuade het, was in vain: and 
tho, when obſtinate ly bent to go, ſhe 
was paſſing the Ford for that purpoſe, he 
plung'd into the Water after her, and, 
catching hold of her Horſc's Bridle, con- 
jured her to turn back; Fate and her ill 
Genius ſtop'd her Ears, and on ſhc haſten d 
to Deſtruction and irremediable Ruin. 


HOW mournful ſocver the Adven- 
tures of this Queen, which we have al- 
ready related, may appear, they may be 
accounted fortunate, when conſider'd in 
competition with thoſe that follow: we 
ſhall now ſec her ſtriving with unſur- 
mountable Difficulties, defending her 
Reputation againſt Scotland, and her 
Life againſt England We ſhall find 
her ncareſt Kindred eſtranged from their 
own Blood, and the richeſt Kingdom in 
the World refuſing Suſtenance to a Prin- 
ceſs, whom once with ſo much Joy they 
look d on as their Queen. 


AS ſoon as ſhc had left the Borders of 
Scotland, ſhe diſpatched a Gentleman to 
Queen ELIZABETH, with a Mark of 
Friendſhip ſhe had recciv'd from her; it 
was a Diamond which ſhe ſent in ex- 
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change of one the Queen of Scots had 
reſented to her, each agreeing to aſſiſt 
the other on all occaſions whatſocycr, on 
ſight of cither of theſe Tokens. Altho' 
BUCHANAN wrote an Epigram on that 
which Qucen Maxr ſent, yet he makes 
no mention of it in Hiſtory ; becauſe his 
Aim being to clear ELIZABETH, he wou d 
not diſcover her Breach of Promiſe, by 
relating this Particular. On returning 
the Jewel, ſhe wrote with it this Letter to 
Queen ELIZABETH. 


OU are not ignorant, my deareſt 

| Siſter, of great part of my Miſ- 
ortunes ; but theſe which induce me to 
write at preſent, have happen'd too _ 
muſt therefore acquaint you as briefly as 
T can, that ſome of my Subjects whom 
1 moſt confided in, and had rais d to the 
higheſt pitch of Honour, have taken up 
arms againſt me, and treated me with 
theutmoſt Indignities — By unexpetted 
Means, the Almighty Diſpoſer of all 
things deliver'd me from the cruel Im- 
priſonment I lay under; but have ſince 
loſt a Battel, in which moſt of thoſe 
who preſerv'd their Integrity, fell before 
my eyes Tam now forc'd out of my 


Kingdom, and driven to ſuch * 
that, 
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that, next to God, I have no hope bit 
in your Goodneſs — Ieſeech you there. 
fore, my dear Siſter, that I may be con- 
Aucted to your Preſence, that I may ac. 
quaint you with all my Affairs. h the 
mean time, I beſeech God to grant you 
all heavenly Benedictions, and to me 
Patience and Conſolation ; which luf 
1 hope, and pray, to obtain, by your 
means——To remind you of the Rea 
ſons ] have to depend on England, I 
ſend back to its Queen this Token of her 

promis'd Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance. 


Your Affectionate 
| Siſter, 
From Dundrenon, the 4 
7th Day of Fuly. N. R 


AFTER ſhe had left Dundrenon, 
ſhe came to Wirkinton, from thence to 
Cockermouth, then to Carliſle, in thc 
Road to London; where ſhe doubted not 
but to ſec ELIZABETH: but the firſt 
ſhock ſhe met with, was a Meſſenger 
from that Queen, to put a ſtop to her 
coming any farther. He told her, that 
his Royal Miſtreſs intended neither to be 
the judge nor the Refuge of her Inno- 
cence, till it had been clear d by thoſe 
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more proper to decide the matter. He 
added alſo, that his Queen deſired ſhe 
wou d not take it as a proof of Unkind- 
neſs, that ſhe refuſed to ſce her, while 
ſhe continu'd under Imputations ſo un- 
worthy of her Rank and Virtue, as thoſe 
which her Subjects, and indeed the whole 


World, had branded her with. 


| LET any one judge how tettible this 
Reception mult be to a Princeſs, whoſc 
Spirit was little able to brook Reproof; 
and who knew herſclf guilty of no other 
Crime than Ill-fortunc ; but ſhe had 
ſcarcc Time, cithct to reflect on, or an- 
ſwer what the Meſſenger ſaid, before the 
Lord Scoop, with a Party of the 
Queen's Guards, appear d with an order 
to carry her to Bolton: It was now plain, 
that inſtcad of, a Gueſt, ſhe was become 
a Priſoner in England; nor was it in her 
power in the firſt guſt of her Indignation 
to forbcar venting i it in theſc, or the like 
Terms: That ſhe held her Crown from 
God alone, and cou'd be judg'd by no 
other that ſhe expected not Treat- 
ment ſo injufious and that it was 
both inhoſpitable and unjuſt, to uſe her 
as an Enemy, who came as a Friend. 
The Lord Scroor endeavour d to pacify 
her as much as poſſible, by telling her, 
K that 
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that the gracious Queen did nothing, but 
thro' Zcal to ſerve her, that it was necet. 
fary ſhe ſhou'd be guarded ſomewhere, 
there being great Numbers of her Sub. 
jects in Eng land, who might poſſibly 
attempt ſome Violence; and that the 
Place ſhe was going to, was extremely 
pleaſant, and afforded every thing pro. 
per for her Entertainment. It was little 
in the power of ſuch Compliments to 
make her ſatisfy'd with her Condition; 
but while he was ſpcaking them, ſhe had 
Opportunity to refle&, that there was no 
Remedy but patient Sufferance ; and 
that ſince ſhe muſt be obliged to fuch 
Terms as Queen ELIZABETH fhou'l 
think proper, it wou'd be beſt for her to 
acknowledge her for a Judge, leſt ſhe 
ſhou'd have her for an Accuſer: And in 
a few days, ſubmitted herſelf ſo far as to 
write her word, that ſhc was very glad 
ſhe wou'd condeſcend to be an Arbitra- 
tor between her and her Subjects, being 
very well aflurcd her Innocence wou'd 
appear ſo plain, that ſhe won'd take on 
her the Title and Buſinc& of a Protcc- 
treſs; but ſhe humbly beſecech'd her at the 
tame time, that ſhe would delcgatc no o- 
ther in her room, alledging that a Queen 
cou'd ſtoop to be try'd before nothing 
leſs than a Queen, and that the Malice of 

her 
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her Enemies might bribe any other leſs 
impartial Judge. Queen ELIZABETH at 


firſt ſcem'd willing to agree to this, and 


gave an Anſwer full of Hope. By which 
this unfortunate Princeſs being again de- 
ceivd, broke the only meaſures, which 
* cou'd be found to ſave het. 


WHILE ſhe was at Bolton, thoſe 
Subjects, who had preſcrv'd their Allegi- 
ance were raiſing Forces on all ſides; a- 
mong others, the Earl of Argyle had al- 
ready croſs'd the River Dinnone with 
3000 Men, and thoſe of the HAMII.- 
TONS, who ſurvived the Battle, waited 


© with as many to join him at G/aſcow, 


the Rendevouz of all the Troops. The 
Earls of CASSELS and MONTGOMERY, 


with all their Followers and Tenants, 
* alſo added to the Number very conſide- 
rably, ſo that MuRRar percciving their 
Strength ſuperior to his, flew for Refuge 
to Qucen ELIZABETH, and told her, all 
he had hitherto done wou'd prove inct- 


: cual for the Service of the Protcſtants, 
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if ſhe did not put a helping hand to the 


deſtroying this Machine, which wou'd 
el ſe infallibly overturn all their leſſer Pro- 
jets. On this ſhe ſends immediately to 
Bolton, repreſenting to the Qucen of 
Scots how fatal ſuch a War wou'd bc to 
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her Subjects, and that it was altogether 
unneceſſary, ſince ſhe had promis'd on 
the Word of a Queen ſhe wou'd reſtore 
her to her Kingdom by ways leſs hazar- 
dous and bloody : Adding, that if ſhe 
refuſed this Advice, it wou'd be a plain 
Proof againſt her, that ſhe delighted in 
Acts of Cruclty. That poor Princeſs, 
whoſe Soul was cntircly the Reverſe, 
and prefcr'd Peace to every thing but Ho- 
nour, and believing ſo great a Queen az 
ELIZABETH wou'd not fallify the Pro- 
miſe ſhe had made, was willing to con- 
vincc her, that ſhe wholly rely'd upon 
her; and ſent with all poſſible Expedition 
to thoſe Lords, who had taken Arms for 
her, to disband their Forces, and return 

cach to their reſpective homes, for thai 
ſhe wou'd not reſume the Throne of 
Scotland, till gentle means ſhou'd lead 
her to it. "Twas with a Grief unſpcaka- 
ble, thoſe Noblcs percciv'd their. Queen 
thus blind to the Impoſitions put upon 
her, and aiding to her own Deſtruction; 
however, as it Was in her Name they had 
levy'd thoſe Forces, on her orders they 
were obliged to disband them: which 
they had no ſooner done, than MURRAY 
put in practice an Act of the greateſt Cru- 


elty, that ever was known, the Name of 
Regent giving him Authority to try or to 


condemn 
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condemn. He accuſed them of Treaſon 
againſt JAMES the Sixth, and, in the Son's 
Name, put thoſe who wou'd have pre- 
ſerv'd the Mother, either to Death, or 
drove them to ſeek Shelter in other leſs 
hoſpitable Nations, confiſcating their 


Eſtates for the Uſe of the King, that was 
in effect himſelf. It gave him however 


a terrible Shock, that ſome of thoſe, 
whole Fate it was to loſe their Lives by 
the Executioner, accuſed him on the Scaf- 
fold with their dying Breaths of being the 
Author and Contriver of thc late King's 
Murder”; many there were who believ'd 
it, and the Dcath of ſo many of the No- 
bility made him grow fo odious to the 
common People, that he durſt not ſtir a- 
broad without a Guard of 100 Men well 
arm'd : But having till the Authority in 
his own hands, he was above fearing any 
publick Attempt againſt him, 


THE Hope of Promotion, or Fear of 
offcnding-him, who had ſo much the 
Power to raiſe or ruin, got him a Party 
that prevail'd on the States of the King- 
dom to name Deputies for proſecuting 
Queen Marr ; thoſe appointed for this 
purpoſe were the Earl of Mok TON, the 
Biſhop of ORKNEY, the Commandator 
of DUMFERLIN, Baron LiNDsAY, 

3 JaMES 
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JAMES IE A; and Hzxnr BAL- 
NAw, who every one of them had been 
the Judges, that had acquitted Born- 
WELL of the King's Murder, when accu. 
ſed of it by the Queen. They choſe for 
their Advocate GEORGE BUCHANAN, 
who having been of twenty Employ- 
ments, the firſt of which was a Francif- 
can Fryar, crown'd all by acculing her, 
who had {aved him, when he was going 
to be burn'd for Hereſy. Theſe inſolent 
Men were not aſhamed to take the 
Titles of Deputies from King Jams 
the Sixth, and make the Innoccnt Child 
proſecute the Mother even unto Death. 
On the other ſide,” thoſe that appcar'd in 
her Defence, were the Bithop of Ross, 
WILLIAM Lord LEVINCSTONE, Ro- 
BERT Baron of Boyp, Gawin Com— 
mandator of KILVININ, JoHN GORDON, 
and James COCKBURN, whoſe Names 
will be as famous to Poſtcrity for their 
Truth and Loyalty, as the other infamous 
for ae and logratizude. 


| IN the mean time, ie who had 
all along flatter d herſelf with the Hope 
of having Queen ELIZABETH herſelf in 
preſence Judge of the Affair, found ſhe 
had been decciv'd; but her Condition ad- 
mitting of no Relief by complaining, ſhe 
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was obliged to wear a ſhow of Con- 
tentment. It was thought by moſt Peo- 
ple, that Queen ELIZABETH did this, leſt 
the Innocence of Marr ſhould appcar 
too plain for her to have any longer a 
pretence for dctaining in Priſon a So- 


vercign Queen, and one who was un- 


doubtcd Heir to the two Kingdoms her- 


ſelf was in Poſſeſſion of; beſides the 


Number of Letters under her Hand to 
Queen Mary, aſſuring her of all Kind- 
ncis, would have made her breach of 


Promiſe appear too plain. Giving her 


Reaſons therefore for this Procecding, ſhe 
appointed Commiſſioners in her place, 
who were, THoMas Duke of Norfolk, 
THoMaAs Earl of Suſſex, and Sir RALPH 
SADLER, to hcar and examine this Mat- 
ter at Jork. While this was doing, the 


Earl of MurRay diſtruſting either the 


Capacity, or fearing tlie Remorſe of thoſe 
pretended Deputies of the King, and wil- 
ling to haye the whole Management 
himſelf of this deciſive Blow, comes 
over, and went with the Commiſſioners 
to Tork, under pretence of giving Queen 
ELIZABETH an Account of what he had 
done in Scotland. 


BUT it was not the impending Tryal 


gf this Queen, that took up the Thoughts 
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of all the great Mcn at Court 
Flight of BoTHWELL and the Rumour 
that thc Queen had been only compell'd 
to marry him, made her be look d on as 


a Widow, The Earl of L#1CESTER, 


therefore, whom Qucen ELIZABETH had 
formerly flattered with the hope of marry- 
ing her, began to form new Deſires in his 
Mind; and thinking that her Misfortunes, 
and the Need ſhe ſtood in of that Queen's 
Aſliſtance, -whom he imagined he could 
prevail on, would bring her to conſent; ; 
the Deſign he had of becoming her 
Husband, made him expreſs a Compaſ: 
ſion for hcr Condition : which Queen 
ELfZABETH taking notice of, concciv'd 
a ſecret Indienation towards him, which 
afterwards broke Gut in a manner he did 
not expect.” „ #.. 2-1 0 


UEEN ELIZANET, who was the 
wiſeſt and moſt politick Woman of het 
Time, related as a great Secret the Suf: 
picion ſhe had of LricksrEn's Deſi ons 
to the Duke of NoRroLE; and know: 
ing he hated him, and was jcalous of his 
Power, imagined that the fear of ſeeing 
him Husband to the Queen of Scots, and 
conſequently Heir to the Crown of Eng- 
land, would induce him to put an end 
to bis Hopes, by finding her guilty : ſhe 
TEE ob . therc- 
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therefore made him Preſident of the 
Tryal. But here ſhe was once out in 
her Mcaſures : the Duke, who was Lord- 
Licutenant of that part of the Country 
which lies towards Scotland, happening 
to be there when ſhe came into England, 
had been to compliment her: the Sight 
of het produced Effects which Queen 
ELIZABETH little thought of, he became 
a paſſionate Adorer of her Charms, and 
he rejoiced to hive the Power of ac- 


quitting her, by that Authority which 


was given him to condemn her. 


GOING therefore with the otherCom- 
miſſioners, the Queen of Scotland's De- 
putics gave in their Defence in Writing 
alledging, that the Earl of MoRTON Bet 
the other factious Nobles had rais'd an Ar- 
my againſt the Queen, had thruſt her into 
Priſon, and treated her moſt unworthily ; 
that after that, MURRAy had ſeiz d on the 
Kingdom, and under pretence of acting 
for the young King, had made himſelf 
abſolute Maſter of all. Some days after the 
pretended Deputies of the other ſide gave 
in a Libel, cramb'd with a thouſand A- 
ſperſions againſt the Queen's Honour; 
they charged her with being privy to the 
Murder of the King her Husband acted 
by BOTHWELL, her ſecret Conſent to 

his 
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his ſeizing her, and afterwards marrying 
him, not by Compulſion, as they ſaid ſhe 
now pretended, but by free Choice. 
Theſe they alledged were the Reaſons for 
their taking Arms, that they might puniſh 
the Murderers of their King, and pre- 
ſerve the young Prince, whoſe Life was 
in continual Danger. They concluded 
with drawing this Inference, that ſince 
the Queen had reſigned the Crown in 
favour of her Son, who had becn in- 
veſted with all the Regal Solemnities 
under the Regency of MURRay, and 
that the Earl had reſtorcd every thing 
to good Order, and the Kingdom enjoy'd 
a perfect Tranquility, it was neceſſary, 
if they would haye it continue ſo, that 
the Queen ſhould come into it np more, 
and her Act of Reſignation be confirm d 
and declared valid. 


ALL this being plainly refuted by the 
Queen's Deputics, who made manifeſtly 
appcar, that it was they who had (ct 
on BOTHWELL to kill the King, and af— 
terwards obliged the Queen by force to 
marry. him; the Malice and Perjury of 
theſe Traitors appeared too plainly, for 
any diſintereſted Perſon to make a doubt 
which ſide they ought to favour. The 
Puke of NORFQLK having now, to his 
Paſſion 
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Paſſion for the Queen, join'd a certain 
Knowledge of her Innocence, thought 
himſelf by Honour as well as by Love, 
obliged todo her all the Service he could 
in this Affair The Deputies having, 
as we ſaid before, caſt ſeyeral Aſperſions 
on the Queen, and concluded with the 
Act of Reſignation, the] Duke required 
them to produce the Papers, which made 
good theſe Accuſations, and to make it 
appear that they had a Power to uſe this 
Violence againſt their Sovereign. As 
they could not in reality bring any Proofs 
of what they ſaid, but ſuch as might 
have been eaſily refuted, the Earl of 
MURRAY taking notice that the Duke 
made that Demand, and inſiſted on an 
Anſwer to it, with an Air and Manner, 
as if he were aſſured of her Innocence, 
preſently imagined there was fome pow- 
crful Motive made him behave in that 
faſhion. Nothing could feerm more 
ſtrange to him, than that a Courticr 
ſhould ſacrifice his Fortune for the ſafety 
of a Stranger; he could not tell how to 
think he could be ſway'd more by his 
Conſcience, than his Intcreſt, for he very 
well knew the Duke was not unac- 
quainted with the Will of the Queen, 
and that he was not choſen Preſident 
with a deſign he ſhould act in this 
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his ſcizing her, and afterwards marrying 
him, not by Compulſion, as they ſaid ſhe 
now pretended, but by free Choice, 
Theſe they alledged were the Reaſons for 
their taking Arms, that they might puniſh 
the Murdcrers of their King, and pre- 
ſerve the young Prince, whoſe Life was 
in continual Danger. Thcy concluded 
with drawing this Inference, that ſince 
the Queen had reſigned the Crown in 
favour of her Son, who had becn in- 
veſted with all the Regal Solemnities 
under the Regency of MURRay, and 
that the Earl had reſtored every thing 
ro good Order, and the Kingdom enjoy 4 
a perfect Tranquility, it was neccſlary, 
if they would haye it continuc ſo, that 
the Queen ſhould come into it np more, 
and her Act of Reſignation be confirm'd 
and declared valid. 


ALL this being plainly refuted by the 
Queen's Deputics, who made manifeſtly 
appcar, that it was they who had ſet 
on BOTHWELL to kill the King, and at- 
terwards obliged the Queen by force to 
marry him; the Malice and Perjury of 
theſe Traitors appeared todo plainly, for 
any diſintereſted Perſon to make a doubt 
which ſide they ought to favour. The 
Puke of NorFoLK having now, to his 

Paſſion 
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Paſſion for the Queen, join'd a certain 
Knowledge of her Innocence, thought 
himſelf by Honour as well as by Love, 
obliged todo her all the Service he could 
in this Affair The Deputies having, 
as we ſaid before, caſt ſeyeral Aſperſions 
on the Queen, and concluded with the 
Act of Reſignation, the] Duke required 
them to produce the Papers, which made 
good theſe Accuſations, and to make it 
appear that they had a Power to uſe this 
Violence againſt their Sovereign. As 
they could not in reality bring any Proofs 
of what they ſaid, but ſuch as might 
have been caſily refuted, the Earl of 
MURRAY taking notice that the Duke 
made that Demand, and inſiſted on an 
Anſwer to it, with an Air and Manner, 
as if he were aſſured of her Innocence, 
preſently imagined there was fome pow- 
erful Motive made him bchayc in that 
taſhion. Nothing could ſeem more 
ſtrange to him, than that a Courticr 
ſhould ſacrifice his Fortune for the ſafety 
of a Stranger; he could not tell how to 
think he could be ſway'd more by his 
Conſcience, than his Intereſt, for he very 
well knew the Duke was not unac- 
quainted with the Will of the Queen, 
and that he was not choſcn Preſident 
with a deſign he ſhould a& in this 
oo ES manner 
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manner. After ſome time of Con- 
ſideration, he at laſt remembred the 
Duke had ſcen the Queen of Scots, and 
was then no longer at a loſs for the Mo. 
tive which induced him to take her 
part; therefore to ſtop his farther Pro- 
ceeding, and get other Judges, or at 
leaſt another Preſident, he flatly deny'd 
to produce any Papers, unleſs the Com. 
miſſioners would promiſe in Queen 
EL1ZaBETH's Name to abandon Mar 
entirely if found guilty, and take into 
her Protection the young King. This 
Cavil was ridiculous enough, but if ir 
had been much more ſo, it would have 
anſwered his End; for — udges having 
no power to make any ſuch Promiſe, 
Meſſengers were ſent to the Queen to 
know her Mind in this Affair: MURRar 
found a Pretence to accompany them; 
and by relating the Behaviour of thc 
Duke, caſily induced her to appoint o- 
ther Commiſſioners immediately : they 
were the Chancellor Bacon, the Earl of 
LEICESTER, Earl of ARUNDEL, and 
the Lord CLIN TON, High Admiral of 
the Kingdom. MuRRay produced be- 
fore them a great many Love-Tetters, 
and Verſes which were infamous, which 
they pretended the Queen had written to 
BOTHWELL, and after that three ſeveral 

Con- 
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Contracts of Marriage made by her with 
the ſaid BOTHWELL, one of them in King 
HENRY's Life time, another immediately 
after his Death, and the third a few days 
before he ſciz d her; and ſeveral other 
ſuch things, all the Inventions of Bu- 
CHANAN. But he was ſoon anſwered by 
the Queen's Deputics, they prov'd that 
MuRRay had often counterfeited the 
Qucen's Hand-writing, and that this, cor- 
roborated by ſeveral Contradictions in 
their Accuſations, ſufficiently clcar'd the 
Queen of all they alledged againſt her. 
MurRay finding this would not do, has 
Recourſe to another Method: Having 
link d in a ſtrong Friendſhip with the 
Earl of LEICESTER, the Queen of Eng- 
lands Chief Favourite at that time, he told 
him he knew that the Queen's Inclina- 
tions were for taking off Mary at any 
rate, and that he knew a way to bring 
it about, it he would join in the Intent : 
and at the ſame time inform'd him of the 
Diſcovery he had made of the Duke of 
NoRFOLK's Paſſion for her. The Earl, 
whoſe Ambition very much excceded his 
Love, finding there was no Hopes that 
himſelf ſhould ſucceed, was over: joy d to 
have it in his power to ruin the Duke, 
whole Greatneſs he thought eclips d his, 
and be reveng'd at the ſame time on the 


Qucen, 
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Qucen, who had lighted his Addreſſes 
when offered her by Queen ELIZABETH: 
He therefore promiſed the Earl of Mug. 


RAY to do all hc deſired of him. This 


ſubtile Traitor having thus ſecured the 
Earl of LEICESTERVS Intercſt, one day 
accoſts the Duke ; and after ſome intro- 
ductory Diſcourſes on trifling Affairs, 
tells him, he thought the only way for the 

ucen of Scots to remedy her Misfor- 
tunes, would be to marry with ſome 
Engliſh Nobleman, whoſe Wealth might 
be a Pledge to Queen ELIZABETH, that 
ſhe ſhould not undertake any thing to 
her prejudice: and to cover his Deſign 
the better, he told him, that in his opi- 
nion the Earl of LEICESTER was the 
fitteſt Man for this Purpoſe, for that be- 
ing ſo much the Favourite of Queen 
ELIZABETH, ſhe would rejoice to ſce 
him on a Thronc, and rulc in a Place 
which gave her great Uneaſineſs. He 
went ſo far, as to entreat the Duke to 
aſſiſt this Affair, Which he ſaid was the 
only means to reſtore Peace to Scot- 
land, which had ſo long been in con- 
fuſion. 


THE Duke of NonroLx, whoſc 
Love was by this ſubtile Traitor inſtiga- 
ted by Jcalouly, was too much hurried 
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in his Mind to conſider the Improbabt 
lity there was that a Man who had ſo late- 
ly manifeſted his Hatred to the Queen, 
ſhou'd ſo ſuddenly change, as to endea- 
your to do her any ſincere Service; and re- 
cciv'd this Diſcourſe as a Man wou'd do, 
who is told the Woman he adores is going 
to be married to another The Confu- 
ſion of his Anſwers, the wild Diſorder 
of his Looks and Geſtures, ſufficiently in- 
form'd the obſerving MURRAY what 
paſs'd within his Soul, and gave him 
liberry to proſecute his Deſign on him in 
this manner I think, ſaid he, that 
the Earl of LEICESTER wou'd make a 
Ruler extremely fit to reduce Scotland to 
Obedience, and a Husband ſuch as the 
Queen might very well approve; yet 1 
very much queſtion, if ſhe will conſent 
to marry him, becauſe having once re- 
fus'd him, ſhe will think her Honour 
piqued to accept him at a time when it 
muſt appear as an Act compell'd by Ne- 
ceſſity Now, my Lord! added he, 
if you had any Inclinations that way, 
there cou'd be no objections on her ſide ; 
becauſe, in the firſt place, you were 
born in a Country, whoſc Laws forbid 
a Stranger to wear the Crown In the 
next, your high Birth, and princely 
Qualifications wou d not diſgrace the 
Dignity 
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Dignity ——Your vaſt Eſtate alſo, and 
great Number of Fricnds, ſets you above 
F car even of Qucen ELIZABETH herſclf— 
And laſtly you have a Daughter much of 
the ſame Age with our young Prince, 
and for greater Sccurity, to bind both 
Crowns for cver to you and your Poſte- 
rity, theſe two might be join'd in Mar- 
riage in fine, continud he, our 
cen having firſt married a Child, — 
a Fool, and "aftcrwards a Madman, ſhc 
ought to marry once again, that ſhe may 
ſay ſhe had one Husband, who was 4 


Man. 


HERE ccas'd the Earl, nor indeed 
need he have ſaid ſo much, to one ſo 
deeply infatuated by his Paſſion, as the 
Duke was: his Thanks were all the An- 
ſwer he cou'd make, which teſtify ing how 
much he was ſatisfy d with the Propoſal, 
left MURRAY no room to doubt, but 
that hc ſhou'd carry his point. 


HAVING made this firſt ſtep, the 
next was to pfocure the Queen's Conſent 
to be aiding, according to Cuſtom, to 

her own Ruin He acquaints her by 
one MELVIN, that if ſhe plcas'd to ac- 
cept of his Service, a great Exgliſb No- 


bleman had form'd a Scheme, which 
| would 


c 
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wou'd infallibly reſtore her to the Throne 
ofScotland. But ſhe had now too much 
Expericnce of the Artifices of this Trai- 
tor to fall immediately into the Snare; 
and knowing the Meſlage came from 
him, and that her Anſwcr wou'd be im- 
mediatcly reported, told MELvIN, that 
ſhe wholly rely'd on her good Siſter 

neen ELIZABETH, and that ſhe wou'd 
not be obliged to any of her Subjects for 
that Aſſiſtance, which ſhe doubted not 
but to receive from her. This did not 
diſcourage the Earl, but finding the Bi- 
ſhop of RossE was a Man in great E- 
ſteem with her, he thought it wou'd be an 
eaſy matter to impoſe on him, and thro 
him on the Queen. One day therefore, 
when they were alone, he told him, that 
the only Reaſon he had appear'd ſo much 
againſt his Siſter, was becauſe he had be- 
liev'd her the Murderer of her Husband ; 
but now being convinced of her Inno- 
cence, the Power of Blood again reſum d 
its Force; and there was nothing he 
wou'd not doto reſcue her from that mi- 
ſerable Condition to which ſhe was redu- 
ced; and that he had in part found the 
means of doing it, which was to marry 
the Duke of NORFOLK, to whom he had 
mention'd the thing, and found him very 
much diſpos'd to it. The Biſhop, who 
cou d not think that the Duke wou d join 
L in 
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in any thing to her prejudice, having e- 
ſpous'd her Cauſe in fo open a manner, 
that Queen ELIZABETH ſaid the Qucen 
of Scots wou'd never want an Advocate 
as long as the Duke of NORFOLK hiv'd, 
believ'd every thing MURRAY told him; 
and having himſelf ſounded the Duke a- 
bout it, made no ſcruple afterward to 
bring about the Reconciliation between 
the Earl of MURRay and the Queen, 


NEVERTHELESS it being con- 
venient to have more Irons in the Fire to 
compleat the Ruin of this unhappy 
Qucen, MUuRRay, by his Agents, ſpreads 
abroad a Report, that ſhe had convey'd 
her Title both to England and Scotland 
toHENRY DE VALols Duke of ANJovu, 
which Conveyance had been ratify'd at 
thc Court of Rome. 


UEEN FL1ZABErH not knowing 


whence theſe Rumours ſprung, was very 


much troubled at it; and her Vexation 
increas'd; when ſhe ſaw ſcvcral Letters 
under the Queen of Scots own hand to 
ſome of the d coteh Nobility, complain- 
ing of her hard Uſage, and telling them 


ſhe expected Help by other means than 


the Queen of England. It was not in 


the power of this politick Queen to guels 


ſrom 
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from what quartet this Aſſiſtance muſt 
arrive; ſhe had nothing to fear from 
CHARLES the Ninth, he having lately 
ſent an Ambaſſador to intreat ſhe wou'd 
not intermeddle with the Affairs of 
Trance, and in return, he ſhou'd not 
with thoſe of Scotland: and as to the 
Duke of ALvx, he had enough upon his 
hands in the Netherlands, to employ 
him for along time: 


. WHILE ELIZABETH lay under 
theſe Apprehenſions, which MURRAY 
had purpoſely thrown in her way, that 
he might free her from them to his own 
advantage, the Earl of LEICESTER, ins 
ſtructed by him; began to play his part, 
and to draw the Duke of NoRFOLK in 
after ſuch a mannet,as he ſhou'd not eaſily 
gct off again: THROGMORTON by his 
ordet went tb the Duke; and told him 


as a great Secret, that knowing he had 


an Inclination for the Queen of Scots, he 
came to acquaint him that LE1CESTER had 
the ſame, and that as thete was all man- 
ner of likelihood his Favour with Queen 
ELIZABETH wou'd entitle him to the 
Prize, he had better give over all 
Thoughts of it, ſince it wou'd only en- 
create the Suſpicions the Queen already 
had of him, and be of no ſerwiae to his 

L 2 Paſſion; 
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Paſſion. Tho' the Duke was very much 
ſurprized at this Diſcourſe; yet not 
knowing but THROGMORTON made it 
only to ſift the matter out of him, he ut- 
terly deny'd that he had any ſuch De- 
fign ; and added moreover, that if the 
Earl had, he wiſh'd he might ſucceed in 
it, on condition Queen ELIZABETH 
gave her Conſent, without which he 
wou'd adviſe him not to think of it. 
The Earl finding this wou'd not do, let 
ſome Days paſs over, and then went to 
the Duke himſelf, and told him, that ha- 
ving had ſome Thoughts of marrying the 
Queen of qcots, but finding her averſe to 
it, and hearing that he had ſome Inclina- 
tions that way, he came on purpoſe to al- 
ſurc him, that he had entircly given over 
his Proſecution ; but on the contrary, 
wou'd do him what Service he cou'd in 
procuring the Conſent of Queen ELIZA- 
BETH. The Duke belicving he ſpoke ſin- 
ccrely, and that ſince himſelf had cnter- 
tain'd Thoughts of it, there cou'd be no 
Danger in it, and beſides having his Pro- 
mile to engage the Queen, which was the 
niceſt point in the Affair; he frankly 
own'd to him his whole Mind, and even 
what MuRRay and he had agreed upon. 
The Earl of LEIcESTER anſwer'd as he 
had done, before, that is, made a thou- 

E” ſand 
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ſand Proteſtations of ſerving him to the 
utmoſt; inſomuch, that the deceiv'd 
Duke, now thinking all was ſafe, wrote 
to the Queen of Scots a Declaration of 
his Paſſion: which being favourably re- 
'Cciv'd, he in a ſhort time obtain'd from 
her a full Pardon for MURRay, decciving 
her as he had been decciv'd himſelf into 
an Opinion, that he was become an en- 
tire Convert to her Intereſt. As the 
greateſt ſign of Goodneſs is to believe good 
of another, the poor deluded Queen ſent 
him into Scotland with Letters to her 
Fricnds, who were about railing another 
Army for her Deliverance, conjuring 
them not to ſtir, for ſhe had an aſſured 
Expectation of Help by ways lets hazar- 
dous : It was ſome of theſe which Mu- 
RAY contriv'd ſhou'd fall into the hands 
of Queen ELIZABETH, thereby to in- 
creale her Suſpicion and Hatred of the 


Queen of Scots. 


BEFORE Munray went, he left 
his Inſtructions with LEICESTYER how to 
proceed, and above all, charg'd him not 
to diſcover any thing of the Affair be- 
tween Mary and the Duke; till ſuch 
time as it was brought ſo near a Conclu- 
ſion, that it might ſcem there was no- 
thing wanting to complcat it, but her 

131 Conſent, 
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Conſent, which he knew wou'd be 
crime enough to that jcalous Princes. 


THE Duke, lull'd as it were aſleep by 
the Inſinuations of LEICESTER, ſpent all 
kis Hours in Lovers Paradilc, feeding 
Deſire with the near Proſpect of that un- 
ſpcakable Felicity, which an amorous 
Hcart places in the Enjoyment of the dar- 
ling Objc& ;z purſu d his Aim, not like a 
Politician, or a Man, who was tranſact— 
ing an Affair, whercon his Welfarc'or 
utter Undoing depended; but like a Man, 
who, loſt in Paſſion, deſpiſes all other 
Conſiderat ions: He wrote cvery day to 
the beautiful Queen, and had Anſwers 
as kind as her Dignity and the natural Mo- 
deſty of her Sex wou d permit her to give. 
As the Duke, and the Earl of MURRAY; 
had affurcd her they did nothing without 
the Conſent of Queen ELIZABE TH, {he 
acted with leſs Reſerve ; and at laſt went 
ſo far, as to write to the States of Scotland 
to get her Marriage with BorHWELL 
made void. This, being in a little time 
publickly known, increas'd Queen EIA“ 
ZABETH'S Apprehenſions, and not being 
able to gueſs from what ſource MAR 
Expectations were derived, made her ſui- 
picious of every thing; ſhe order'd her 

ritoncr ſhou'd be more cloſely watch'd 


than 


th 
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than ſhe had been, and the Spies ſhe ſet a- 
bout her, were at length ſo induſtrious, 
that ſhe got knowledge of the whole In- 
triguc, anda Copy of the Marriage Arti- 
cles, which the Duke ſent to the Queen 
to ſign. They were as follow. 


© Firſt, That ſhe ſhou'd attempt no- 
© thing, which might be prejudicial to 
< Queen ELIZABETH, or the Ghildren 
© born of her, in the Succeſſion of the 
< Kingdom, | 


That ſhe ſhou'd enter into a League 
© offenſive and defenſive berween the 
< two Kingdoms. 


©That ſhe ſhou'd eſtabliſh the Proteſtant 
Religion in Scotland, the ſame as it 
was in England. 


FM 0 


That the ſhou'd grant a general Par- 
don to all thoſe Srots, who had taken 
Arms againſt her. 


That ſhe ſhou'd revoke her Aſhgn- 
ment of the Kingdoms of England and 
Scotland to the Duke of AN jou. 


That ſhe ſhow'd marry the Duke of 
* NGRFOLK,' 
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THESE Terms ſhe readily accepted; 
only touching the League ſhe cou d an- 
ſwer nothing without the French King's 
knowledge. It was while they were de- 
bating this Point, that Qucen ELIZA- 
BETH had Intelligence of the Affair; ſhe 
flew not into Extremes preſcntly, only 
ſccing the Duke of NoRFOLK one day at 
her Palacc in Weſtminſter, ſhe gave him 
a Hint, that his Deſigns were not un- 
known to her, by telling him he had beſt 
take care what Pillow he lcan'd his Head 
on. And aftcrward going to viſit the 
Earl of LEICESTER, who was ſick or diſ- 
ſembled it, till he ſhou'd hear how the 
Queen wou'd take this Diſcovery 3 the 
fear he was in leſt his Silence in the Aft- 
fair ſhou'd be accounted criminal, made 
him redden as ſoon as the Queen came 


into the Room, which ſhe taking notice 


of, bcgan ſome Diſcourſe on ordinary 
Affairs; which convincing him ſhe was 
not diſpleas d, he took occaſion to ſpcał 
of the matter himſelf, and related all 
he knew of it, concluding with cn- 
treating her Pardon for conccaling it ſo 
long, She caſily granted his Requcit, 
and taking leave of him, ſoon aftcr ſent 
for the Duke of NoRFOLk, to whom ſhe 
put on a quite different Countenance, 

reproachwg 
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reproaching him for 10 Preſumption in 
undertaking any thing of that nature 
without her knowledge, and telling him 
that ſhe had a ſtrong Inclination to deli- 
ver him into the hands of Juſtice, 


whence ſhe ſaid he wou'd not eaſily e- * 


ſcape, when prov'd to have held a Corre- 
ſpondence with a known Enemy to the 
Crown of England. The Duke, tho' 
very much ſurprized, anſwer'd with 
ſome Haughtineſs, that he had never 
thought a Marriage with the Queen of 
Scots ſo far beyond his Hopes; he look d 
on his Revenues to be as large as her's, 
conſidering the Diſtractions, which had 
ſo much rent Scotland; and that he had 
not entertain d any fuch Thoughts, but 
that MURRay put them into his head, 
and LEICESTER had promis d to gain her 
Conſent but that ſince her Maje- 
ſty was ſo averſe to it, he wou'd think of it 
no more Theſe laſt Words, ſceming- 
ly pacify'd her, and ſhe diſmiſsd him 
from her Preſence, bidding him remem- 
ber what he had promis d. 


WHATEVER Anger the Qucen 
expreſs'd on the firſt Diſcovery of this At- 
fair, her Soul rcjoic'd at it; becauſe it 
gave her a Pretence for refuſing both the 


French and Saniſb Ambaſladors, who 
made 
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made great Sollicitations for the Liberty 
of the Queen of Scots. As the Proofs of 
her Innocence had been much ſtronger 
than the Aſperſions of her Enemies, 
there cou d no reaſon have been given for 
detaining her; but this Plot, as they 
call'd it, gave her the Excuſe ſhe wanted, 

and ſhe told the French Ambaſſador, who 
ſecm'd the warmeſt in the Affair, that her 
Friends adviſed her not to give Opportu- 
nitics to a Perſon, who made uſe of em 
to carry on Con(piracics againſt her, and 
corrupt the Loyalty of her Subjects, and 
that, therefore, he need ſay no more a- 
bout it, till her Government and Self 
cou'd be ſafe, And immediately order d 
her to be remov'd from Bolton to Il in- 
feld, a Country free from all Commerce; 
the Governor whercof was the Earl of 
HuNTINGTON, who uſed her very 
roughly; for beſide his doing ſo to make 
his court to Quecn ELIZABETH, he had 
another Reaſon ; He had ſome Preten- 
ſions to the Crown of England, and as 
the Queen of Scots was the immediate 
and preſumptive Heir, he woy'd have 

been glad to have advanced his Title by 
her Death ; 3 his cruel Treatment would 
probably have accompliſh'd it, had not 

Heaven, in this Misfortunc, taken a 

particular Care of ker, ro the end that ſhe 

might ſuffer more. ALL 
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ALL this time was MURRAY in Scot- 
land, where he acted as he pleas d; for 
the Queen by her Letters, having order'd 
the Forces to be disbanded, which had ta- 
ken' Arms for her; he no ſooner ſaw 
their Chicts'defenceleſs, but by their Ru- 
in he made himſelf abſolute in the King- 
dom. Whercupon he wrote to the Duke 
of NoRFOLK not to take any notice of 
Queen ELIZABETH's Threats, for he had 
a'Secret Party in England, and wou'd 
come himſclf,and ſet every thing to rights 
for his Satisfaction : which gaining Be- 
lief in the Mind of the unwary Duke, he 
wrote to him again, deſiring he wou d 
get the Marriage. Contract confirm'd by 
the States of the Kingdom, and as to the 
Queen's Delivery out of Priſon, he might 
leave that to him, for he had found the 


means of doing it with a great deal of 


Eaſe. MuRRav lent this Letter immedi- 
ately to Qucen ELIZABETH, but in the 
mean time, the Duke, as he had writ to 
MURRAY, had rally contrived a way 
for the Queen's Eſcape by the means of 
one DAcREs an Officer, who belong d to 
the Caſtle where ſhe was confined, and 
he had certainly carry'd her off, had not 
the Duke. himſelf been the Hindrance of 
what he before ſo carncſtly deſired. The 
1 . Day 
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Day before the Project was to have 
been put in execution he had been with 
the Queen, and offer d great things for 
the Freedom of the Queen of Scots, but 
they were refuſed: At the ſame time, a 
Perſon belonging to the Duke told him, 
that DAcR Es had been ſeen to come out 
of the Ambaſſador's Houle, and that there 
were ſeveral Spaniſh Ships lurking about 
the Coaſt, near which Mary was confined: 
All this put together, as Lovers are always 

zealous, made the Duke believe that Da- 
CRxs was in thelntereſt of the Ambaſſador, 
and that it the Queen herſelf was not privy 
to it, yet ſhe wou'd not be for him, if Da- 
CRES dcliver'd her by the Spaniſh Inte- 
reſt, Don JohN of AusrRIA having been 
long in love with her. Therctorc, think- 
ing it the utmoſt Madneſs to run ſo much 
hazard for a Woman, who, tho he paſ- 
ſionately lov'd, he cou'd not hope to en- 
joy, hc put a ſtop to any further Pro- 
ccedings, giving Queen ELIZABETH a 
ſecret Intimation by a Letter in an un- 
known hand, that there was a Deſign 
laid for her Eſcape ; which made her ſend 
Orders to have her Guards doubled, and 
the Officers about her chang d: and thus 
by too much Love was this unfortunate 
Qucen rendred as wretched, as ſhe had 


been by the want of it. 
IN 
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IN a ſhort time after this, Queen EL1- 
ZABETH having Intelligence of every 
thing from MuRRay, who ſent her all 
the Duke's Letters, finding he perſiſted 
in his Deſign of marrying her, was re- 
ſolv'd to commit him to the Tower : 
which he getting notice of, prevented by 
retiring, without taking leave of any bo- 
dy, into the Northern Parts of the 
Kingdom, where he was Lord Licute- 
nant. He let her know by Letter, 
that he was extremely ſorry his Enemics 
had obliged him to take this Courſe for 
his Preſervation ; but ſeeing they were ſo 
powerful about her, he knew of no o- 
ther Expedient, but that he hoped in a 
little time her Majeſty wou'd be fully con- 
vinced of his Innocence, and permit him 
to return without any Occaſion to fear his 
appearing at Court wou'd be fatal to him. 
The Queen anſwer'd him, that he was 
much to blame for withdrawing himſelf; 
for tho' there had been ſome light Com- 
plaints againſt him, yet ſhe gave no heed 
to em, believing they were ſuch as he 
cou'd eaſily clear himſelf of; and that 
if he wou'd come back, he ſhou'd find 
her willing to hear his Reaſons, and to 
pardon any ſmall Crime, which Inadver- 
tency had drawn him to commit. But 
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theſe fair Promiſes; tho' they carry'd 3 
Shew of Kindneſs, cou d not deceive him, 
who was ſo well acquainted with the 

ucen's Temper. He thetetore gave her 
Thanks for the Favours ſhe was pleas d to 
confer on him; but at the ſame time, 
told her his Preſence was neceſſary in the 
Country about ſome Affairs, Which i 
lay on him to deeide, and that after tha 
was over, he wou'd not fail to throw 
himſelf at her feet, and prove himſelf: 
loyal Subject. But the Queen let him 
know, that if he did not come, the Scotch 
Queen ſhould anſwer for all that had 


 pals'd between em. Here the Duke 


found himſelf in a great Dilemma, and 
by this knew more than ever he had be- 
lieyed of himſelf before, how very much 


he was govern'd by his Paſſion. 
He now imagined there was no way to 


ſave his Miſtreſs, but by forfeiting his own 
Head; and it ſometimes the love of Life 
got the better, then he condemned his 
own Jealouſy for hindeting her Efcape 
from the Dangers which threatned her, 
when'ſhe might have done it, and 
thought he could do no leſs than die for 
the Expiation of that Fault, ——— With 
this Relolution he came and ſurrendered 
himſelf; which-he had no ſooner done, 
than he was ſcat to the Tower, and the 

Queen 
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Queen was juſt about to order his Pro- 
ſecution; but ſome Friends of his, who 
ſhe was not willing to diſoblige, inrer- 
ceeding in his Behalf, with great difh- 
culty prevented that Stroke, which muſt 
have ended in his Ruin; and, contrary to 
his Hope, he ſuffered no other Puniſh- 
ment than a few Months Impriſon- 
ment. 


THIS however had been enough to 
have deter'd him from engaging any far- 
ther with the Queen of Scots, had her 
Charms, or his Paſſion, been of the 
common Rank ; but it is certain, that 
Love grows ſtronger by oppoſition : 
thinking his Impriſonment, and the ha- 
zard he had run, a Demonſtration of his 
Sinccrity, he ſcarce cou'd look on it as 
a Misfortune : but he wrote to her to 
truſt no more to MURRay, for he was 
credibly inform'd by ſome Fricnds of his 
at Court, that it was thro' his means that 
the Secret of their Correſpondence had 
been made known, 


THE Queen of Scotland at length 


being compell'd, by the rigorous Treat- 


ment ſhe met with, to try all manner of 


Ways for her Delivery, acquainted the 


Duke, that there was a ſecret Alliance 
be- 
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between all the Princes of Europe, to 
relieve her from the miſerable State ſhe 
languiſh'd under, and to cſtabliſh the Po- 
piſh Religion not only in Scotland, but 
in England alſo; and that if he would 
embrace that Faith, he might be admit. 
ted into the League. He, not being 
able to refuſe her any thing, and glad to 
enter into any Meaſures which he fan- 
cy'd might be conducive to the Accom- 
pliſhment of his Deſires, promis'd even 
more than was required of him; and 
was immediately let into the whole Con- 
ſpiracy which was then on foot: of 
which this is an Account. 


POPE Pius the Fifth, who has ſince 
been canonized, having nothing ſo much 
at heart, as to do ſome ſignal Service to 
the Church, during his Pontificate, ot- 
derd his Nyuncio's to uſe their utmolt 
endcayours. to cxtirpate Proteſtantiſm, 
which began now to ſpread itſelf in a ve- 
ry extraordinary manner. 


AND tho' his Cares were principally 
employ'd for thoſe States who own'd 
Obedience to the Holy See, yet was he 
very much concern'd to hear the Papiſts 
were ſo hardly dealt with in England 


he often wrote to the French King to 
in- 
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interpoſe for them : but France at that 
time was ſo far from being able to med- 
dle in it, that they had greater Intereſts to 
look after with Queen ELIZABETH, 
which they cou'd not bring about to their 
minds. Thus the Holy Father perceiving 
nothing was to be expected from them, 
reſolved to try another way: he was ex- 
cited alſo to it by Letters from the Queen 
of Scots, wherein ſhe told him, that 
her's, and all the Catholick Hopes de- 
pended only on him. The zealous Pope 
was diligent in complying with her En- 
treaties, and there being a Genoeſe,named 
R1ipoLPH, who had liv'd ſeveral Ycars 
in London as a Banker, now at Rome, 
whether by chance, or ſent from the Ca- 
tholicks, is uncertain 3 but he acquainted 
his Holineſs, that the Number of Papiſts 
in England was much greater than was 
imagin'd, becauſe in the Reign of the 
late Queen Mary, almoſt all the Realm 
were of that Religion; and if the Nobles 
had ſince forſaken it, it was only to fol- 
low that Maxim, That it was moſt ad- 
vantagcous to be of the ſame Faith with 
the Prince: He added alſo, that in their 
Hearts they were ſtill of the Church of 
Rome, and wanted nothing but Oppor- 
tunity to declare themſelves ſo; conclu- 
ding, that if his Holineſs would but fur- 
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niſh them with Money, and engage the 
King of Spain to let them have a few 
Men and Horſes out of the Netherlands, 
there would be no doubt of a general 
Inſurrection. Altho' the Pope did not 
altogether give credit to what this Man 
ſaid, not knowing but his Zeal might 
outweigh his Viſdom; yet being unwil- 
ling to neglect any thing which bore a 
ſhew of promoting the Catholick In- 
tereſt, he tends R1ipboLPH into England 
with 12000 Ducats, to beſtow among 
the poor Papiſts; commanding him to 
inform himſelf in every thing neceſlary 
for the Deſign, and to give him notice: 
and alſo to acquaint the Queen of Sts, 
and all of the Romſh Religion, of his 
fatherly Affection to them, and that he 
wou d leave nothing undone to procure 
them caſe. 


WHEN at his return to England, 
the Queen of Scots was inform'd of his 
| Negotiations, knowing the great Number 
of Malecontents, ſhe did not in the Icaſt 
doubt but the Affair would ſuccecd ; but 
thought it ncceſlary, above all things, 
to have ſome Perſon of Conſideration 
and Figure to be of the Party. Therc- 
fore while this was doing, her Correſpon- 
dence with the Duke being renew'd, oc- 

; calion'd 
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caſion'd her to write to him in the man- 
ner already mentioned. But they were 
ſo cloſely watch'd, and every little Par- 
ticular repreſented to Queen ELIZABETH, 
that ſhe was obliged to let the Duke 
know, that ſince Letters between them 
too frequently might be dangerous, ſhe 
wou'd communicate her thoughts to the 
Biſhop of Ross E, and that ſhe wou'd 
ſtand to whatſoever that Prelate, and 
the Baron of LipincToN ſhould do in 
her name. The Duke promis'd, that he 
wou'd cauſe a Riſing in the Northern 
Parts of England, and another in Jre- 
land, by the Intercſt he had there ; but 
added withal, that there would be want- 
ing Money, and ſome regular Troops; 
They obliged the Duke to write all this 
to the Pope, and to promiſc him like- 
wile to turn Papiſt, as toon as the Af 
fairs of England wou'd permit. 


THE Pope, overjoy'd to hear that 
things went on ſo well, anſwer'd the 
Duke, that he ſhould ever find him a 
moſt indulgent Father He promis'd 
alſo to be at all the expence of the War, 
and to advance 200,000 Ducats before- 
hand; and wrote to the King of SJpazn, 
ro order the Duke D'ALva, Governour 
of the Netherlands, to treat with thoſe 

M 2 who 


(764 ) 
who ſhould be ſent ro him from the 
Engliſh Catholicks. | 


GEORGE SEATON wasthe 
Perton pitch'd on both by the Queen and 
the Duke's Deſire for this Embaſly : he 
told D'ALva that he came in the Name 
of the impriton'd Queen of Scotland, 
and all the Catholicks in England, en- 
treating him to engage in their Defence; 
and to ſupply them with a. good Com- 
mander and tome Iroops. The Duke 
having received his Orders from the 
Council of SJpazn, granted all that was 
deſired, which was 6000 Foot, and 4000 
Horſe, which were to land in the Nor- 
thern Parts of the Kingdom, where the 
Duke of Norfoll was Lieutenant: but 
as for the Commander that was to be 
rcady to head theſe Troops at their firſt 
Riſing, that was not a matter {ſo caly to 
be accompliſhed, becaute any Man of 
Figure coming out of the Netherlands, 
would be liable to Suſpicion. Neverthc- 
leſs an Occaſion offered itſelf, which 
ſeem'd favourable; there had happened a 
Miſunderſtanding a little before between 
England and Spain, about a certain Pi- 
racy which Qucen ELIZABETH pretend- 
cd the Duke of ALV A had countenan- 
ced: by way of Return, ſhe ſtop'd all 
the 
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the Spaniſh Ships in her Harbours : this, 
twas thought, would come to an open 
Rupture. The Duke of AL v a there- 
fore took this Opportunity to ſend into 
England CHAPIN DE VITELL, a Genoeſe, 
and one of the greateſt Captains of 
his Age. Qucen ELIZABETH and her 
Council doubted a long time whether 
they ſhould receive him as an Ambaſſa- 
dor, fearing the Duke had ſome other 
deſign than making up this matter, in 
ſending a Perſon whole Preſence was fo 
abſolutely neccilary in a Place which was 
the Seat of War, as then the Low Coun- 
Fries were. But things being already 
too much exaſperated, they found means 
to ſend him back without diſobliging the 
Spaniards : they ask'd if he had Power 
to treat about the Money which had been 
taken from the Eugliſb Merchants; but 
as that was not in reality the Buſineſs 
which had brought him there, he an- 
ſwered he had not. On which they 
deſired him to return, for the Queen was 
rclolv'd to come into no Mcaturcs, till 
ſhe was ſatisfied in that Point: ſo he was 
obliged to crols the Seas again without 
doing any thing, the Plot not being ripe 
for Exccution while he ſtaid in Lon 


don. 
The End of the Second Part. 
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MARY STUART, 
Queen of Scotland. 
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gs HE Pope laying hold on 
= all Opportunities to accom 
pliſh a Deſign which he 
thought would ſo much 

forward the Romiſh Reli- 
gion, excommunicated Queen E LIZ A- 
BETH, as having forfeited her Title to 
the Crown of England, and abſolv'd all 
her Subjects from their Allegiance to 
her; and ſome of his Agents were 
M 4 ſo 
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ſo boldly zealous in the Affair, that they 
ſtuck the Copy of the Bull on St. Pauls 
Church ; and obſerving the People in a 
Conſternation who it was that had been 
ſo daring, they voluntarily ſurrendered 
themſelves, and with an aſtoniſhing Cou- 
rage ſuſtained the Puniſhments inflicted 


on them, So prodigious are the 
Effects of Enthuſiaſm ! 


THE Pope thought that let the Queen 
ſhow ever ſo much Contempt of his 
Authority, it would not hinder what he 
did from making an Impreſſion on the 
Papiſts in England, and rouze up in 
their Minds that Horror and Averſion 
which People naturally conceive againſt 
thoſe who aboliſh an old Religion : and 
indeed, it anſwered his Expectations, for 
the Northern Parts of thc Kingdom and 
the greateſt Part of Ireland, where almoſt 
all the Natives were of the Romiſp Per- 
ſuaſion, took up Arms, carrying Flags, 
whercon was painted a Crucifix and a 
Chalice, deſigning by thoſe Emblems to 
Convince the World what they did was 
wholly on the ſcorc of Religion : but 
this being only a popular Commotion, 
and before things were ripe, that is, be- 
forc the Troops were arrived from Flan- 
ders, this Riſing was fruitleſs. Queen 
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ELIZABETH ſent Forces immediately a- 
gainſt them, and they were quite over- 
thrown and ſcattered in two or three 
Battles. The Qucen was not certain 
that the Duke of NORFOLK was con- 
ccrn'd in this Rebellion, nevertheleſs 
being very well aſſured that ſome of the 
Nobility muſt be engaged in it, and 'twas 
probably the Queen of Scots and the 
Spaniards alſo: to ſtrengthen herſelf 
therefore againſt ſo many Enemies, ſhe 
thought it neceſſary to get France into 
her Intereſt, and by that means to take 
them off from allowing any Aſſiſtance to 
the impriſoned Queen, for whom at pre- 
ſcnt they appearcd very zealous ; which 
ſhe compals'd in this manner: 


CATHERINE DE MEDICIS having had 
all her Childrens Nativities calculated, 
was told that they ſhould all wear 
Crowns. —— That ſhe might help to 
fulfil this Prophecy, ſhe thought ſe- 
yeral times of propoſing her ſecond 
Son the Duke of ANnJov to Qucen E- 
LIZABETH, and if ſhe did it not ſooner, 
it was becauſe ſhe knew by others how 
difficult it was to perſuade that Princeſs 
to think of Marriage. But Queen EL1- 
ZABETH, who had Intelligence of what 
paſs'd in all the Courts of Europe, laid 

hold 
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hold on this blind ſide, and made the 
Propoſal to her: HENRY, who was after 
King of France, was at that time Chief 
of the Hugonots, and had rais'd many Dil: 
turbances in the Kingdom; and both the 
King his Brother, and CATHERINE DE 
MEepicis, were ovcr-joy'd at this Offer, 
which would ſtrengthen them againſt any 
thing he might undertake. 


COMMISSIONERS on both 
ſides were appointed to agree on the Ar- 
ticles ; and while this Treaty was on 
foot, which took from Queen ELIZ X. 
BETH all fcar of what France might 
do in favour of the Scottiſb Queen, the 
was not idle in looking into the Affairs of 
Scotland. The Earl of MuRRayY, who 
Was very powerful in that Kingdom on 
account of his Regency, dreaded no- 
thing ſo much, as the Queen being {ct 
at liberty, which muſt infallibly have 
deprived him of his Authority : for 
which reaſon he was continually preſ- 
ſing Qucen ELIZABETH to make her a- 
way; always accuſing her of being cn- 
gaged in ſome Plot or other. And now 
was the Policy of this rinceſs in a greater 
ſtreight than ever ſhe had found it before: 
ſhe knew not what Pretence to make for 
the detaining any longer the Queen of 

Scots 
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Scots in Priſon, nor how to take away 
her Lite, without incurring the Odium 
of Cruclty and Injuſtice, nor how to ſet 
her at liberty, without putting a Sword 
into her Hand to revenge herſelf for the 
paſt Hardſhips ſhe had ſuſtained. Things 
were now paſt all hope of Reconcilia- 
tion, and tis a Maxim among Stateſmen, 
never to hurt, without they totally de- 
ſtroy. A long time ſhe remained 
in this Dilemma, but at laſt hit on a Me- 
dium vhich ſhe thought would rid her of 
an Enemy, whom her Wrongs had made 
ſo, and at the ſame time ſave herſelf the 
Guilt of having contributed to her Ruin. 
She agreed with MuRRar to deliver her 
into his Hands, to do with her as he 
pleas d. Thus under the Pretence of 
ſending her home honourably to her 
Kingdom, ſhe was working her utter De— 
ſtruction, by giving her into the Power 
of a Perſon, who ſhe knew would ſoon, 
by ſome mcans or other, rid both her 
and himſelf of her ſo much dreaded Life. 
Accordingly the Traitor Earl ſet 
out to meet her with as great a Number 
of Forces as he could get together; which 
made it evident to all diſcerning Perſons, 
that this unhappy Qucen was only about 
to change her Priſon, not Condition: but 
Heaven ordain d this to be the ang 
| O 
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of his Perfidiouſneſs, and that in the mo. 
ment when he expected the Accompliſh- 
ment of his wicked Deſigns, he ſhould 
be ſnatch'd from all his Hopes, and 
call'd to anſwer for his paſt Offence 
When he came to Limmach, trium. 
phing in proſperous Villany, and ſaying 
within himſelf, nothing could now hin- 
der him from a continued Poſſeſſion of 
his ill-gotten Power, one of the Hamil. 
tons whom he had perſecuted as a Fa- 
vourer of the Queen, deſperate with his 
Wrongs, and burning with Deſire to free 
his Country from ſo deteſtable a Mon- 
ſter, approaching him at a convenient 
diſtance, lodg'd a brace of Bullets in his 
Breaſt as he was riding encompals'd by a 
great Number of Lords; then ſetting 
Spurs to his Horſe, got to the Sca-ſide, 
where a Bark lay ready to attend him, 
and ſo over to Fraxce, notwithſtanding 
he was purſued by the Friends of the dead 
Traitor, with all the ſpeed imaginable. 
Having been ſome time in Paris, where 
his late Action had made him much 
known and talk'd of, he was offered a 
greatReward to aſſaſſinate Admiral Colig- 
ny, but he diſdainfully refuſed it, ſaying 
he knew how to revenge Injuries done to 
himſelf and Country, but had nothing to 


do with thoſe of others, by theſe Words 
pro- 
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proving that Honour alone had excited 
him to take the Life of MukRRAx. 


As for that Villain, he no ſooner 
found his Wound incurable, than he 
ſhew id by his outrageous Diſcourſes and 
Blaſphemies, that he never had any Senſe 
of Religion, tho he had made it his pre- 
tence for all he had been guilty of againſt 
his Queen he curs'd his hard Fate a 
thoutand times ; and, without admitting 
cither the Prayers: of a Pricſt, or Prote- 
ſtant Miniſter, died as he had liv'd. 


T HIS Accident very much ſurpriz d 
and ſhock'd the Engliſh Queen, who 
ſaw all her long concerted Mcaſures bro- 
ken by his Death, and that ſhe muſt take 
other Methods, and ſpecdily, to ward 


off the Dangers which threatned her on 


all ſides, on the Queen of Scots Impri- 
ſonment. In the firſt place, by her In- 
tcreſt in Scotland, ſhe procured the Earl 
of LENox, the: young Prince's Grand- 
father, to be choſen Regent in the room 
of MURRAY, that by this means the Diſ- 
orders in the Kingdom might be kept 
up: becauſe the Earl having been made 
to believe the Queen was acceſſory to 
the Murder of his Son, it would put a 
ſtop to all Agreement between him and 
the 


( 
the Quecn's Party, who were, fince the 
Death of MURR AY; endeavouring to 
raiſe another Army. 


As ſoon as Queen ELIZABETH had 
ſettled this Affair, ſhe began to treat ſe- 
rioufly with the Duke of AN ou; and 
tis thought the Marriage between them 
would have been aecompliſh'd, had ſhe 
not refuſed the Duke ſhou'd have Maſs 
publickly ſaid ; and CATHERINE Ds 
Mz2DPcrs would _—_ on no other 
Terms.“ 


| WH ILE theſe things were thus tranſ- 
acting, the Pope, the Duke of Nonrol x, 

and the Biſhop of Ross, loſt no time; 
thoꝰ the ill Succeſs of the laſt Rebellion 
in HBuglund, had in ſome meaſure diſ- 
heartned them: yet was it not enough en- 

tirely to extinguiſh the Pope's Zeal, the 
Spaniard Ambition, the Duke of Nor- 

FOEK's: Love, or the Bifhop of Rosse's 
Loyalty. After they had lain quiet ſome 
time, and recoverid/from the Conſterna- 


tion they were in, on the defeat of their 


Deſigns; the Queen of Scots, being the 
moſt intereſted in the matter, began to 
think of other means of eſcaping from 
her Prifon : ELIZABETH, who had al- 
ways flatter d her with the hope of ſetting 

her 
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her at liberty, that ſhe might thereby 
hinder her from joining in any Conſpira- 


cy againſt her, propos d to her at laſt, to 


ſend her back into her Kingdom, on 
condition ſhe ſhould utterly aboliſh the 
Romiſh Religion in Scotland, renounce 
all Right and Title to the Crown of 
England, and ſend the young Prince to 
be educated under her Care. Tho' that 
diſtreſſed Princeſs could not think of a- 
greeing to theſe Terms; yet ſhe wou'd 
not ſcem utterly to reject them, for the 
following Reaſons. 


SHE acquainted the King of Spain, 


who ſhe found was not ſo warm in her 
Intereſts as uſual, that ſecing all the Chri- 


ſtian Princes had abandon'd her, and ſhe 


had no way to avoid the Miſerics which 
threaten'd her, ſhe was now compell'd 
to agree to Articles which would be the 


utter Ruin of the Popiſh Religion, of 


which he was the moſt zealous Defen- 
der. This Step: had the deſired Effect; 
for PHILIP the Second, who bore Queen 
ELIZABETH no good will, becauſe ſhe 
ad given ſhelter to the Netherlanders 
who were retired into England, pro- 
nis'd her all manner of Aſſiſtance; and 
that end wrote to the Duke D'ALva, 


'0 renew the Treaty with her Deputies, 
She 
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She, on this, ſent RipoLPH the Gendeſe, 
whom we made mention ot before; and 
they agreed on the following Conditions, 
That the young Prince of Scotland 
ſhou'd be ſent into Hain, and educated 
in that Court; that the Duke D'ALva 
ſhou'd land fix thoutand Foot and three 
thouſand Horſe under the Command of 
a good Officer in England, and that as 
ſoon as the Queen ſhou'd be at liberty, 
(which was the firſt thing to be procured) 
the Duke of Norfolk ſhou'd marry her. 
This Affair was carry'd on juſt as the reſt 
had bcen, that is, to the very point of 
being executed, and then broke off. 
Heaven had yet in ſtore more Miſcrics for 
that afflicted Princeſs; and in ſtriving to 
fly from them, ſhe but made them more 
heavy. 


RIDOLPH, who had the Manage- 
ment of this Affair with the Pope and the 
Duke D'ALva, being at Bruſſels with 
the latter, ſent an account of his Negoti- 
ation to the Biſhop of Ros by one 
BAlLIF a Flemming; and tho' that Pre- 
late had given him a ſtri&t Charge to put 
the Packet into the hands of the Goycr- 
nour of Calais, that he might ſend them, 
as his own, to the French Ambaſſador; 
nevertheleſs, whether thinking it not 

ne ceſſary, 
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neceſſary, or for any other Reaſon, he 
obcy'd not this Injunction: When Bar- 
LIF therefore landed at Dover, bcing 
known to have been formerly in the Ser- 
vice of the Queen of Scots, he was im- 
mcdiatcly ſeiz d and ſearch d. The Pac- 
ket of Letters being found upon him, they 
carry d it to the Lord CognhAx, Warden 
of the Cinque Ports; but the Biſhop of 
RossE having notice of it, and the Lord 
CoBHAM being an intimate Friend of the 
Duke of NoRFOLK's, and finding ſome 
Letters among them directed for him, he 
was caſily prevail'd on to let the Biſhop 
ſee them; who taking out the Letters, 
which contain d any thing of the Conſpi- 
racy, made up another Packet, in bulk 
like the former, which was, as uſual, 
carry d to the Council: but ſome inquiſi- 
tive and malicious Perſon, having given 
ſome Hints, that the Biſhop of Rossg 
had been at the Lord CopByam's, BAILIF 
was put to the Rack, on which he con- 
feſs d, that ſome of the Letters had been 
made away with. After that, they 
{cnt to ſearch the Biſhop's Houſe; but he 
having notice of it, ſent his Secretary 
out of the way, leſt they ſnou d ſerve him, 
as they had done BAILIr, and deſtroy 
all the Cyphers, and all the Papers, 
which cou'd any way hurt him. And 
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the Earl of Susskx, who was the Perſon 
cotnmiſlion'd to ſearch, cou'd find no- 
thing ke wanted: but this hinder'd him 
not from queſtioning the —_ in 
form, as a Criminal ; but that Prelate 
pleaded his Privilege as an Ambaſſador, 
and that he was accountable to none bur 
his Prince, with ſo much Courage, that 
the other cou'd get nothing out of him: 
They ſet a Guard over him, however, 


and aftcrwards ſent him into a diſtant 
Iſland. 


ALL theſe things made Queen EL IZA. 
BETH extremely uncaſy, ſhe was obliged 
to break off entirely with theDuke of AN. 
Jov ; her Proteſtant Subjects on the one 
ſide declaring, that they wou d not ſuffer 
a Popiſh King to reign over them; and 
PHILIP of Spain on the other, thar if the 
procceded any further in that Marriage, 
he muſt take other Meaſures than he de- 
ſign d to have done. Theſe kind of Me- 
naces, to a Woman of her Spirit, were ill 
to be endured; yet ſhe ſeem'd not to re- 
ſent it, knowing if ſhe did, the Quarrel 
ot the Srotiſh Queen wou'd be immedi- 
ately the Pretence for a Rupture. Theſe 
Fears increakng her Hatred to that di- 
ſtreſs d Princeſs, fhc deprived. her, even 
of that little Liberty ſhs had hitherto-en- 
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joy'd, Ucbarring her the Privilege of the 
Gardens, and reducing the Number of 
her Attendants to ten, and allowing her 
but one Prieſt out of four, which had 
been before permitted to officiate. 


T O increaſe the Animoſity between 
theſe. two Queens, Marr's Faction in 
Scotland, having nothing to ſubſiſt on, 
but what they recciv'd privately from 
her; the ſtrict Confinement ſhe was in, 
and the Danger any Perſon incurr'd, who 
attempted to ſerve her in whatſoever re- 
ſpe, obliged her to take extraordinary 
means to ſend the Money to theſe unfor- 
tunate Wretches:— She cou'd think of no 
Perſon more proper to be entruſted with 
the Charge than the French Ambaſſador, 
who might ſend it into Scotland by ſome 
Artifice or other with leſs Suſpicion than 
any other cou'd do; but that Miniſter 
being afraid of loſing his Credit with 

ucen ELIZABETH, if it ſhou'd by any 
Accident be diſcover d he had been med- 
ling in this Affair, prevail'd on the Duke 
of NORFOLK to take the Truſt on him, 
telling him that it was in his power to 
perform it with infinitcly leſs difficulty, 
becauſe he was Governour of that Part of 
England, which borders on Scotland. — 
He was too much a Lover of that Queen 
| N 2 to 


2 * — 1 — 4 - — 2 
; = — * a : — 7 5 
— 23 „ 2 — — = — — 86 go - \ . . = : 7 x: 5 6 — 
= _ * = __ — ia COT EIT, — e 
= - 


— — 


— a _ 
— _ 
— — 0 « 


(180) 
to refuſe any thing, which he thought 
might be conducive to her Peace of 
Mind, and therefore readily undertook 
it; and ſent the Moncy to an Inhabitant 
of Shrewsbury, who was a Dependant 
on him, ordering him to rcmit it to the 
Lord HERRIS in Scotland ——But the 
Cuſtom-hotiſe Officors, who were on the 
Frontiers of both Kingdoms, demanding 
what it was they carry d ſeal'd up, and 
being anfwer'd that it was Silver, one of 
them by the Weight ſuſpecting it was 
Gold, and by the Bulk a conſiderable 
Sum, exerted the Privilege of his Office, 
and fciz'd it, and ſent it to the Council, 
who preſently gneſs'd where the Money 
came from, andhow it was to be apply'd; 
and in tracing the matter, finding the 
Duke of NoRFOEK had knowledge of 
it, he was immediately ſent to the Tow: 
er, on ſuſpicion of High Treaſon; alledg- 
ing that he had been enilty from the 
time he began to hold Correſpondence 
with the Lord HERRIS, who had been 
declared an Enemy to the Crown of 
England, becauſe in the laſt Rebellion 
he had drawn near with a Party of arm'd 
Men, as it was ſaid, with an Intent to 
aſſiſt them. But fo ſmall a Crime was 
not ſufficient to take off the Duke, and 
conſequently not to break off the means 
74 on 
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on foot, for the Delivety of the Queen of 


Scots, had not himſelf, thro' Inadver- 


tency, haſtcn'd his own Deſtruction, 
The Qucen of England ſoon. aftcr he 
was impriſon'd: ſending him word, that 
if he wou'd diſcover the whole Correſpon- 
dence between himandtho Scarifh Queen, 
ſhe wou d not only pardon, but alſo con- 
ſent, if he were not proved too criminal 
for Mercy to forgive, that he ſhou'd marry 
her; he fell preſently into the Snare, and 
confeſs d, that they had written to cach o- 
ther daily, even at the time, when the 
Queen hadexpreſs dherſelf moſtdiſoblig d 
with auy,who fhou d carry on aFriendſbip 
with her but withal, allured her Majeſty, 
that it had been only on the ſcore of Love, 
and that he had never heard, nor had that, 
Princeſs made any Propoſalstohim, which 
tended to the Diſhonour or Prejudice of 
Hugland; adding, that ſhe might be CON- 
vinccd of the Truth of what he taid, by the 
very Letters themſelv co, which! he told. her 
were hid in a certain Place in his Houſe, 
where, without his Directions or his Secre- 
tary's, it was impoſſible for them to be 
found. The Qucen immediately ſent Per- 
ſons to ſcarch in the Place the Dukq had 
nominated, and they indeed found, as he 
ſaid, a great Number of Love. Lettert, and 
with them ſome other Papers, which. he 
littic thought were there s the 
N 3 Pope 
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Pope was the principal Engine in this Af- 
fair, there had paſs'd ſeveral Letters be- 
tween him, and the Queen of Scots, 
both the one and the other were wrote in 
Cyphers of a different ſort bur 
were copy'd by the Duke of NORFOLK's 
Secretary, who had a Key to both the 
Cyphers: Thoſe which were for the Pope, 
were given to the Spaniſh Ambaſlador to 
be ſent to him; and thoſe for Mary, he 
copy'd in other Cyphers, which were her 
own, and ſhe read as well as common 
Characters. The Duke had given a ſtrict 
Charge to his Secretary, always to burn 
the Originals as ſoon as he had tranſcri- 
bed them ; but he had not done it, but 
left them in that ſecret Place, where 
they were found by thoſe Queen ELIZA- 
BETH commiſſion'd to ſearch; and a- 
mong them there was a Letter, which 
the Hcotiſb Queen had written to the 
Duke, wherein ſhe acquaints him, that 
ſince there was no hope of Help from 

een ELIZABETH, ſhe was reſolv'd to 
ſeck it elſewhere, and that ſhe ſhou'd 
ſoon have an Opportunity to try the Sin- 
cerity of that Paſſion he had made ſuch 
great Profeſſions of. Theſe Diſcove- 


ries made it plainly appear, that the Duke 
had been privy to the Plot, which had 
been carrying on, and was ſufficient to 


take off his Head, 


He was try d by 
Com- 
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Gee — 
4 0 


CCC 


( 183 ) 


Commiſſionersappointedforthatpurpoſe, 


and being found guilty, was condemn'd to 
ſuffer the Death inflicted on thoſe, who 
were convicted of High Trcaſon ; that is, 
to be half-ſtrangled, and then quarter'd, 

and his Hcart taken out by the hands of 
the common Hangman, -But the 
Queen was pleas d to mitigate the Seve- 
rity of that Sentence, and order d him 
to be beheaded {hc allow'd him alſo 
three Months Preparation for his Death; 
but when the fatal Day ar laſt arrived, he 
2ppcar'd ſo fearful, that it was not to be 
wonder d at, that an Enterprize of ſucha 
nature, relying only upon him, had miſ- 
carry d. He often call'd Qucen EL1ZA- 
BETH his moſt gracious Miſtreſs, think- 
ing thereby to obtain his Pardon, and he, 
who had threatned to overthrow the 
Proteſtant Religion in England, and to 
introducc Popery, died like a Miniſtcr of 
the former. le protcſtcd with his 
laſt Breath, that all hc f ad done, he had 
been wholly compell'd to by the Vio- 


lence of a Paſſion W hich he was not able 


to reſiſt. 


THE Pope could not hear of the Mic 
carriage of this Deſign, even juſt ready to 
be put in execution, and which he had 
ſo long thought on with the greateſt con- 
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&rn, without a ſenfible Afffiction He 
wou'd not for ſeveral days admit of 
Comfort The King of Spain was al- 
ſo extremely troubled, and declared be- 
fore the Cardinal of Alexandria, that 
never was a Conſpiracy better laid, nor 
kept longer ſecret among ſuch a number 
of Pcople who had a hand in it, nor 
might more cafily have been executed; 
maintaining, that it would have been ca- 
ſy to have landed, in twenty-four hours 
time, a ſufficient number of Forces from 
Flanders, to have carried the City of Lon- 
don by Aſſault, and afterwards have ſeiz d 
on the whole Kingdom, by the help of 
the Roman Catholicks, who would 
doubtlcſs all have taken arms, when they 
faw themſelves fo powerfully aſſiſted. 


AFTER the Exccution of thc Duke 
of NoRFOLK, Queen ELIZABETH would 
have proceeded againſt her Royal Priſo- 
ner as a Criminal ; but that Princeſs 
maintain'd, with a Courage natural to 
thoſe born to wear a Crown, that ſhe 
had done nothing but what ſhe ought; 
that being born a Queen, ſhe could not 
without Injuſtice be detain'd in Cuftody ; 
and that therefore ſhe might lawfully ſeck 
all means to obtain her Liberty. Her 
Spirit however would have been but lit- 
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tle ſerviceable to her on this occaſion 
againft 2 Queen who had herfelf the 
greateſt arc of it of any Woman living, 
if ſhe had thought it fake at that Juncture 
to have exerted i it; but thinking the Af 
fairs of France and the Netherlands 
were not yet in Confuſion enough to 
prevent them from taking any notice of, 
or reſenting what ſhe did, he deferred 
the Proſecution of her deſigned Re- 
yenge, till a more favourable  Opportt- 
nity ſhould offer, contenting herſelf with 
ſtreightening the Queen of Scots Im- 
priſonmem. 


THIS Enterpries had not becn the 
only one ſorm d for the Delivery of the 
unhappy Subject of this Hiſtory. 
A Captain of the Guard appointed to 
obſerve her, felt the ſame Paſſion for 
her, as had been the Ruin of the Duke of 
NoRFOLK. He propoſed to the 
Biſhop of Rossx an eaſy Method for her 
Eſcape, as ſhe was walking in the Gar- 
dens, which ar that time ſhe was allowed 
to do once a Week; and had ſhe not 
been afraid of diſobliging the Pope; the 
King of Jpazn, and thoſe other Princes 
who were then endcav ouring her Liber- 
ty, by leaving what had then the ap- 
pearance of cerrainty for the —_— = 

la 
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had not paſs'd ſo many Years in a Priſon; 
and at laſt ended her Life by the hands of 
a common Exccutioner. This Stra- 
tagem, therefore, and many others of- 
fered to her, ſhe rejected; which after the 
Diſcovery of the grand Dcſign and Death 
of the Duke of NoRFOLK, ſhe becken, 
1 repented. | | 


AMIDST all the Hardſhips ſhe en- 
dured, ſhe had not only her own Con- 
dition to regret: The Affairs of Scotland, 
the Streights to which all thoſe who 
maintain 4 their Fidelity to her were re- 
duced, and the Love ſhe bore her Son, 
ſtuck cloſe to her Hcart. She heard 
with inexpreſſible Concern of the loſs of 
the Caſtle of Dunbritton, which ſeem d 
to be impregnable any way but by Sur- 
prize: when any of her Party found 
themſelves too weak to cope with the o- 
ther, it was to that Place they had been 
uſed to retreat, and ſally out ſometimes 
and get the better of their Enemies; ; 
which hindring Queen ELIZABETH from 
being abſolute in Scotland, ſhe cou'd not 
proceed againſt her Priſoner as ſhe 
thought fit : but this Impediment to the 
Deſigns of that ſucceſsful Princeſs was 
in this manner remov'd. The Fac- 
tion headed by the Earl of Mon rox, ſo 

narrowly 
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narrowly watched all Occaſions of ſur- 
prizing this Caſtle, that at laſt a. fit one 
offereditſelf : One Morning .being very 
foggy, they planted their Scaling-Lad- 
ders againſt the Rock, on that ſide which 
was reckon'd moſt inacceſſible, and there- 
fore leaſt guarded ; having by this means 
paſs d the foot of the Rock, they climb d 
up with great difficulty on all four, till 
they rcach'd the Caſtle. Tho there were 
but a few of them, and nothing more caſy 
than to have beat them down, yet the ſur- 
prize of the Garriſon was ſo, great, that 
they immediately took to their heels, and 
left the Paſſage; nay, in ſuch Confuſion 
were they involv d, that in their flight they 
flung one another down into the Sea. Ha- 
ving nothing now but to get down and o- 
pen | the Gates, the reſt of the Army like a 
Torrcnt pour'd in, and put to the Sword 
or took Priſoners all they found there.—— 
Among them was the Archbiſhop of Sr. 

Andrews, who without regard to his 
Function, they hang d on a Tree ; ſeveral 
Engliſh Fugitives, who had retired thi- 

— were alſo ſerv'd in the ſame man- 

ner. The Earl of LEN Ox, who was 


Regent, they beheaded, and the Earl of 
Man ſucceeded him; but dying ſoon 
after, MoRTON had the Poſt. — He uſed 
the young King with almoſt the ſame 

| Inhu- 
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Inhumanity, as he had done his Mother; 
inſomuch, as fearing they would alſo 
take his Life, he complained to his Un- 
cles the Gursxs, Who, unwilling to let flip 
the Opportunity, ſent the Count D Au- 
BIGNY into Scotland, who was a Perſon 
very well qualify'd to carry on a great 
Deſign. The Succeſs anſwer'd the Ex- 
pectation: he immediately put himſelf 
at the head of thoſe yet remaining Troops 
which had preſerv d their Allegiance to 
the Queen, 155 not only reſcued the 
young Prince from the- Malecontents, 
but likewiſe ſeiz d on Mok ro, and de- 
tiver'd him into the hands of Juſtice, to 
be try'd for the Murder of HENRY the 
Second. Terrifyd with his approach- 
ing Fate, and ſtung with Remorſe, he 
confeſsd that BoTHWELL and himſclf 
had deprivd that unhappy King of Life, 
and that it was done by the Inſtigations 
of MurRav, and that the Queen was 
wholly innocent of it ; adding moreover 
this particular Circumſtance, | that ſome 
of the Conſpirators (whom they had 
perſuaded ſhe was privy to it) deſiring to 
ſee her Order, BoTHWELL, among other 
Excuſes,” told them, that tho' ſhe deſired 
his death, by reaſon of his ill uſage ta 
her, yet ſhe was of ſo gentle a nature, that 


ſhe could not conſent to have a Drop of 
his 
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his Blood Ne. on which it was agreed 
he ſhould be ſtrangled. 


TH Is haraſs'd Kingdom enjoy'd but 
a little time the Calm which DAuRINx, 
by his prudent Management, had reftor'd. 
Quecn ELIZABETH, who, by the 
Malecontents, Was made to believe Pro- 
teſtantiſm wou d now be wholly extir- 
pated, ſent to the Earl of Goukr, giving 
him to underſtand, that if he cou d con- 
trive any way to ſeize on the young 
King, ſhe wou d aſſiſt him with Troops 
to make himſelf Regent, and drive out 
D'AuB1G6ny. This Deſign met with the 
deſired Succeſs: The Earl inviting the 
King to dine with him at one of his Ca- 
ſtles, which was ſtrongly fortify'd, he 
kept him there; and putting himſelf at 
the head of ſome Forces, which -he had 
taken care to get ready before, obliged 
D'AvuB16NY to retire to France; want- 
ing Money to raiſe the Recruits neceſſary 
to maintain a War with the Earl, who 
had many Friends to ſupply him nearer 
hand. Notwithſtanding this, the young 
King, a while after, found the means of 
eſcaping out of his hands ; and, railing a 
number of Forces, was once more ſet 
upon the Throne. His Mother, who 


heard but an imperfect account of all 
theſe 
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theſe Tranſactions, was rather made more 
uneaſy, than inſtructed by them. She 
knew not what to hope or fear; the 
Apprchenſions ſhe lay under of loſing 
her Son, whoſe State and Condition ſhe 
never could gct a true account of, made 
her often negle& the means of ſaving 
herſclf— fearing, if ſhe eſcaped, it wou'd 
be laid to his charge, and he thereby 
might ſuffcr for it; which indeed was 
not unlikely : for ſince he did not as yct 
come into Queen ELIZABETH's Mca- 
ſures, ſhe thought of nothing more than 
to kcep him from the power of contra- 
dicting thoſe it appear d her. Intereſt to 
take. | 


IN the mean time, Mary was redu- 
ccd to a Condition the moſt pityable that 
cou'd be. All her Servants were 
corrupted, even to her very Secretary 
inſomuch that, to make her miſerable, 
they made her guilty, at leaſt appear ſo: 
and it was by theſe ſort of Trcacherics 
that ſhe had all along been undone ; 
for when any thing was attempted by 
the Princes of Europe for her Delivery, 
and that the Council of England had 
no way to come off, there was pre- 


ſently ſome Letter or other produced, 


which made it appcar dangerous to 


Queen 
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Queen ELIZABETH to conſent; and, 
as if Fortune thought that all the Hard- 
ſhips ſhe had yet endur'd, were not 
enough, loaded her yet with more. The 
Allowance ſhe had from France, which 
was all ſhe had to ſubſiſt on fince her Im- 
priſonment, diminiſh'd every Year, whe- 
ther thro' the Troubles of the Times, or 
whether thoſe who then govern'd more 
by Policy than Juſtice, is uncertain. 
There are Letters of hers extant, to Mon- 
ſieur MAUSSIVIERE, who was then Am- 
baſſador from France at the Court of 
England, wherein ſhe acquaints him to 
what wretched Streights ſhe was reduced, 
and intreats him to remit her two thou- 
ſand Crowns, to defray the Expences of 
her Table. 


BUT all this was nothing to the Ago- 
ny ſhe endur'd, when ſhe was told that 
her Son, ambitious of Royalty, acted in 
conjunction with her Enemies, to make 
her loſe even the Name of Queen, which 
ſhe had hitherto ſo courageouſly defend- 
cd againſt all the Propoſals made to her 
for her Delivery. As the young King 
had not the happineſs of remembring 
her, it was caſy for them to repreſent 
her as a Parricide, a Step- mother, a Wo- 
man who had deſtroy'd his Father, and 

| wantcd 


( 192) 

wanted but an Opportunity of doing the 
ſame by him, rather than as the tender 
and affectionate Parent ſhe had ever been 
in her Cares and Wiſhcs, which, poor 
Princeſs! were all ſhe had to beſtow, — 
In compliance with fome Adviſces,whoſc 
Intereſt it was, he madc Propoſals to her 
of reſigning her Intereſt in the Kingdom 
to him, and contenting herſelf with an 
Allowance, which he told her ſhou'd be 
according to her Quality. Such Condi- 
tions offer d by a Son to a Mother, ſuch 
as ſhe rrally was, had an effect which 
may more caſily be imagin'd than de- 
ſcribed : —It flung her into Convul- 
ſions, which were very near obliging her 
to rclign that Authority ſhe was Io much 
annoy'd with, and which to ſupport, ſhe 
had endured fo many Hardſhips. But 
tho her Sorrow was infinitely more than 
whenever ſuch Terms had becn men— 
tion'd by any other Perſon, yet ſhe made 
the very ſame reſiſtance as before; ad- 
ding to her Aniwer, that as her Son, with- 
out her, was no more than a private Man, 
he ought rather to have ſought her Li- 
berty with the hazard of his Lite, than to 
incrcaſe the Miicrics ſne labour'd under 
by his Diſobcdicnce, and hope his Ad- 
vantage in the Violence {lic ſuſtain d. 
This Reply brought all tlings to the 

| point 
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point Queen ELIZABETH wiſl\'d; for 
the Variance between the Mother and 
Son made cach cqually jcalous of the o- 
ther, and hindred all the means from ta- 
king effect, either for reſtoring the one 
to her Freedom, or placing an abſolute 
Power in the hands of the other. The 
young King living now a little at caſe, 
and beginning to taſte the Pleaſures of 
Sovercignty, was more touch'd with 
them, than with his Affection toward 
his Mother: and being by ſome older 
Heads than his own inform'd, that to 
maintain himſclf in that Dignity, it was 
neceſſary he ſhould gain the Queen of 
England's Favour; he endeavour'd it 
by Ways which were moſt acceptable to 
her; and ſo far from making any at- 
tempts to ſet his Mother at liberty, he 
acknowledg'd the Juſtice of her Beha- 
viour towards her. Let any dilinte- 
reſted Perſon now judge the Afflictions 
of that diſtreſs'd Queen; her Kingdom 
torn and impoveriſh'd by inteſtinc Jars, 
her loyal Subjects either murder'd, or 
their Eſtates confiſcated, driven from 
their native Home, miſerably to periſh 
in a foreign Clime; herſelf a Priſoner, 
without hope of Enlargement; and, 
what was the moſt galling ſtroke of all, 


her Son, whom ſhe ſo tenderly had low d, 
O acting 
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acting in concert with her inveterate 
toes, and ſeeming to with a Period to 
that Life to which he ow'd his own. 
Queen ELIZABETH had nothing now to 
do, but to manage matters in that man- 
ner, that France and Hain might be too 
fnuch employ d at home, to have leiſure 
to regard the Intereſts of a Queen, whoſe 
Affairs began to appear too deſperate for 
telef. The Succeſs of her Strata. 
gems in this Buſineſs fully anſwer'd her 
wiſh, as indeed in cvery thing elſe For- 
tune ſecm'd to afliſt her Policy through- 
out the courſe of her whole Reien 5 5 
and while all Europe was confuſed either 
with foreign or domeſtick Differences, 
Fngland alone enjoy'd perfect Tran- 
quillity. she no ſooner wiſh'd an 
Opportunity of revenging herſelf on 
PHIL I the Second, for what he had done 
againſt hcr, than one offcr'd itſclf to her : 
The Netherlanders, not knowing which 
way to ſhun falling under the Spaniſh 
Yoke, which they more dreaded than the 
worſt Slaycry in the world, intreated 
her to take them under her Protection; 
they told her, that the Intereſt of the 
Proteſtant Religion, which was thcir on- 
ly Crime, ought to engage her on their 
Side, as the greateſt Prince in Europe 
who at that time profeſs d to be of that 
Church, 
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Church. Alas! they needed not 
have made uſe of theſe Arguments; ſhe 
knew her Advantage in preventing the 
Spaniard from being abſolute in a Place 
ſo near her own Dominions, and rejoiced 
that the means preſcnted itſelf ſo luckily 
ro her : ſhe ſent Forces immediately to 
the Srates aſſiſtance, which, with ſome 
others from France, prevented them 
from falling into the Misfortune they 
ﬀFear'd, and which muſt inevitably have 
happen d, if they had not receiv'd help 
from abroad. 


AS for France, the wiſe ELIZABETH 
had always a ſure card to play, whenever 
there was the leaſt appearance of Danger 
from that Side; which was, to cauſe a 
Rumour to be ſprcad abroad, that ſhe 
was about marrying ſome Proteſtant 
Prince, which infallibly engaged CaTHE- 
RINE DE Medicis to propoſe to her one 
of her Sons, which ſhe did at this time. 


HEN RY Duke of AxJou having 
been choſen King of Poland, and like- 
wiſe ſuccceded to the Crown of France, 
on the Deceaſe of CHARLES the Ninth ; 
there was now only the Duke of ALEN- 
ON, of all her Children, that had not 
wore a Crown ; to fulfil the' Prophecy 
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which was written on them when ſhe 
had their Nativities calculated : So thar, 
tho' ſhe had met with great Difficulties 
when ſhe propos d the Match with Hen- 
RY, Who was at that time King, ſhe ne- 
vettheleſs made the ſame Propoſals again 
for the Duke of ALENCoN. Whether 
Queen ELIZABETH had in reality chang d 
het mind, and deſign'd now to alter her 
Condition; or whether ſhe acted in that 
manner out of Policy, is uncertain: but 
The ſeem'd to proceed in it in a faſhion, 
that all Europe believ'd the Marriage 
would be ſoon concluded. Ambaſladors 
of too high a Rank to be trifled with, 
were appointed on both ſides, to treat 
about it. The Duke of ALENCON came 
himſelf into England, and was receiv'd 
- by the Queen with Marks of more than 
common Kindneſs. She admitted him 
into her Dreſſing- Room when ſhe was tn 
her Dishabillee, a Favour which the 

cens of England grant not even to 
their Husbands; her Ladics of Honour 
taking an Oath, when firſt they enter on 
that Poſt, never to let any one into that 
Room, without the Qucen's particular 
. Order for it It was that which coſt 
the Earl of Ee his Life; flattering 
- himſelf that the Queen was in love with 
him, he boldly viſited her in that man- 
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ner; which giving her warning what his 
thoughts were, ſhe for the future behaved 
in a faſhion which let him ſec, that if 
ſhe had a more than ordinary kindneſs 
for him, her Love was yet infinitcly in- 
ferior to her Ambition. 


BUT to return to the Duke of ALEN- 
CON : Queen ELIZABETH, whoſe Policy 
ſeldom fail'd her, took this Step of ad- 
mitting the Duke into her Cloſet, only 
to draw her own advantage from it. It 
was her buſineſs to perſuade him ſhe act- 
ed more upon the ſquare with him, than 
ſhe had done with his Brother on the 
ſame Subject, that ſhe might the more 
caſily prevail on him to engage himſelf 
in the Affairs of the Netherlands. 
Having gain'd him, ſhe acquainted Ca- 
THERINE DE MEDICIs, who had great 
Power during the Reigns of all her three 
Sons, that ſhe cou'd not marry the Duke 
of ALENCON, Whilſt he was a Prince 
without any Principality or Eſtate, but 
an Appennage liable to be taken away at 
any time: but that if the King his Bro- 
ther would allow him a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Troops to make hirn(clf Maſter of 
the Low Countries, whicli had been of- 
fer d to her, ſhe knew of nothing which 
cou d impede the Marriage. By this 

0 3 Stroke, 


( 198 ) 


Stroke, Mary was entirely in her pow- 
er; for hereby France was under an 
obligation not to aſſiſt her in contradic- 
tion to England; and Spain, engaged in 
a War with the Netherlands, rendet'd 
unable. CATHERINE DE MEbicis 
coming into this Agreement, Articles of 
Marriage were immediately drawn bc- 
tween Queen ELIZABETH and the Duke 
and the Low Countries, which were to 
be ſubdued by the French, was the Mar- 
riage-Settlement. If Queen EL1- 
ZABETH had a double View in this, ſo 
likewiſe had the equally Politick Dowa- 
ger of France. In the firſt place, ſhe 
rejoiced in an Opportunity of getting rid 
of the Duke of ALENCON, who had late- 
ly very much embroil'd the Kingdom, by 
the heip of the Hugonots, to whom he 
went over, and from whom they could 
not get him back, till ſuch time as he 
had made Articles of Agreement for 
them ; then, as he was to have an Army 
of Frenchmen, ſhe ſhou'd thereby purge 
the Nation of a great number of Vaga- 
bonds, who being uſcd to lead moſt diſ- 
ſolute Lives, it was neceſſary to ſend to 
the Wars. The Enterprize therefore 
was undertaken, and met with rhe deſi- 
red Succeſs, as all Hiſtorians agree. 


IN 


( 199.) 


IN the mean time, the Queen of 
Scots felt the Effects of all theſe poli- 
tick Strokes, which were to her as ſo 


many Steps to the Scaffold. Altho' 
there were choſen for her Jailors the 
worſt-natur'd People that could be pick d 
out; yet the Swectneſs and Charms of 
this unfortunate Princeſs ſo changed their 
Diſpoſitions, that Qucen ELIZABETH be- 
gan to ſuſpect them, becauſe they ſcem d 
to commiſerate her Condition; inſo- 
much that having often changed both her 
Keepers and Place of Cuſtody, ſhe at laſt 
order d her to be remov d to Fothering- 
ham, which ought rather to have becn 
call'd a Dungeon than a Caſtle. 


SHE was committcd to the Cuſtody 
of one PAWLET, and no Man ever made 
his court better to Queen ELIZABETH, 
becauſe none had ever treated his Royal 
Priſoner with more rigour ; he deprived 
her of all her Officers in general, not 
even her Almoncr was. excepted, and 
turn'd a grcat many of her Domeſticks 
away, obliging her to be ſerv'd in every 
thing only as he pleas d; and had a thou- 
ſand Stratagems been form'd for her E- 
ſcape, it would have been impoſlible for 
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any of them to have taken effect, while 
thus diligently guarded. 


BUT it will not now be amiſs to fay 
ſomething of BoTHWELL, and what be- 
came of him: After he left Scotland, he 
immediately withdrew himſelf into the 
Orkneys, where he was for ſome time a 
Pirate; but being at laſt overcome, he 
might eaſily have been taken, if Mun- 
RAY and MoRTON, fcartul of his diſco- 
vering the whole Secret of their Treaſon, 
had not let him cſcape into Qenmark, 


where leading a miſerable Life for ſome 


time, he was at laſt known by ſome Sco- 
tiſh Merchants, who accuſed him to the 
King: that Monarch order'd him to be 
ſeiz d; but not knowing what to do with 
him, or whether he was really Bor- 
WELL or not, he languiſh'd in Priſon for 
many Months, and at laſt died, not with- 
out Suſpicion of Poiſon . hefore 
his Death, hc confeſsd not only who he 
was, but alſo all that had paſs d concern- 
ing the Murder of HENRT, proteſting 
that the Queen was neither directly nor 
indirectly concern'd in it. This Con- 


feſſion being made before. ſeveral Per- 
ſons of Diſtinction, it was ſet down, and 
the King of Denmark had tlie gencroſity 
to ſend it to all the Courts of Europe. — 

Such 


9 hy ay — wan, Fig 


k 
4 
] 
F 
( 
] 


( 201 ) 


Such a Teſtimony, one would think, 
ſhould have been ſufficient to have ſi- 
lenced all the Aſperſions caſt on her by 
BUCHANAN, and the reſt of her Enc- 
mies; but nothing is of force to convince 
thoſe, who arc rctolv'd not to believe. 


THE Qucenof Scots ſoon diſcover'd 
the Treaty made between France and 
England, and ſaw the Ruin of her laſt 
remaining Hope ; the Ambaſladors from 
France and Spain, who had both in- 
duſtriouſly labour'd, tho' in vain, for her 
Relief, were now diſmiſs d: Queen EL1- 
ZABETH caus'd Monſicur MAUSSIVIERE 
to be recall'd by his Maſter ; but the o- 
ther ſhe order'd to depart herſelf, as being 
concern'd in Deſigns which Queen Ma- 
RY had been forming againſt England. 
Her Allowance from France was alſo 
now ſo careleſſly paid, and ſuch Re- 
trenchments in it made, that ſhe had 
ſcarce wherewithal to ſubſiſt. She 
writ many mournful Lettcrs to Lovisa 


Wife of King HENRY; but the Malice 


of her Enemies render'd them unſuc- 
ccisful. 


THE Duke of Ar N coN was all this 
while in the Low Countries, and had been 
geclared Duke of BrABANT ; this Begin- 
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ning of Sovereignty gave him Courage 
to remind Queen ELIZABETH of her Pro- 
miſe, which he continually did by every 
Courier, and recciv'd Anſwers from her, 


the moſt obliging that cou'd be. He 
doubted not but to ſee himſelf King of 
England at his Return, and rejoiced to 
hear, that Queen May's Party grew e- 
very day weaker than other in Scotland, 
flattering himſelf alſo with an Opinion 
of wearing that Crown in conjunction 
with the other. But how terrible a 
Diſappointment did his high-rais'd Ex- 
pectations meet with, when Queen ELI- 
ZABETH, having no more to fear from 
France, began to grow ſo cold in the mat- 
ter, that without being a very great Poli- 
tician, he caſily percciv'd he had been 
but deluded with a fictitious Hope; which, 
together with ſome ill Succeſs he after- 
ward met with in the Netherlands, 
ſtuck ſo much to his Heart, that it threw 
him into a Diſcaſc, of which in a few 
days he died, and ſaved ELIZABETH the 
trouble of making cither Denials or E- 
vaſions of what tis ſcarce probable ſhe 
had ever any real Deſign of performing. 


NOTWITHSTAN DIN Gall the 
Precautions of this Politick Princeſs, 


there was (till ſomcthing going forward 
tor 


fi 
E 
ly 
I 
b 
t 
* 
* 
C 
1 
0 
| 
( 
/ 
{ 
] 
| 
{ 
| 


( 203) 
for the Delivery of the Scotiſh Queen: 
But alas! ſo many ſteps as were made in 
her favour, ſervd only to bring an het 
Deſtruction. THROGMORTON, who had 
been employ'd by Queen ELIZABETH in 
the Affairs of rot!. while Mary 
was on the Throne, knew very well how 
unjuſtly ſhe had been dealt with, and 
cou'd not remember without the moſt 
ſenſible Remorſe, that he had been one 
of the Inſtruments made uſe of to deſtroy 
her; he having been the moſt zealous 
of any inperſuading her to ſeek an AV- 
lum in England Jo compenſate 
for which Crime, he thought of nothing 
but delivering her from the Miſeries to 
which he had contributed to reduce her. 
He made a Voyage to France, where 
meeting with Morgan, the Agent of 
that unhappy Queen, they conſiuined to- 
gether to unite the Pape aud the King of 
Spain in a League to dethrone Queen E- 
LIZABETH, and re-cftabliſh the Queen 
of Scots. To.cncourage as much as 
poſſible her now drooping Party, he 
caus'd Rumours of this Affair to bc ſpread 
abroad, and not thinking it ſafe to write 
directly to her, he ſent her ſome Em- 
blems, which he thought might comfort 
her in her Captivity, by giving her hope 
it wou d ſoon be at an end. Among o- 
thers, 
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thers, there was an ARGUS laid aſleep by 


a MERCURY playing on a Bagpipe, and 
at the Bottom was this Verſe or Motto: 


With this melodious Noiſe he cloſes all 
his Eyes. 


A Mercury cutting off an ARGuss 
Head watching a Treaſure, with this In- 
{cription ; | 


What cannot Wit effe(t ! 
A Stalk ſtuck in the Trunk of a Trec, 
and chain'd with ſeveral Chains all 
round, with this Verſe : 
T can make my way out thro many F. etters. 


A Palm bent, and ſhooting forth a * 
Stalk, with theſe Words: 


A great Courage riſes againſt Difficult , 


ies. 
They likewiſe found out an Anagram, in 
Maria Steuarda, Veritas Armata. 


THESE things coming to Queen E- 
LIZABETH'S knowledge, very much per- 
plex d 
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plex'd her, and the more becauſe ſhe had 
it not in her power to diſcover the Au- 
thors. She did not in the leaſt doubt, 
but that all the Roman Catholichs in the 
Kingdom were her Enemies; but the 
great Number of them rendred it impoſ- 
ſible for her to puniſh them any other- 
wiſe than by Taxations. In this 
Dilemma her inventive Wit furniſh'd her 
with a Stratagem, which promis'd her 
Succeſs, in finding out whatever was 
tranſacting againſt her at Rome, and by 
conſequence at other Parts, ſincethat City, 
like the Head, was by all the other Mem- 
bers firſt conſulted. With many Promiſes 
of Favour and Advancement, ſhe won a 
Scoteh Gentleman to go to the Pope, 
and to pretend that he was natural Bro- 
ther to King HENRY, and that being a 
ſtrict Adherer to the Church of Rome, 
ſearch was made for him every where, 
in order to put him to death; for which 
reaſon, he came to throw himſelf under 
the Protection of his Holineſs, and at the 
ſame time, make an Offer of a great 
number of Friends, which he ſhou'd ſay 
he had both in England and Scotland, to 
ſet Queen Maxr at liberty, and dethrone 
Qucen ELIZABETH. The Man obey'd 
her Inſtructions punctually; but ſome 
Letters from England detecting him to 

be 
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be in Impoſture, the whole Deceit was 
diſcover d, and the unhappy Tool of 
jealous Policy condemn'd to the Inquiſi- 
tion. In the mean time, THRoGMOR- 
TON, Who was come into England, was, 
on ſome light Suſpioions, taken up; but 
tis believ d wou'd ſoon have been dif. 
charg d, had not a Circumſtance happen d 
immediately on his Conſinement, which 
made the Qucen and Council more wa- 
ry, if poſſible, than ever they had been 
before. Notwithſtanding the Feſivits 
had been forbid, on pain of Death, co- 
ming into England, great Numbers of 
them were ſcatterd up and down the 
Countries, having come by the way of 
Scotland, where it was eaſy enough for 
them to land. It happen'd, that one of 
them being in a French Veſſel, embark d 
for Rotterdam, was taken by an Engliſh 
Privatcer : fearing his Buſineſs — Pro- 
feſſion ſhou'd be known, he tore his Pa- 
pers, and threw them into the Sca; but 
whether it ought to be aſcribed to 
Chance, or the peculiar work of Provi- 
dence, has caus'd ſome Diſpute among the 
Authors, who have written on thoſe 
Times; but it is moſt certain, that the 
Wind driving back the ſcatter'd Pieces 
juſt -as the Privatcer boarded the Ship, 
'they were found on Deck, and being 

dextc- 


K hh ft A. 


$3 A ww A — 


| ( 207) 
dexterouſly put together, plainly diſco- 
ver'd there was a Deſign on foot againſt 
England. This coming immediately 
ro the cars of the Council, the Suſpicions 
they had of THROGMORTON now paſs d 
for certain Proofs : he was preſently com- 
mitted to the Tower, where the fear of 
what might be inflicted on him, kept 
him from preventing it; he confeſs'd 
cven more than was requir'd, and ſoon 


after ſuffer'd the Death of a Traitor. 


BUT tho' by theſe Meaſures Queen 
ELIZABETH leſſen'd the Number of het 
Enemies, ſhe cou'd not diminiſh her 
Fears—ten thouſand corroding Thoughts 
both day and night perplex'd her, and 
render'd her, if poſſible, more anxious, 
more unealy than her Priſoner. — One 
while ſhe took up a reſolution to ſacri- 
fice her to her Tranquillity, and imagin'd 
that her Death would give her perfect 
caſe.— Another time ſhe fancy'd 
ſhe ſaw all the Chriſtian Princes arm'd 
for the Revenge of that unhappy Prin- 
ceſs, and vowing Deſolation and De- 
ſtruction to the Country which had 
prov'd ſo cruelly inhoſpitable. 
Never was Woman in a grcater' Di- 
lemma than this ſelf- divided Queen; 
and while all Europe envy'd her ſeem- 
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ing Happineſs, had the true State of her 
Soul been made known, the mean- 
eſt Subject ſhe reign'd over would not 
have changed Conditions. She grew ſo 
viſibly diſcontented, that all the Court 
took notice of it; but thc Earl of LEI“ 
CESTER only being able to gueſs at the 
Occaſion, reſolv'd in his own Mind to 
caſe her of it, by ſending the Scotzſh 
Queen out ot the world ; and to that pur- 
pole ſet out for Fotheringham : but 
a Remorſe ſeizing him on the Road, 

and the ſhocking 1 hought of murdering 
the moſt lovely "Woman in the world, 

and of the Infamy it wou'd draw on him 
hercaſter, made him alter his Deſign, and 
turn back again.—Hc own'd this 
Weakneſs (if it cou'd be call'd ſo) to 
Queen ELIZABETH, and plainly ſhow'd 
her, by his want of power to do ſuch an 
Action, the Enormity of it, — Now 
did this perplex d Soyereign think herſelf 
indeed unhappy, ſince the Man whom 
ſhe had rais'd from nothing, and cou'd, 
when {he pleas'd, reduce to the fame 
State again, choſe rather to forfeit all his 
Honours, than be guilty of fo terrible a 
Crime. But ſhe had already gone too 
far, to go back. Some ſay ſhe ſent 
Orders to PAWLET to make away with 
hcr ; but that the lame Night, as ſhe was 
aſleep, 
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aſleep, one of her Ladies who lay in the 
ſame Chamber with her ſhrick'd out vi- 
olently, which awakening the Queen, ſhe 
ask'd what was the matter, and ſhe an- 
ſwered, that ſhe had dream d that a Hang- 
man having behcaded Queen Maky, was 
alſo about to bchead her too. EI. I- 
ZABETH Cries out immediately that ſhe 
had dream'd the ſame thing, and carly in 
the Morning ſends to recall the Courier, 
who was already half way his Journey to 
Fotheringham. 


I HE Duke of ALtncon's Death had 
cettainly made great Alterations in 
the Behaviour of the French towards 
Queen EL1ZABETH, now finding that 
ſhe aided the Hygonots both with Mo- 
ney and Advice; but if by doing fo, ſhe 
gave cauſe of Offence to HENRY III. 
yet by that mcans ſhe put it out of his 
power to revenge either his own, or 
Siſter-in-law's Injuries. — His King- 
dom was divided between two Factions, 
the Guiſes on the one ſide, and the 
Hugonots on the other, ſo that he had e- 
nough to do to keep Peace at home, with- 
out entring into a Foreign War. 


BUT it was quite otherwiſe with 


Spain, the Netherlanders having bcen 
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overcome in two or three Battles, and the 
Prince of Orange about that time aſſaſſi- 
nated, made them loſe ground every day. 
ucen ELIZABETH therefore 
finding herſelf unable to curb King Phi- 
LIP, was obliged to ſooth him; ſhe 
gave him to underſtand by her Ambaſla- 
dor, that he ſhould not only have Satiſ- 
faction for all the Damage he had ſu- 
ſtaincd, but that alſo being reſolv'd to 
alter her Condition, ſhe would have a 
Husband of his recommending : 
Whether that Prince believ'd her or not, 
is to be queſtioned ; but the Artifice how- 
ever made him for à while lay aſide all 
Thoughts of Hoſtility. 


WHEN ſhe found herſelf out of 
danger from thoſe two powerful Mon- 
archs who held the Balance of all Eu- 
rope, ſhe then went to work with the 
King of Scotland, Queen MaRr's Son, 
whom we ſhall hercafter call by the 
Name of JaMEs the Sixth. To the fame 
purpoſe we hinted before, how ſhe 
had raisd a Miſunderſtanding between 
them, that ſo their Union might not 
prejudice her: But now ſhe did a great 
deal more, ſhe alarmed him ſo often, by 
telling him that ſhe would reſtore his Mo- 
tacr tothe Crown, that he was brought 

to 
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to that paſs, that he could freely forgive 
her any thing, ſooner than the reſtoring 
his Mother ; and thoſe Bonds which na- 
turally link Mother and' Child together, 
had been repreſented to him in ſuch dif: 
advantageous Colours, that filial Aﬀec- 
tion was too Weak to reſiſt the deſire of 
Reigning; which a great Man among the 
Antients ſaid, was ſufficient to make any 
Crime lawful. Jamesthe Sixth now on- 
ly thought how to maintain Amity with 
ueen ELIZABETH, that ſo he might ſe- 
curc himſelf upon the Throne ; and if he 
made any Stepts in his Mother's favour, 
it was from the ſame Motives which that 
Princeſs had for not putting of her to 
death. 


SHE no ſooner ſaw that all things 
were come to the wiſh'd-for point, but 
{he would not loſe time to finiſh the laſt 
Scene of the Tragedy. The Theatre 
Was got ready, and the Spectators ſeem'd 
to look on whatever was to be acted with- 
out the leaſt Concern. — Now there 
was nothing to do, but to have ſome Co- 
lour for this Proceeding, whereby to ſa- 
tisfy all the Princes who were ſo ncarly al- 
licd to her,in telling em that it was at the 
carneſt Intrcatics of her Subjects that ſhe 
had proceeded. in ſuch a manner againſt 
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her. That ſhe might go on in order, 
ſhe talked of ſetting Mary at liberty, 
and had Propoſals made to her upon that 
account ; but they were ſuch as ſhe was 
certain the other would not agree to. 
While all the World therefore, except 
herſelf, thought that MARY would ſoon 
be ſct at liberty, and that France 
and Hain were over-joy'd at it; all 
on a ſudden, ſhe pretended ſhe had diſ- 
covercd a Conſpiracy, which broke off 
the Treaty. As ſhe knew that altho' the 
Jeſuits were prohibited coming into 
England, and thoſe that ſhould give them 
Entertainment, were deem'd guilty of 
High-Trcafon ; yet that great Numbets 
came: ſhe would have that Order re- 
newed by an Act of Parliament, adding 
thereto ſome ſeverer Clauſes. There 
was one PARRY, a Doctor of the Civil 
Law, who very ſtrenuouſly oppos'd the 
Bill, whether he was a Papiſt, or wh e- 
ther he was concerned in the Conſpiracy 
againſt the Queen, is uncertain ; but this 
was ſufficient to have him ſecured im- 
mediately: He was queſtioned, and put 
to the Rack, where, a certain Hiſtorian 
writes, that he acknowledged, that he 
had engaged himſelf with the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſador at V nice, where he had 
lately been, to allaſſinate Queen ELI 
5 ZABETH 3; 
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ZABETH 3 having met with ſome Popiſh 
Caſuiſts, who told him he might law- 
fully do it, altho' he met with others who 
maintain'd the contrary, But be that as 
it will, he was at laſt executed. Upon 
this, MARx was contin'd cloſer than ever, 
and all her Papers ſciz'd upon, and ſhe 
h--elf reduced to ſuch a State, as Death 
itſelf had been more merciful for her. 


AS it was Queen Eligabeth's Inten- 
tion to have her condemn'd in Form, ſhe 
was ſo much afraid of miſſing her Aim, 
as ſhe had done before when that Queen's 
own Subjects accuſed her at Tor, that 
ſhe thought it not ſufficient to appoint 
4 to her own liking, and to have 

ribed her Secretary to accuſe her of what 
Crimes ſhe thought fit: but ſhe had alſo 
Laws cnacted on purpoſe to make her 
Guilty, when ſhe could never be ſo, or at 


leaſt could neyer be condemn'd, One was, 


That all thoſe who were found guilty of 
High-Trcaſon, let them be of what Degree 
and Quality ſoever, ſhould be ſubject to 
the ſame Puniſhment as a private Perſon; 
and in caſe thoſe who ſhould be found 
guilty, were Heirs to the Crown of Eng- 
land, they ſhould forfeit that, and likewiſe 
their Poſterity ſhould be deprived of it; 
inſomuch, that bating Mary's Name 
| £ 3 Was 
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was not mentioned in it, one might caſily 
know it was made on purpoſe for her. 
And indeed it could be no otherways, 
for it was not ncedful to make a ncw 
Law to convict thoſe Engliſh Noblemen 
who had ſome pretence to the Succeſ- 
ſion, if they were found guilty, ſince 
ſeveral had ſuffered upon very flight 
Proofs. 


THUS was every thing prepared for 
Mary's Condemnation ; all thoſe whom 
they apprehended before her, paticntly 
underwent their Puniſhment : As for 
the Judges, Queen ELIZABETH had no 
diſtruſt of them, ſince what had happen- 
cd to thoſe who declared her innocent, 
made her very certain that no- body 
would take that Charge upon them, but 
who would go through ſtitch with it. 
Now there only wanted ſome Pretence 
for this Procceding, bur this could not 
long be wanting, ſince ſhe had the Secre- 
tary | of that unhappy Princeſs at her com- 
mand. He had been brought over by 
Money, and 'till then ſerved them who 
paid him, by letting them into his Mi- 
treſꝰs moſt ſecret Deſigns, which had 
rendered all thoſe Projects for her Deli- 
very hitherto ineffectual. But as it is a 
hard matter to draw back when one is 

en. 
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entered into an evil Courſe, and flung 
off one's Duty, NAwE, for that was the 
Name of this falſe Agent, promiſed 
Queen ELIZAETH to give her Informa- 
tions enough to take off Mary ; which 
he did effectually in the following man- 
ner. 


As the Laws in England againſt Papiſts 
were more rigorouſly put in execution 
than ever, they were continually plotting 
to caſe themſelves, and to ſet the Scot- 
tiſh Queen at liberty, which were two 
things inſeparable one from the other. 
Theſe Deſigns were very often carried 
on with more Zeal than Prudence, and 
the ill Succeſs they always met with, 
plainly ſhewed they were not well ma- 
naged. 


SOME certain Perſons, who had 
nothing to loſe, were the firſt who made 
Propoſals to the Pope, who atterwards 
communicated it to other Chriſtian 
Princes; and in the mcan while thoſe 
People that were the Go-betweens, liv'd 
upon what they received from one 
and the other, and Mary thus ſpent the 
beſt part of her Allawance. For ſome 
time ſhe would not hearken to any more 
pt them, for fear of diſobliging Queen 
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ELIZABETH, who often made her belicyc 
ſhc wou'd treat with her in good carneſt; 
but whcn ſhe found that ſhe dealt with 
her according to cuſtom, ſhe betook her- 
ſelf to her former Practices; and finding 
ſhe thou'd never gain her Liberty, but by 
theſe means, ſhe adhered to them more 
than ever. She had wrote to the Pope, 
that all the Chriſtian Princes had torla- 
ken her, and that if he did not ſuccour 
her by ſome means or other, ſhe muſt 
give over all Thoughts of obtaining her 
Freedom. But tho the Pope did not 
want Good-will in this Cauſc, yet was it 
out of his power to help her any way, 
but by furniſhing them with Money, 
which he promis'd to do, as ſoon as he 
found it cou'd be laid out to ſome pur- 
poſe. Upon this, MonGax, who was 
Mary's Agent in France, did all that lay 
in his power to put another Plot on foot, 
thinking all the othershad milſcarricd only 
tor want of Mancy. A great Number of 
People went to Rome, and ofter'd to do 
a ſurprizing ſtroke in England, which 
would have altcr'd the face of Affairs 
there; but they would not hearken to 
them, whether it was becaute they 
would not conſent to a Fact, which was 
ſo odious, or whether they would nt 
truſt to the Sincerity of theſe Papiſte, 
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who all made the ſame Demand, which 
was Moncy. ELIZABETH, who had ve- 
ry good Intelligence, immediately was 
acquainted with every thing, that was 
hatching againſt her; inſomuch, that all 
theſe Conſpiracies came to nothing, but 
ſerv'd to make her more reſoly'd on the 
Death of that unhappy Queen, 


THERE was at Rheims in Champaign 
a Seminary of Engliſh Prieſts, who were 
brought up on purpoſe to be ſent as 
Miſſionaries into England. As this ſort 
of Employment was very dangerous, 
and that all the Gallows were fill 'd with 
nothing but Prieſts, they expected lit- 
tle elſe as ſoon as they had ict footing 
in the Kingdom. This Contempt of 
Life inſpiring them with ſuch Thoughts 
as never enter'd into Mens Minds, who 
had not Martyrdom in view, they often 
talk d of delivering England from a 
Prince, who thirſted ſo much aftcr their 
Blood. Among others, BALLARD made 
a Voyage thither, he found all the Prieſts 
diſposd to undertake any thing for a 
Cauſe, which they eſtecm'd ſo mcritori- 
ous: he went over into France to puſh 
things forwarder ; but havipg mer by the 
way one Maup, WALSINGHAM'S Spy, 
a notable crafty Diſſembler, he deceiv d 

the 
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the unwary Pricft ſo far, that he diſco- 
verd to him ſome part of the Deſign, 
thinking he had been a Papiſt. By which 
means, Queen ELIZABETH was immedi- 
atcly acquainted with the whole Affair; 
and courageouſly waited for the Event. 
In the mean time, BALLARD continucd 
his Voyage, and arrived at Paris, where 
he conferr'd with Don BERNARDINE DE 
MxNpoza, at that time the Spanzſh 
Ambaſſador at the Court of France, who 
having livd a great while in England, 
was perfectly acquainted with the State 
of thc Kingdom, and with 'the Mcthods 
to be uſcd for the reſtoring the *Popiſh 
Religion, and ſetting the Queen of Sc 
at liberty, 


ELIZABET H herſelf, when 
he was in England, thinking that he was 
concern'd in a Conſpiracy againſt her, had 
ſent him away in a very abrupt manner, 
which had like to have caus'd a Rupture 
between the two Kingdoms. BALLARD 
propoſes to him the ſame thing, that had 
been lo often propos d before, which was, 
the landing ſome Troops from Flanders 
in England. He told him, that things 
had never been ſo well difpos'd before, 
that the Forces the King of Hain had in 
the Lom Countries might very well be 

ſpared, 
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ſpared, and that in England the People 
were ſo weary of Qucen ELIZABETH, 
that not only the Papiſts, but others alſo, 
would take up Arms on the firſt occaſion. 
MENDOZA anſwer'd to all this, that it 
would be impoſſible to undertake any 
thing in that Kingdom, while Queen E- 
LIZABETH Was alive; becaute ſuch 
things cou'd not be carried on ſo ſecretly, 
but that ſhe wou'd find them out, and af- 
terwards overthrow them, What MEN- 
DOZA meant by this Anſwer is uncertain, 
whether he only ſpake what he thought, 
or whether he did it to inſpire him with 
ſome higher Deſign: He however came 
back to E neland, with a full Refolution 
to perform what he thought MENDOZA 
hinted at. He diſguisd himſelf like a 
Cavalier, and went by the -Name of 
Captain Foscu. 


BEING come to London, he broke 
the Buſineſs to one BABINGTON, a 
young Man very much addicted to the 
Romiſh Religion, and who had been 
lately in France, and was acquainted 
with MoRGaN, the Queen of Scots A- 
gent, and with the Archbiſhop of G4 
gow, her Ambaffador there. Theſe two 
always extolling the Heroick Virtues of 
lo great a Queen, and he being a young 

Gentleman 
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Gentleman of good Birth, rich, ripe-wit- 
ted, and learned, above moſt of his 
Years; they were continually buzzing 
in his cars, that he being every way ſo 
very well accompliſh'd, there was no- 
thing but what he might very reaſonably 
expect from Marr, it once ſhe became 
Queen of England, ſince ſhe always re- 
warded Perſons of ſo ſingular a Merit. 
Swell'd with theſe Hopes, he comes into 
England with Lettcrs of Recommenda- 
tion to Mary, who recciv'd him very 
graciouſly, and afterwards cmploy'd him 
to convey all the Letters the recciv'd from 
any one to her, until ſuch Time as ſhe 
was committed to PAWLET'S kceping, 
who watch'd her ſo narrowly, that it was 
impoſſible for him to do it any longer. 
BALLARD having got acquainted with 
him, talk'd to him about their Deſigns 
upon England; but he made the ſame 
Anſwer as MENDoZa had done before: 
ro which BALLARD anſwer'd again, thaz 
ucen ELIZABETH would not live long, 
inaſmuch as one SAVAGE was come into 
England on purpoſe to kill her, the firſt 
fair Opportunity that offer'd, let what 
wou'd be the Coniequence, BABING+ 
TON was of opinion, that ſuch an Enter- 
prize ſnould not be in one Man's hands 
only; but that there pught to be ſix con- 
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cern'd in it at leaſt. So that he order'd 

every thing a- new, to carry on the Deſign, 
and wrote to MEN DOZA how the Troops 
ſhould land, and ſeize upon the ſtrong 
Places. 


WHILE this was doing, he teceivd 
Letters from MARY, wherein ſhe gently 
blamed him for being ſo long ſilent, and 
withal, deſired him to write to her as 
ſoon as poſlible, and to ſend his Letters 
to the French Ambaſſador, who would 
convey them to her. He anſwer'd, the 
Impoſlibility of gctting Letters to her 
was the Reaſon ſhe had not heard from 
him before; but that ſhe ſhould ſhortly be 
cas'd of that Troublc, and of all others, 
for that there were ſix ſtout young Men 
rcſoly'd to rid her of her Enemy. This 
Letter, as all the others had done before, 
fell into NAwE's hands, who had been 
bribed, as we ſaid before. He did not 
ſhew it to Mary, knowing that altho' 
ſhe would gladly have been ſet at liberty, 
yct that ſhe would never conſent to it up- 
on any ſuch Terms : But having ſent it 
to Queen EL1ZaBETH, he antwer'd in 
the other's Name, tho? without her or- 
der, that ſhe very much applauded their 
Zcal for the advancing the Popiſb Cauſe, 
but ſhe deſired them above all things to 

bc 
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be vety ſecret in it, and to miſtruſt all the 
world: ſhe likewiſe gave them ſome par- 
- ticular Directions how to manage the Af. 
fair; and concluded, that there was no- 
thing in the world but what ſhe would 
do, to repay the Obligations ſhe ſhould 
lic under to thoſe who ſhould ſet her at 
liberty. 


BABINGTON already looks up- 
on himſelf as a very conſiderable Perſon, 
and as onc that was about to do a thin 
that would aſtoniſh all Europe. He 
made no doubt but that he had all this 
while been treating with MAR v, and 
that ſhe approved the Deſign, and now 
thought of nothing but how to put it in 
execution. To this end he aſſociates 
himſelf with ſome young Roman Cat ho- 
lick Gentlemen, the chief of whom were 
EDw ARD WIN DSOoR, THoMas SALIS- 
BURY, CHARLES TILNEY, (one of Queen 
ELIZABETH's Band of Gentlemen-Pen- 
ſioners) CHñIDcock TITCHBURNE, En- 
WARD ABINGTON. ROBERT GA, 
Jonx TRAVERS, Joun CHARNOCK, 
JohN JoNEs, SAVAGE, (whom we have 
alrcady mcntion'd;) BARNWELL, of a 
Noble Family in Ireland; HENRY DUN, 
and one POLL Is inſinuated himſelf a- 
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mong them, as tis belicy'd, only to dif- 
cover the Deſign to WALSINGHAM. 


TO thcſe Men BapinctoN broke 
the Deſign, but not all Parts of it to eve- 
ry one of them; he only diſcover'd the 
Whole to TITCHBURN, TILNEY, BARN- 
WELL, and CHARNOCK, SAVAGE and 
BALLARD, who had promis'd him to kill 
Queen ELIZABETH; the firſt four of 
them could hardly be perſuaded to im- 
brue their Hands in their Queen's Blood. 
As for SALISBURY, to whom BABING- 
TON had mention'd the Murder, he 
frankly own'd that he would run any ha- 
zard to ſet the Queen of Scots at liber- 
ty, but would never conſent to murder 
Queen ELIZABETH. Finding that he 
could do no good with him, he only de- 
fired him to keep the Secret, which all 
of them had ſworn to do, before he ac- 
quainted them with it. They met ever 
and anon to confer together about 
theſe Matters, ſometimes in St. Gz/es's 
in the Fields, and ſometimes in St. Pauls 
Church, or in Taverns where they daily 
banquetted and feaſted; being puff d 
up with the hopes of becoming rich by 
the Deſign they were going to under- 
take. Now-and-then they commend- 


cd the Valour of thoſe Scotiſb Gentle- 
men 
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men who had lately reſcued King JAMES 
the Sixth from the Earl of Goury, and 
talk'd of him who had ſlain the Prince 
of ORANGE as of a Hero. They had 
likewiſe their own Pictures drawn after 
the Life, with this Verſe at bottom: 


Theſe are my Companions, whom very 
Danger draws. 


But this appearing too plain not to be un- 
derſtood, they put this Verſe a little be- 
low the other : 


N obody knows what we intend. 


Several of their Pictures were ſhewn to 

ucen ELIZABETH, but ſhe knew but 
one of them : But as ſhe was always well 
guarded, this did not trouble her in the 
leaſt ; being likewiſe well fatisfy'd that 
ſhe could overthrow their Deſign when- 
ever ſhe pleas d. 


NOTHING now more perplex'd 
BAaBINGTON, than leſt the promis'd Aid 
ſhould not come before they put their 
Deſign in execution: therefore he was 
reſolv d to go over to Flanders himſelf, 
to acquaint the Duke of PARMA that all 


things were now ready for executing their 
De- 
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Deſign, and that there was now nothing 
to be done, but to find out a way to ſend 
the Troops into England, and that then 
the firſt Act of the Tragedy ſhould begin. 
He had already ſent privately BALLARD 
into France upon the ſame account, and 
had got leave of WALSINGHAM to go o- 
ver himſelf, pretending that he could be of 
ſervice to Queen ELIZABETH, in diſcover- 
ing what was hatching againſt her in thoſe 
Parts. WALSINGHAM readily gave him 
leave, foraſmuch as Qucen ELIZABETH 
had order'd him fo to do: that ever- poli- 
tick Princeſs knowing BABINGTON'S 
Aim in going, was reſolv'd to let them 
run a full length, that thereby ſhe might 
have a plauſible Pretence for taking off 
the Queen of Scots. But ſomething or 
other intervening in the mean time, hin- 
dred his ſetting out; and Queen ELIZA- 
BETH, who ſaw the Storm hanging over 
her Head, ſtopt it there. 


_ BABINGT ON had wrote ſeve- 
ral Letters, beſides thoſe we mention d 
already, to MARY: As they took no man- 
ner of notice of the Conſpiraey againſt 
Queen EL1ZABETH'S Life, but only of 
the Deſign ſeveral People had laid for her 
Delivery, NAwER had ſhew'd her them, 
and ſhe. had made ſuitable Anſwers to 


Q them, 
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them, declating, that ſhe ſhould be very 
much obligcd to thoſe who ſhould ſet her 
at liberty, "after her ſo long Impriſon- 
ment. She likewiſe put them in the way 
how to accompliſh it, which was either 
to ovetturn a Load of Hay at the Caſtle- 
Gate where ſhe was Priſoner, or to ſur- 
prize her as ſhe ſhould walk abroad at 
thoſe times allow d her. 


BUT to continue this Correſpon- 
dence, it was neceſfary to have one whom 
they could truſt near the Place here ſhe 
was kept Priſoner, that he might keep 
all thoſe Letters which came from the 
Conſpirators, until ſuch time as he could 
have a fit Opportunity to deliver them 
into the Queen's hands. Neithet the 
Counteſs of Ax UN DEL, not Baron LUM- 
LEY, nor HENRY HOWARD, would med- 
dle in it, altho' they were Papiſts, as be- 
ing too dangerous an Exploit: at length 
one GIFFARD a Prieſt offer d to under- 
take it. Going therefore to live in thoſe 
Parts, BaIN TON, that he might try 
his Fidelity, ſent firſt of all a Packet of 
Blank Papers, ſeal'd up like Letters; and 

hearing that he had deliver'd it, he did 
not ſeruple to write often to Mary in- 
differently concerning the whole Con- 

ſpiracy. 
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ſpiracy. But both one and the othe* 
were out in their reckoning, 


'SELD OM ͤ do any undertake ſuch 


bingerous Enterprizes, without ſome 
Cauſe as great; and thoſe Who do en- 
gage in them, except it be upon ſome ex- 
traordinary Occaſion and Motive, cither 


do not act upon ſincere Grounds, or do 
not go on in their Deſigns. Thus, altho' 


the Intereſt of Religion, and Honour, 


arc ſometimes powerful enough in ſome 


People to make them undertake great 
Exploits, yet this very ſeldom happens; 
and they often cloak under a ſpecious 
Name, the Reaſons they arc aſhamed to 

own. GIFFAaRD, who had undertaken 
to {ſerve the Conſpirators in this Affair, 
under the pretence that it was for the 

fake of Religion, ſhow'd, by the Sequel, 
that it was only to get Money out of 
thoſe” who deſign d to (ct the Queen at 

«liberty, as others had done before him. 


-And conſidering that he had engaged in 
a very dangerous Enterprize, he was ſo 
baſe as to think that he ſhould gain more 
by diſcovering all the whole Secret to 
Queen ELIZABETRH's Miniſtry ; he imme— 
-diatcly gave notice to W ALSINGHAM, 
and gave him the reaſons of his living in 
thoſe Parts. WALSINGHAM, who was 


Q 2 a 


( 228 ) 


a moſt invetcrate Enemy to that Prin- 
ceſs, and who on the other ſide wanted 
to make his Court to Queen ELIZA- 
BETH, ordered him to go on, and to ſend 
him all the Letters that came to her, 
and thoſe ſhe ſent. GIirrAx p accotdingly 
did it; for the Queen, and the Conſpi- 
rators finding it ſo eaſy to correſpond to- 
gether, often wrote to one another: 
WALSIN HAM alſo wrote to PAWLET, 
to let GIFFARD bribe one of Mary's 
Domeſticks z which being accordingly 
done, they made a hole in the Wall of 
the Caſtle, wherein all the Letters were 
put, and from whence they ferch'd them. 
NAwE, as we ſaid before, only gave the 

ueen of Scots thoſe Letters, which 
ſpoke of her being ſet at liberty: as for 
the others, he anſwered them himſelf in 
her Name, and counterfeited her Seal. 
All theſe Letters, and ſeveral others 
which ſhe wrote to MENDOZA, and to the 
_ Archbiſhop of GLASGOW her Ambaſſa- 
dor in France, were opened and copied, 
and then ſealed up again and ſent as di- 
reed; 


WALSING HAM, who traced 
this Affair ſo far alone, without ac- 
quainting any other of the Council with 
it, would have gone on farthet in it, 

and 
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and deſigned to have ſtaid ſome time 
longer before he diſcovered it, in hopes to 
have ſeized all the reſt who were to come 
into England; but Queen ELIZABETH 
finding by their Letters that their Deſign 
was almoſt ripe for Execution, and that 
her Life was ſtruck at, was not for de- 
ferring it any longer, WALSINGHAM 
hercupon, who had hircd one to watch 
BapINGTON more cloſely, under the 
Cloak of Friendſhip, wrote him a Letter 


to ſeize BABINGTON, and to carry him 


to Priſon. This Letter being delivered 
to him as he was at Dinner with BaB1NG- 
TON, who fate next to him, he read it 
at the ſame time; and now finding 
the Plot was diſcovered, made him think 
that he muſt now take care of himſelf: 
he continued as cliearful as before, know- 


ing that if he Teem'd otherways, he was a 


loſt Man. When Night came on, he 
went out of the Room Without his 


Hat or Cloak, as if he had gone for ſome 


private Occaſion ; making all the haſte 
he could to Weſtminſter, where has! ing 
met with CHARNaAck, they retired ro 
St. Johns Wood, where BARNWELL 
and Dun, whom they had given notice 
of the Danger, came to them preſently. 

There was immediately a Proclamation 
iſſued out for the apprehending them, 
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and forbidding any one to harbour or 


conccal them upon pain of Death. Not 
knowing what Courſe to take, the 


French Ambaſſador and T1ITCHBURN ha- 
ving refuſed letting them have Horſes 


or Money, as they deſired, and being con- 


ſtraincd thro' Hunger to come out of 
their lurking Places in the Wood; and 
having cut off their Hair, and diſguis d 
and ſully d their Faces with the Rinds of 
Walnuts ; they got to a Papiſt's Houſe, 
where they were hid in a Garret: but 
there being a great number of People in 
ſcarch for them, in ten days they were all 


taken and brought Priſoners to London, 


and ſhortly aſter ſuffered the Death of 
Traitors. 


ALT H O' this had made a great noiſe 
all over the Kingdom, and that it was in 
every body's mouth; yet the Queen of 
Scots was io ſtrictly watch'd, and every 
one that came to her, that ſhe never heard 
any thing of it, nor that the Deſign was 


diſcovered, till one day when ſhe had 


been out to take the Air, they did not car- 
ry her back to the Caſtle, but led her a- 
bout from one Nobleman's Houlc to an- 
other, under the ſhow of Civility. She 
was very much ſurprized When ſhe came 
back to the Caſtle, to find her Cabinet 

broke 
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broke open, and all her Papers ranſack d, 
and her Money gone. Afterwards they 
came and acquainted her with an Order 
of the Council, whereby they appointed 
Judges to try her. Naw and CURL her 
Secretaries were brought Face to Face, 
they poſitively affirmed that ſhe actually 
ſign'd all thoſe Letters which they wrote; 
but ſhe ſo clearly confuted them of the 
Impoſture, that if her Judges had not 
been her Exccutioners, they muſt have 
declared her Innocence; and for a fur- 
ther Mark of the Wickedneſs of theſe 
Secretarics, as a certain Hiſtorian of 
undoubted Credit ſays, that When one 
of them reminded 'WALSINGHAM of 
having done this piece of Service, he an- 
ſwered him, that he deſerved nothing, 
ſince he was not able to maintain any 
one of his Accuſations to the Queon's 
face. Nevertheleſs the Judges did not 
know how to procced againſt her, ſince 


it was plain that ſhe was no ways con- 


ccrned j in thc Conſpiracy, and that it was 
only a malicious Aſperſion caſt upon her. 
Some were of opinion the beſt way 
would be to poiſon her, others thought it 
would be ſufficicat to let her ſuffer 3 
cloſer Impriſonment; but thoſe wha 
knew more of Qucen ELIZABETH'S 
Mind, ſaid ſhe was guilty of High-Trea- 
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fon, by a Law lately made, which we 
mentioned before. So now they only 
thought how to make this great Piece of 
Injuſtice look lawful. The firſt time 
ſhe appcarcd before the Commiſſioners, 
ſhe rold them, ſhe was ſorry her Siſter 
ſhould be ſo wrongly informed of her 
Deſigns, as tothink ſhe would ever have 
done any thing to her prejudice ; that ſhe 
was ignorant of what her Secretarics had 
rote; but ſhe defied them to produce 
any one of her own concerning the Con- 
{piracy : that it was not only very hard 
tor a Queen, but likewiſe for a private 
Perſon, to have ſo many Accuſations a- 
gainſt her, and not be allow da L Lawy cr 
to — for her. 


H E R e being put down in Wri- 
ting, they asked whether or no ſhe wou'd 
ſubmit to the Laws of England, ſince 
ſhe had lived ſo long in the Kingdom. 
She anſwer'd, that coming into England 
for Sanctuary, ſhe had been immediately 
ſent to Priſon, and deprived of all man- 
ner of Correſpondence with any one, 
and that ſhe was wholly ignorant of the 
Laws, and that her Quality -difpens'd 
with her from acknowledging them: 
The Chancellor went to her afterwards, 
and told her ſhe muſt ſübmit to the 
1 E Laws, 
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Laws, or they would proceed againſt 
her as a Mute. To which ſhe again an- 
ſwer'd, that ſhe would ſtand upon the 


Privilege of a Queen : ſhe added, that 


that Law ſeem'd to her very unjuſt, ſince 
it was made on purpoſe for her Deſtruc- 
tion. Why, ſaid ſhe, ſhou'd I ſubmit 
to Laws which you make and unmake at 
your pleaſure? ſince one of your Kings 
wou d not acknowledge the Salique Law 
of France, whichi is as old as this Monar- 


chy. 


FALLING aftcrwards into many 
long Diſcourſes, but not as owning their 


Juriſdition ; the Judges again ask d her, 
whether ſhe wou'd own Queen ELIZA- 


BETH'S Authority, in appointing Com- 
miſſioners to try her? She anſwer'd, 
that her Anceſtors had never done her fo 
much wrong, as to oblige her to acknow- 
ledge the Crown of Scotland depended 
on the Crown of England; and conclu- 
ded at laſt, that ſhe would talk with them 
as long as they would, ſo they did not 
queſtion her as a Criminal ; adding, that 
ſhe would ſooner ſuffer Death, than ac- 
knowledge any Tribunal in the world to 
be try'd before. The Chancellor upon 
this cxamin'd her upon a great many Ar- 
ticles; and atho he did all he coud to 
e 5 
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puzzle her, yet it is wonderful how wilſc- 
ly and clearly. ſhe anſwer'd all his Quib- 
bles. She plainly. ſhew'd, him the, Con- 
traditions in his own Objections he made 
againſt her; and all that he could ſay a- 
gainſt her, only ſhew'd her Innocence 
the clearer. They examin d her about 
her Correſpondence with BaBINGTON; 
but ſhe plainly prov d, that ſhe had been 
betray d by her Sccretaries, and that ſhg 
had never wrote thoſe Letters abjected 
againſt her; and that altho' BABINGTON 
had confeſs d his holding Correſpondence 
with her, when he ſuffer' d, it was only 
what he thought, hc having been like- 
wiſe deceivd. After theſe Proceedings 
had laſted ſeveral Days, they let her alone 
tor ſome time. 


HE NRT the Third having notice 


what great danger ſhe was in, ſent an 


Ambaſſador to Queen ELIZABETH, to 
acquaint her, that ſhe ought not to uſe a 
Relation and a Queen, as ſhe was herlelf, 
and a Dowager of Frauce, ſo inhumanly : 
But as his own Affairs were in ſuch con- 
fuſion, that he coud not back his Re- 
monſtrances by Force, ELIZABETH had 
no occaſion to fear any thing from that 
Quarter; and alittle while after, ſhe ſign d 
the Warrant for her Death : which being 
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done, on the ſeventh of February 1587. 
the Earl Marſhal of England camo to 
give her notice of it; and ſendingin word: 
that he wanted to ſpeak with her, ſne an- 
ſwer dd, that ſhe could not ſpeak with him 
tlien, becauſe, nor being well, ſhe was 
not yet up; but that if it was any thing 
of moment, if he would have a little pa- 
tience, ſhe would riſe preſently. The 
Marſhal fent word in again, that he maſt 
ſpeak with her immediately: Whereup- 
on, ſlipping on her Morning-Gown, fie 
ſar down on lier Chair near the Bed- 
ſide. The Marſhal being come into the 
Room, with PAWLET and fome others 
with him, he told her before all her 
Maids of Honour, that Queen ELIZ A.“ 
BETH, having found her ghifty of the 
Crimes laid to her charge, had ſentenc'd 
her to death. When he had done fpeak- 
ing, ſhe ſaid, croffing herfetf, God be 
praiſed, who this day puts an tnd to all 
my Sorrows, which I have ſo long been 
ſurrounded with ; and then began to 
talk with the Engliſh as chearfully as if 
ſhc had heard the beſt News in the world: 
She went over all the Heads of their Ac- 
cuſations againſt her, and clearly prov'd 
that it was a malicious Aſperſion, and 
that her Focs had ptcjudiced her good 
Siſter againſt her; and ſaid, that ſhe did 
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not queſtion but that (if ſhe could have 


ſpoken to her once, which ſhe had car- 
neſtly deſired) all things might have been 
friendly made up; that nevertheleſs ſhe 
forgave her her Death: adding moreover, 
(putting her Hand on a Bible that lay 
near her) that ſhe call'd God to witneſs, 
that ſhe never intended any hurt to Queen 
ELIZABETH, nor againſt England. "The 
Marſhal telling her, that her Oath was 
nothing, becauſe that Bible was of the 
Popiſh Verſion ; ſhe anſwer'd, that was 
the greateſt Reaſon he could have ts be- 
= her, ſince ſhe own'd no other Ver- 
ſion but that to be true. She afterwards 
deſir d ſhe might have a Prieſt allow'd 
her; but they would not grant it: Then 
ſhe deſir'd them to leave her alone while 
the next day, when ſhe was to ſuffer, as 
they had acquainted her : Then ſhe went 
into her Oratory, where, after ſhe had 

ay'd ſome time, ſhe took a conſecrated 
Wafer, which the Pope had allowed her 
to do, ſince ſhe had been deny d the Uſe 
of a Prieſt. 


COMING into her Chamber again, 


ſhe began to comfort her Maids and o- 
ther Domeſticks, who were drown'd in 
Tears; then two Proteſtant Miniſters 


came in, to perſuade her to rcnoutice 
thole 
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thoſe Errors, which they ſaid ſhe had ſo 
long perſiſted in; but ſhe deſired them 


not to trouble her. Afterwards calling for 


Pen, Ink and Paper, ſhe wrote a Letter 


to HENRY the Third, to acquaint him 
how that after twenty Years Impriſon- 


ment ſhe had been ſentenced to Death, 


and that they would not allow her a 


- Prieſt, nor to have her Body to be carried 


into France, where ſhe once had been 
Queen. She alſo wrote a long Letter to 
ELIZABETH, in which, without uſing 
any bitter Expreſſions, ſhe juſtified her- 
ſelf of every thing laid to her Charge; ſhe 
intreated her to let her Domeſticks enjoy 
that little ſhe had to diſpoſe of. Having 
finiſh'd theſe Letters, ſhe went into her 
Wardrobe, and divided all her Clothes a- 


mong them, and gave to each of her Do- 


meſticks according as ſhe thought they 
wanted. Thenſhe call'd for her Jewels, 
and divided them among em; except a 
few, which ſhe ſent to the Kings of 
France, and Spain, and to CATHERINE 


DE MEDIC1s, and to the GUISES. 


AFTER this, ſhe order'd Supper to 


be ſerv'd up as uſual; ſhe eat temperately, 
and diſcours'd as chearfully as ſhe was 


wont to do: towards the end of Supper, 


| ſhe dranł to all her Servants, who pledg d 


her 
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her in order upon their Knees, mingling 
Tears with their Wine. The Men Ser- 
vants afterwards going out, the Maids of 
Honour ſtaid in | the- Room with her. 
She woulc have paſs d that. Night in Pray- 
ers, but thinking it would make her 
more heavy the- next? Day, ſhe went to- 
bed. The - fatal Morning now being 
come, the Sheriff went to demand 'biek ; 
The dreſed herſelf in the rieheſt Apparel 
the had, as tho“ it had been a Feſtivhl. 
Bono her Phyſician asked her to take 
a glaſs of Wine and eat a lirtle bit of Bread, 
Which the did, and knecling down, tur- 
ned all- her Thoughts towards-Heaven : 
'Prefently after. came the Sheriff again to 
demand her; -ſhe came out immediately, 
having atr Ivory Cruciſix, which lay up- 
on an Altar in her Qratory, carried be- 
5 fore her. 


TH a Juul not atifieſt Allow * 

0 Ladies to- attend her, left their Womzn- 
ih Lamentations might diſturb her; but 
ſhe aſſured them to tlic contrary, and de- 
ſired it ſo carneſtly, that at laſt they gran- 
ted it : but for other Honmieſticks, they 
vould not faffer one of them to be pre- 
ſent; and as ſhe was coming out of her 
Anti- chamber into the Hall where the 


Scaffold was erected, they were all lock d 
in, 
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in, fo that the was forted to take the 
Croſs out of his hands that bore it, and 
carry it herſelf to the Place of Execution. 
Mecting by the way one ſhe had not ſeen 
in three Werks, fhe order'd him to ac- 
quaint the World, chat ſhe died ſtedfaſt 
in the Romiſh Religion, ' and roadmoniſh 
her Son to embrace the ſame, and not to 
truſt to the Hereticks. Having once a- 
gain ask d for ſome of her Domeſticks to 
be preſent, it was at laſt granted, that 
bale Men Setvants fhou'd be al- 
low 


| "THE Scaffold was buile in the middle 
of the Hall, it was twelve foot ſquare, 
and ſu foot high, on which was placed a 
Chair, a Ciſhion, and 4 Block all cove- 
red With black Cloth. Having afcended 
the Scaffold, ne ſate down in the Chair, 
then Was the Sentence again tread aloud; 
after which, ſhe began to pull off her 
upper Garments, and the Executioner 
coming to help, ſheſuid to Aim; Friend, 
you need not : and calling one of her 
Women tocome, and do that laſt Office 
for her, ſhe Kneel'd de. and remain'd 
in that Poſture for fome dime in Prayers, 
thinking that ſhe ſhoald*have been be- 
headed after the French manner, that is 
kneeling; but at laſt ſtretching her Neck 

upon 


1 
upon the Block, and beginning that 
Plalm, Into thy Hands, O Lord, J 
commend my Spirit ; her Head was ta- 
ken off at the third Blow, the Earl MAR- 
SHAL crying out at the ſame time, Lon 
live Queen ELIZABETH, and thus let 
her Enemies periſh ! 


THUS have you had an Account of 
the Life and Death of Mary STUART, a 
— certainly endow d with many ex- 
cellent Qualities, and who deſerv d a better 
Fate than dying by the Hands of the com- 
mon Hangman. But God in her Perſon 
would give an Inſtance of the Inconſtancy 
of all human Greatneſs. She was buried 
without any Pomp in a neighbouring 
Church, and her Servants put up an Epi- 

taph for her; which was ſoon taken down, 
becauſe it ſpoke ſo much in her praiſe, 
and ſet forth the Cruclty of thoſe who put 


her to death. 3 
MYSEVMY. 
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